
 

 

Tonight, whether in church or in our homes, we gather with a sense of anticipation 
and expectancy, waiting for that moment that the clock strikes midnight and 
Christmas truly begins. For many, the usual excitement may well be marred by 
sadness, uncertainty, fear, anxiety or suffering as a result of the impact of the effects 
of Coronavirus. It’s certainly been a year which has been very different from any I’ve 
previously experienced. It’s been a roller coaster of frequently changing plans and 
mixed emotions and Christmas Day will be little different in this respect.  
 
On the whole, we associate Christmas with gathering together, with family and 
friends, with love and laughter, and with a sense of peace. This year, for many, 
Christmas is going to be difficult, different to what we hoped for and continue to 
long for as togetherness in the form of face to face conversations and hugging loved 

ones remain a distant reality. At this moment, it’s important for each of us to 
acknowledge our hopes and fears, our joy and sadness, our expectations and our 
disappointments. 
 
Life as we have known it has been put on hold, things have changed but within the 
uncertainty, in the midst of chaos and fear, there is something we are invited to 
recognise, Christmas, and the opportunity to meet with God and one another is not 
cancelled, it’s different.  
 
Nativity scenes and decorations are still up in church and our homes. 
 
Technology is enabling us to worship and be in relationship with God and one 
another via Zoom as well as within the government guidelines for those who feel 
able to, to be in the building. 
 
The music and solo singer is bringing a new dimension to our worship.  
 
We unite to Communion in the traditional way alongside the intimacy of spiritual 
communion in our homes which has taken on a new and profound significance as 
the moment is marked with silence and stillness or by breaking bread from our 
everyday loaves. 
 
In each of these moments, God is present and remembered. In each and every 
circumstance we face. God is with us. It’s easy for me to say these words but you 
may well be asking, where can I find God when I’m sad or anxious or lonely.  Where 
is God in the ups and downs of life? 
 
In the rest of the gospel, John shows us Jesus in action, interacting with troubled 
people, performing healings, and teaching truth. Jesus is present not only as we 
gather to worship but as an every day God, in times of joy and celebration, but also 
in the midst of loneliness, suffering and bereavement.   



 

 

Jesus enters into our conversations and relationships, journeying alongside us when 
we are troubled, isolated and lonely, offering healing, joy and peace.  
We may be walking in uncharted territory, but we are not walking in the dark and 
we are not walking alone. 
 
Through his incarnation, Jesus was revealed to us, the Word made flesh, the light of 
the world, the revealer of the heart of God. In Jesus, we discover a teacher and a 
saviour who came to comfort us with love and light before challenging us to share 
that love and light with others. Nothing can take away the presence of God in our 
lives or of Christmas in our homes, hearts and communities. 
 
 God is in the hope of the child waiting for their presents and the adult waiting for 
the Coronavirus vaccination. God is in the love of those working in our shops, 
hospitals, our care homes, our neighbours...in each person who reaches out to 
another individual in need. God is in the joy of receiving an unexpected gift or phone 
all, but most of all God is with us when we are present to one another, giving of 
ourselves whether we are feeling vulnerable or empowered. 
 
The Incarnation of Jesus brings the promise that, strengthened by his presence, we 
too can bring hope, love, joy and peace to others through our presence.  As 

children of God, we’re in this together. Coronavirus is a global pandemic affecting 

the whole planet. We’re one people all connected to this place we all call home. 
May we care well for it and for one another. May we live with more grace, kindness 
and compassion than ever before. May we share God’s love with others, even 

though we can’t physically be together.  As we wait for sufficient people to receive 
the vaccination and confirmation of it’s hoped for efficacy,  may we open our hearts 
and minds to the wonders and revelation of God with us, now and always and may 
we live out the Christmas story with one another, highlighting the wonder and the 
unshakable hope that it offers all of us. Christmas matters and we need to do our 
best to be creative with what we do have and to make the celebration meaningful 
and filled with hope.  As we look for Christ’s coming among us this day, open our 
eyes to behold his presence. I’m going to end with a new poem by Ann Lewin which 
she has given me permission to share more widely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Not Cancelled 
  
In this bleak midwinter 
He will come: 
  
Embracing us in love, 
Re-ordering our priorities, 
Opening our hearts to hope; 
  
Comforting us in sorrow, 
Rescuing us from despair, 
Accepting us in weakness, 
Surprising us with joy. 
  
Nothing can cancel Christmas 
He will come: 
The dawn of light 
No darkness can destroy. 
 
Ann Lewin 
  


