
Intercessions for St Mark’s, Advent Sunday 2020 
 
God of hope, unlock the doors of our faith that we may see beyond the darkened skies and 
shaken powers to the confidence that arises as we respond in love and action to your 
coming among us in the long-awaited, yet already with us, One, your Son Jesus. Give grace 
to your church in this diocese and throughout the land as we continue to struggle with 
unaccustomed worship or shortage of clergy, praying particularly for the parish of St 
Cuthbert’s, Fir Vale. We give thanks for the teams that enable us to worship together. As we 
look to the future we pray for the strengthening links with St John’s Ranmoor and St Mary’s 
Walkley; may we be beacons of hope within each community that we serve.   
Bring healing 
Bring hope. 
 
God of hope, unlock the doors of our lives as we reach out beyond ourselves and our own 
concerns to the nation and the world. We give you thanks for scientists whose work 
refreshes our optimism, and for all front line workers. We pray your grace for national and 
local leaders in these times of both restriction and anticipation. May they and we work 
together to safeguard all vulnerable individuals and families, the economy and the health 
service. As we wait for the coming of the Prince of Peace, help us not to lose sight of those 
who do not enjoy our freedom and privileges; bless the work of Amnesty and of international 
aid agencies, especially those who will be struggling with the reduction in the aid budget. 
Bring healing 
Bring hope. 
 
God of hope, unlock the doors of our communities that we may reach out to all around us 
who are lonely or isolated or whose mental wellbeing is compromised. We hold before you 
the residents and staff of the care homes in our parish, and all who struggle with visiting 
restrictions. We pray for local businesses and many other organisations balancing on the 
edge of survival, and for food banks and any who reach out with many forms of emergency 
support. 
Bring healing 
Bring hope. 
 
God of hope, unlock the doors of our compassion that we may stand in faith and love with all 
who are sick or suffering in body, mind and spirit, particularly Carol W, James S, John 
G, Margaret D, Marguerite, Susan and Norman, Sarah Cl, Pauline E; together with Anne and 
Annick. Bere O, Caroline J, Edmund H, Ian & Anne R, Lily, Liz C, Marjorie K, Mary T, Monica 
S, Naomi L, Rachel and her family, Ryan S, Zhila, Zuandi. May Christ who comes with 
healing in his wings be present with us all.  
Bring healing 
Bring hope. 
 
God of hope, unlock the doors of our grief as we remember before you all who have died 
recently whether from Covid-19 or other causes, especially Eileen P, Elsie 
H, Gill, Gordon D, Lois A, Mary N, Pam M, Russell and all whom we love but see no 
longer. May they and we know that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord now and to all eternity. 
Maranatha. 
Come Lord Jesus. Amen. 
 
  
  
  
 
 


