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Based on the story ‘The Circle of Joy’, attributed to Paolo Coelho

One day, Bear knocked hard on his friend Rabbit’s door.

When Rabbit opened the door, Bear said,
“Rabbit, I bring you these chocolates as a gift”
and she was given
the biggest box of chocolates
she had ever seen.
“Thank you!” said Rabbit.
“I will take this to the bunnies immediately,
they’ll be delighted with this present.”
“No! I brought it for you”, said Bear,
“for whenever I am feeling down
and I knock on your door or phone you up,
you help me remember things we’ve done together
like splashing in muddy puddles as we go out for a walk
and searching for fungi, moss and berries amongst the trees by the river,
and this brings me joy.”

Rabbit accepted the chocolates and spent the entire morning admiring them.
She chose one and decided to share her gift with someone else.

Later, Rabbit delivered the
chocolates to Owl, who had
always encouraged her as they
read stories like
“The Smartest Giant in Town”
and shared words of wisdom
as they did arts and crafts,
built Lego and played with
the Potter Puppet Pals.

Owl was very pleased with
the chocolates, and quickly
chose his favourite one,
but he also recalled that
his friend Tiger had been
poorly and was missing his
hugs and cuddles, and
thought:
“I’ll give tiger the rest of
the chocolates.
Who knows, it may bring
some joy to his life.”

And that is what he did. But
the chocolates didn’t stay in
Tiger’s room for long,
for as he ate one,
he reflected:
“Boo has looked after me
for so long,
feeding me my favourite
meals of pancakes,
fish and chips,
crime brûlée
and yoghurt.
I’m sure Boo will enjoy
these.”

Boo, in turn, gave the chocolates
to school and church friends
which reminded them of times they
had hula hooped, sung, danced
and made music together
in their homes and playgrounds
and lit sparklers out on the Church Green.
The chocolates were nearly gone,
and Boo wanted to give the last few
to someone very special.
Boo remembered the first time they had really thought
about the things that bring them joy,
and of their friend who had enabled them to be part of a community
who knew how to value the wonders of life.

And so,
just before nightfall,
Boo took the rest of
the chocolates
to Rabbit.
“Eat and enjoy
them”,
Boo said,
“For you have been
a blessing to so
many
others.”

Rabbit understood that the gift had been truly destined for her,
and enjoyed the remaining chocolates,
before putting on a special pair of luxury socks
and falling into a pleasant sleep
where she dreamed about going swimming
and meeting all her friends again.

Thus this particular circle was closed;

a circle of happiness and joy,
which shone brightly around the place where
Bear, Rabbit, Owl, Tiger, Boo and their friends gathered.

