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Welcome to the Parish Church of St Mark
Serving the people of Broomhill & Broomhall

L iv ing  Th ink ing  Lov ing  Fa i th

Sunday 20 December
at 10.00 am

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk

Advent

Journeying in Peace

1

Welcome
A warm welcome to everyone joining together this morning, 

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s.

We celebrate the diversity of our human experience –
spirituality, ethnicity, gender and sexual orientation,

to name just a few.
As one body we discover deeper truths

than are possible when we remain separate.

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.  
We are glad that you are here.
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Preparing for worship

Wait …
without expectation
which might focus

attention too narrowly,
so that we miss the coming.  

Wait with expectancy, alert,
hearts, minds, hands, ears
open to receive the gift. 

Ann Lewin 3

3

Gathering

Introit: Sarabande – Handel
Performed by Andrew Sanderson

4

Welcome and Singing Bowl 

Followed by a short time of silence
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Prayers of Approach

5

May God be with you, and also with you.

People of God: return! 
You are called to be God’s own. 
From the mountains announce the good news. 
God comes in justice and peace, 
to all who follow his ways. 
You are God’s children. 
Make us one in the peace of Christ 
today and for ever. Amen. Locally produced text

5

Lighting the Advent Candles

A candle for each Sunday of Advent is lit as we sing the following chant
As the candles are lit in our church windows, you may wish to light a candle of 
your own.

6
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Listening, here and now, waiting for your calling.
Listening, here and now, waiting together.

A cantor will sing the verses

7

8

1. O God who calls us into light;
we hope for you.

2. You claim us as your children, Lord;
made one in love.

3. Our tears and mourning turn to dance;
now filled with joy. 

4. Your reign of justice is as hand; 
declare your peace! Hannah Jones

8



12/18/20

5

Journeying Together in Faith

9

Let us pray together:

Whatever our age or experience,
may the peace of God guide us 
as we explore God’s word
and follow the way of Christ.   Amen.

9

Prayers of Penitence

10

Jesus said, above all, strive for justice and peace. 

Within these fragmented days,
a gentle invitation threads through our lives,
reminding us that all is sacred
and rooted in a love that knows no bounds.

cf Matthew 6.33

Peter Millar

Silence for preparation

10
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SPIRIT OF COMPASSION,
when our hearts are hardened
to the call of Christ,
or to the cries of the needy;
when our words and actions
cause division or disrupt the pursuit of peace;
by your grace free us from wrongdoing
and liberate us to serve one another
in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

11

May God forgive you,
Christ renew you
and the Spirit enable you
to grow in love.  Amen.

12
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The Collect 
Let us pray

13

Steven Shakespeare (adapted) 

God of peace beyond understanding,
you needed Mary to give consent,
to bear the scandal, to carry your word within herself:
may her courage give hope to women and men
who yearn to sing new songs of justice
and find the world a dwelling place for God;
through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.
Amen.

13

Attending

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16
Read by Mike Hunt

14

After the reading we share a time of quiet

At the end the reader says:
How is this God’s word of Peace for us today?

14
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Now when the king was settled in his house, and 
the LORD had given him rest from all his enemies around 
him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am 
living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 
tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the LORD is with you.’

Continued…..

15

16

But that same night the word of the LORD came to 
Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: 
Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of 
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about 
in a tent and a tabernacle.

Continued…..
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Wherever I have moved about among all the people of 
Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal 
leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of 
cedar?’ Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant 
David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my 
people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, 
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will 
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones 
of the earth. Continued…..

17

18

And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant 
them, so that they may live in their own place, and be 
disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 
as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will 
make you a house.Your house and your kingdom shall be 
made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be 
established for ever.

18
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The Benedictus – A Song of Liberation

19

Taizé

Benedictus Dominus Deus, 
Benedictus Dominus Deus

qui visitavit et redemit populum suum.

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
who visits and redeems his people.

19

Gospel
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

Luke 1.26-38

At the end:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

20
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In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God 
to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary.And he came to her 
and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with 
you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and 
pondered what sort of greeting this might be.

21

22

The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favour with God.And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I 
am a virgin?’

22
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The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called Son of God.And now, your relative Elizabeth in 
her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing 
will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.

23

Advent Sermon Series

24

Followed by testimony from Saied Dadaiee and Hadis Lak
(with thanks to Merhnaz Zarafshar for her translation support)

Journeying in peace

Rev’d Cate Thomson

24
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Welcome

25

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:
Saied and Hadis, by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.

We welcome you into the fellowship of faith;
we are children of the same heavenly Father;
we welcome you.

Please unmute yourselves so that we can welcome Hadis and Saied in the usual fashion!
After which we listen to a piece of instrumental music.

25

Responding

26

Affirmation

Let us give voice to our convictions
and substance to our hopes.  

WE BELIEVE that God is present
in the darkness before dawn; 
where fear and courage join hands,
and the sun rises over barbed wire.

26



12/18/20

14

27

We believe in a God who sits down in our midst,
sharing our humanity.
We affirm a faith 
that takes us beyond the safe place,
into action, into vulnerability and into the streets. 

27

28

We commit ourselves to work for change
to stand with those on the edge;
to choose life and be used by the Spirit 
for God’s new community of hope.

Maranatha, come Lord Jesus.

Inspired by an affirmation from the Iona Community
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Prayers of the People – Eve Saunders

Bring healing
Bring peace

Maranatha
Come, Lord Jesus,
Amen.

29

29

Greeting of Peace

30

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of 
death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
We meet in Christ’s name and share his peace.

Luke 1.78-79
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The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another
remembering those from whom we are estranged.

31

Offertory Hymn

32

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here,
until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee,
O Israel.

32
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O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death's dark shadows put to flight.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee,
O Israel.

33

34

O come, O come, thou Lord of might,
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height
in ancient times didst give the Law,
in cloud and majesty and awe.

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee,
O Israel. Credit: Text: The Great O Antiphon, trans John Mason 

Neale (1818-1866), Music arr Colin Hand (b. 1929)
Tune: Veni Emmanuel
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Abiding

Blessed are you, O God;
through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer,
which earth has given and human hands have made.
May they be for us the foretaste of your kingdom.

Blessed be God for ever.

35

Preparation

35

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray

May God be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

36
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God of our longing,
God of our hoping,
it is good and right to praise you.

From the time of our forebears
you have journeyed with those who seek you
in openness and trust.

You inspired prophets to pursue justice –
to challenge the mighty
and liberate the oppressed.

37

38

Through John the baptiser
you taught us to lament our wrongdoings
and return to the way of forgiveness.

In Mary, the mother of faith,
you draw us into your passion
and reveal your peace.

38
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of truth and love. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

39

It is, indeed, good and right to praise you, saying:

39

40

Above all, we give you thanks
for revealing your salvation in Jesus Christ.
In him, we see the person you long for us to be,
through him, we feed on your wisdom and truth,
with him, we embrace your kingdom causes.

And now, in obedience to his command,
it is our duty and our joy,
to remember the night he gave himself up
and was handed over to death.

40
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41

In the company of his friends,
Jesus took bread,
blessed it in God’s holy name,
broke it and gave it to them, saying,
This is my body, which is given for you.
Do this to remember me.

Later, he took a cup of wine,
gave thanks, and offered it to them, saying,
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
Do this to remember me.

41

42

Ian Wallis (adapted)

God of our longing,
God of our hoping,
breathe your life-giving Spirit
into this bread and wine
that all who partake of this communion
may feed on Christ and taste his sacred hunger
for a world renewed by your promises
and fulfilled through your love.  Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion
In the peace of God, we pray together:
OUR FATHER in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 43

43

The bread is broken

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

44

Words of invitation follow

Come, all who are weary and heavy-laden;
come, all who are dancing with joy;
come to the table 
where sorrow and celebration belong together.

44
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45

Taizé

Chant during communion:

Da pacem cordium
Give peace to every heart

45

Venturing

46

Let us pray.

EVER-PRESENT God,
give us grace to respond to your call
with compassion, justice and peace.
May what we hope for, long for, strive for,
come a little closer,
bringing healing in its wings;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

Prayers of Commitment

46
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Announcements

To make a donation to support the mission and ministry of 
St Mark’s, text ‘STMARKS 5’ to 70085 to donate £5. 

This costs £5 plus std. rate message; you can give any whole 
amount between £1 and £20.

Alternatively please join our regular giving scheme
by emailing the office. Thank you.

47

47

48

Blessing
Follow, where the Spirit of Hope leads you.
Listen, as the child of Peace cries to you.
Rejoice, as the Love of God embraces you.
Go now in Hope, Love, Joy and Peace.
And may the blessing of God,
Life-giver, Pain-bearer, Love-maker
rest upon you, and all whom you love,
both living and departed, now and always. Amen.

Richard Becher
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Final Hymn

49

Now go in peace, now go in love
from the father above
Jesus Christ the son
stay with you till the day is done
Holy spirit encircle you
in all you think and do
Once again God's blessing be with us
Amen

Text: Michael Mair Tune: Junkanoo

49

Commission

God of our longing,
God of our hoping:
Eagerly we seek you.

Go in peace to prepare God’s way:
In the name of Christ.  Amen.

50

50



12/18/20

26

Organ Voluntary

51

Friendship Time
After the service ends, you will be invited to join a randomly-

generated break-out room where up to 5 households are able to 
chat. People are finding this a great way to get to know a few new 

people. If you don’t want to join these groups, please leave the 
meeting at the end of the Voluntary. Thank you!

Nun Komm, der Heiden Heiland
Buxtehude

Performed by Joshua Stephens

51

The following sources have been used in compiling this service: ‘Common Worship: 
Services and Prayers for the Church of England’ and ‘New Patterns for Worship’ © The 
Archbishops Council 2000, 2002 & 2006; ’Candles and Conifers’ ed Ruth Burgess © 

2005; ‘All Desires Known’ by Janet Morley © 2005; ‘600 Blessings and Prayers’, compiled 
by Geoffrey Duncan © 2005; and texts by Ian Wallis and other locally produced texts.

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence 
Number 294846 and One License A632945. 

The image on the front cover is from 
https://www.ciudadredonda.org/imagenes-religiosas

52

52

https://www.ciudadredonda.org/imagenes-religiosas

