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Welcome to the Parish Church of St Mark
Serving the people of Broomhill & Broomhall
L i v i n g T h i n k i n g L ov i n g F a i t h
Night Service
6 December 2020 @7pm

Night Service
Communion
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Welcome!
Take time to settle.
Use these opening minutes to ...
become aware ...
of the surroundings,
of those around,
of those you carry within.
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Music as we enter: I Giorni – Ludovico Einaudi
Played by Zulfiqar Willington

May God be with you
and also with you.
Welcome and Singing Bowl
3
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Prayers of Approach
We light a light in the name of the Maker,
who lit the world and breathed the breath of life for us ...
We light a light in the name of the Son,
who saved the world and stretched out his hand to us ...
We light a light in the name of the Spirit,
who encompasses the world
and blesses our souls with yearning ...
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We light three lights for the Trinity of Love:
God above us,
God beside us,
God beneath us:
The beginning, the end, the everlasting one.
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Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest,
stay with us for day is ending.
With friend, with stranger,
with young and with old,
be among us tonight.
Come close to us that we may come close to you.
Forgive us that we may forgive one another.
Renew us so that, where we have failed,
we may begin again. Amen.
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The Collect
Wild God of the wastes,
whose gospel begins with a cry and a summons:
take us to a pathless place where we can start again
to taste creation’s gifts anew
and await the Spirit’s touch;
through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.
Amen
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Gospel Reading
Mark 1.1-8
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The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight” ’,
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming
a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
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And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and
untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’
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We share a time of silence for our own reflections and
prayers, lasting approximately 10 minutes.

11

Greeting of Peace
In the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness
and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
We meet in Christ’s name and share his peace.
Luke 1.78-79
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The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another
remembering those from whom we are estranged.
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Preparation
Blessed are you, O God;
through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
May they be for us the foretaste of your kingdom.
Blessed be God for ever.
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to our gracious God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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God of our longing,
God of our hoping,
it is good and right to praise you.
From the time of our forebears
you have journeyed with those who seek you
in openness and trust.
You inspired prophets to pursue justice –
to challenge the mighty
and liberate the oppressed.
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Through John the baptizer
you taught us to lament our wrongdoings
and return to the way of forgiveness.
In Mary, the mother of faith,
you draw us into your passion
and reveal your peace.
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It is, indeed, good and right to praise you, saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of truth and love.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Among friends, gathered round a table,
Jesus took bread,
and, having blessed it, he broke the bread
and gave it to his disciples, saying,
‘This is my body which is given for you.’
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In the same way he took wine,
and, having given thanks for it, he poured it out
and gave the cup to his disciples, saying,
‘This cup is the new relationship with God,
sealed with my blood.
Take this and share it.
I shall drink wine with you next
in the coming kingdom of God.’
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Lord Jesus Christ,
present with us now,
as we do in this place what you did in an upstairs room,
breathe your Spirit upon us
and upon this bread and this wine,
that they may be heaven’s food and drink for us,
renewing, sustaining and making us whole,
and that we may be your body on earth,
loving and caring in the world. Amen
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Prayers of the People
We pray now for all that concerns us
as we gather at table together.
Let us offer our own prayers both spoken and
unspoken.
(silence, during which there may be opportunity to offer
free prayer in one’s own language, or to speak names)
22

22

11

12/4/20

You are above us, O God,
You are beneath.
You are in air, you are in earth,
you are beside us, you are within.
O God,
you are in the betrayed and suffering people of our world
just as you were in the broken body of Jesus.
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OUR FATHER in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
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The bread is broken:
Look,
the Bread of Heaven is broken for the life of the world.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
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Music During Communion:
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
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Longing for peace, our world is troubled.
Longing for hope, many despair.
Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice.
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
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Longing for shelter, many are homeless.
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stones.
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.
Shine through the darkness.
Christ be our light!
Shine in your church gathered today.
Credit: Bernadette Farrell (b. 1957) Tune: Christ be our light
Performed by St Martin in the Fields

At the conclusion, silence is shared.
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Closing Responses
On our hearts and on our houses,
The blessing of God.
In our coming and our going,
The peace of God.
In our life and our believing,
The love of God.
At our end and new beginning,
The arms of God to welcome us
and bring us home.
Amen.
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To make a donation to support the mission and ministry
of St Mark’s, text ‘STMARKS 5’ to 70085 to donate £5.
This costs £5 plus std. rate message; you can give any
whole amount between £1 and £20.
Alternatively please join our regular giving scheme
by emailing the office. Thank you.
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The following sources have been used in compiling this service:
‘An Evening Service of Communion’ from the Iona Abbey Worship Book,
copyright © The Iona Community 2001;
and ‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’
copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006; and locally produced texts.
Scripture quotations, unless otherwise attributed, are from the New Revised
Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995.
Hymns and songs are reproduced under
ONE LICENSE A-632945 and CCLI 887387.
Cover image © Caitlin Thomson 2020, used with permission.
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