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Chant – La Ténèbre 

 
 

La ténèbre n'est point ténèbre devant toi: la nuit comme le 

jour est lumière 

(Our darkness is never darkness in your sight: the deepest night is clear as the 

daylight.) 



 

Advent 1, Hope Prayer:  

Lord, as we look back on a year of grief, turmoil and restrictions, we 

look to your coming to bring a renewed hope to the world. may we 

humbly welcome and nurture this hope, as you were humbly welcomed 

in a stable, nurtured in a manger lined with straw. 

Lord Jesus, within the darkness  

 

Congregation: Let us celebrate the coming of your light 
 

ALLELUIA 20 

 

 
 

PSALM 31 

 

In you, O Lord, I take refuge. 

Let me never be put to shame. 

In your justice, set me free, 

hear me and speedily rescue me. 

Be a rock of refuge for me, 

a mighty stronghold to save me, 

for you are my rock, my stronghold. 

For your name’s sake, lead me and guide me. 

Release me from the snares they have hidden 

for you are my refuge, Lord. 

Into your hands I commend my spirit. 

It is you who will redeem me, Lord. 

You who have seen my affliction 

and taken heed of my soul’s distress, 

have not handed me over to the enemy, 

but set my feet at large. 



 

As for me, I trust in you, Lord; 

I say: You are my God. 

My life is in your hands, deliver me 

from the hands of those who hate me. 

Let your face shine on your servant. 

Save me in your love. 

 

Advent 2, Peace Prayer:  

Lord, where we have experienced division and uncertainty - in the 

world, in our country, in our close relationships, and within ourselves – 

may we experience your healing peace and unite these fractures, seeking 

reconciliation in every broken place. 

Lord Jesus, within the darkness  

Congregation: Let us celebrate the coming of your light 

 

  

Reading – John 1, 6 - 12 

 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true 

light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in 

the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 

did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave power to become children of God. 

 

 

 

 



 

Chant – The Kingdom of God 

 
 

The kingdom of God is justice and peace and joy in the Holy 

Spirit. Come, Lord, and open in us the gates of your kingdom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time of silence for personal prayer and reflection  
“Remaining in silence in God’s presence is already prayer” Brother Roger  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Chant –  Wait for the Lord 

 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the lord, keep 

watch, take heart! 

 

Advent 3, Joy Prayer:  

Lord, in the quiet moments of prayer, in the chaotic buzz of Christmas 

preparation, in the ordinary and extraordinary, may we experience your 

joy, mercy and simplicity. 

Lord Jesus, within the darkness  

Congregation: Let us celebrate the coming of your light 

 

 

UNMUTE to say together: Our Father 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 



 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

  

Chant – Confitemini Domino 

 
Confitemini Domino, Quoniam Bonus! Confitemini 

Domino, Alleluia! 

(Give thanks to the Lord for He is good! Give thanks to the Lord, 

Alleluia!) 

 

 

Advent 4, Love Prayer:  

Lord, as we approach the coming of Christ into the world and into our 

hearts, may we be always aware of your ever present love, unconditional 

and without end nor limit. 

Lord Jesus, within the darkness  

Congregation: Let us celebrate the coming of your light 

 

 

Closing Prayer  

Bless us, living God; in baptism you clothed us with a new garment, 

which is Christ himself. 



 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, 

Until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 

From depths of hell Thy people save, 

And give them victory o'er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come 

And open wide our heav'nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

O come, Adonai, Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 

In ancient times didst give the law 

In cloud and majesty and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

 

ZOOM SOCIAL TIME : ) 

 
 

 

Please consider making a donation to support the work of St Mark’s Church. 



 

You can make a donation by texting 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 plus a 
std rate msg. Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole amount up to £20. 

 

Thank you. 
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