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Living,Thinking, Loving Faith

Night Service
27 December 2020 @ 7 p m

Lights in darkness
a Christmas service for difficult times

Welcome!
Take time to settle.
Use these opening minutes to ...
become aware ...
of the surroundings,
of those around,
of those you carry within.

Peace on each one who comes in need,
Peace on each one who comes in joy.

Gathering

Peace on each one who offers prayers,
Peace on each one who offers song.
Peace of the Maker, Peace of the Son,
Peace of the Spirit, the Triune One.
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We gather this evening in the midst of the Christmas Season
We are surrounded by carols and decorations;
wishes of joy and merriment;
Christmas specials on TV;
repeats of the old favourite movies;
festive food and drink;
loops of the same familiar songs on radio and in shops proclaiming:
‘It’s Christmas!’
But Christmas is not always easy.
For many this season may also bring pain, and conflict,
the feeling of loss and grief,
isolation, uncertainty and anxiety.
Tonight, we name the darkness in the world around us
and pray for the coming of Christ’s light.

Attending and Responding
Isaiah 9. 2-7

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onwards and for evermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
A candle is lit.

As the people of Israel yearned desperately for the one who would
free them from their oppressors, we light this candle in the name of
all who are oppressed this Christmas.
For all who are being crushed by the powerful,
for all who are denied a voice,
for those trapped without escape,
for those who yearn desperately for freedom.
Light of the World: Shine in the darkness

Luke 2.1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all
the world should be registered. This was the first registration and
was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came
for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
A candle is lit.
As Mary and Joseph were denied warmth and welcome in
Bethlehem, far from friends and family, we light this candle in the
name of all who feel rejection, isolation, or loss this Christmas.
For all who will be alone this Christmas,
for those unable to be their true self in fear of rejection,
for all who feel isolated, unwelcome, and forgotten,
for those who yearn for family and safe places,
and for all those who grieve absent loved ones this night.
Light of the World: Shine in the darkness

Luke 2.8-14

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping
watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid;
for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’
A candle is lit.
As the shepherds began in fear and yet found joy, we light this
candle in the name of all who are afraid this Christmas.
For all who are overcome by terror,
for those who live under the shadow of what is to come,
for those who face evil,
for all who yearn for good news.
Light of the World: Shine in the darkness

Luke 2.15-20

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So
they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying
in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had
been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.

A candle is lit.
As the people who heard the shepherds’ tale were unbelieving, we
light this candle in the name of all who are plagued by doubt this
Christmas.
For all who doubt the love of others,
for those who fear that no one will believe them,
for those who find it hard to trust,
for those full of self-loathing and guilt,
for all who long for comfort and truth.
Light of the World: Shine in the darkness

John 1.1-5

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God.
All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being.
What has come into being in him was life,
and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.
Further candles are lit.
We light these candles for all the unnamed darkness that haunts our
world and for the hurts we carry which we have not spoken this
evening.
Light of the World: Shine in the darkness

Abiding
Chant

La ténèbre n'est point ténèbre devant toi:
la nuit comme le jour est lumière
Our darkness is never darkness in your sight:
the deepest night is clear as the daylight.

Taizé

We share a time of silence for our own reflections and prayers, lasting
approximately 10 minutes.
You may wish to use this opportunity to name before God the darkness in
which you walk, and ask for the light of Christ to be present with you.
At the end of the silence, we listen or sing along again to our chant.

O Trinity of Love,
You have been with us at the world’s beginning,
Be with us ‘til the world’s end.

Venturing

You have been with us at our life’s shaping,
Be with us at our life’s end.
You have been with us at the sun’s rising,
Be with us ‘til the day’s end.
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May the peace of Christ go with you,
Wherever you may roam.
May God guide you through the wilderness,
Protect you from the storm.
May God bring you home rejoicing,
At the wonders you have seen.
May God bring you home rejoicing,
Once again into our doors.
The peace of all peace
Be ours this night
In the name of God,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit of Life.
Amen.
Northumbria Community, adapted

Please feel free to stay for social time after the service.

Please consider making a donation to support the work of St Mark’s Church.
You can make a donation by texting 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This
costs £5 plus a std rate msg. Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole amount
up to £20.
Thank you.

During the covid-19 crisis, the Taizé Community has given permission free of
charge for the use of the songs of Taizé in any streamed, podcast or online services
or prayers in the UK and Ireland.
This service will use a track from the album
‘Chants de la prière à Taizé’ by Taizé (1998).
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