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Welcome
A warm welcome to everyone joining together this morning,
especially if this is your first visit
to St Mark’s.
Our celebration is richer for your part in it.
Thank you for being here.
Before the service begins,
you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection.
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Preparing for worship
Epiphany embraces the nations of the world,
kneeling on a bare floor before a child.
Kate McIlhagga
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Gathering
Introit: In the bleak midwinter,
Welcome and Singing Bowl
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Opening Hymn
We three kings of Orient are;
bearing gifts we traverse afar;
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
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Born a King on Bethlehem plain,
gold I bring, to crown him again,
King for ever, ceasing never,
over us all to reign.
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
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Frankincense to offer have I,
incense owns a Deity nigh,
prayer and praising, all men raising,
worship him, God most high.
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
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Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume
breathes a life of gathering gloom;
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying,
sealed in the stone-cold tomb.
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
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Glorious now behold him arise,
King and God and sacrifice;
heaven sings alleluia,
alleluia the earth replies.
O star of wonder, star of night,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.
Text and music: John Henry Hopkins (1820-1891)
Tune: Kings of Orient
9
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Prayers of Approach
God of God,
Light of Light
true God of true God
we bless you.
Object of the Magi’s search,
subject of an old man’s song
fulfilment of Anna’s hope
we bless you.
10

10

5

1/8/21

Mary’s son,
Joseph’s son,
God’s own son,
we bless you.
May God be with you
and also with you.
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Saying Sorry and Being Forgiven
Christ, the light of the world,
has come to show us the way.
Christ came to share our lives:
we’re sorry when we reject him.

Pause for reflection

Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
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Christ came with good news for everyone:
we’re sorry when we don’t try to share it.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ came to teach us to love:
we’re sorry when we are unkind, to ourselves and others.
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Christ came to teach us to love:
we’re sorry when we are unkind,
to ourselves and others.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
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May the God of forgiveness
heal you of all that harms you
and lead you into life
in all its fullness.
Amen.
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Peruvian Gloria

GLORY TO GOD, glory to God, glory in the Highest.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the Highest.
To God be glory forever.
To God be glory forever.
Alleluia! Amen.
Alleluia! Amen. Alleluia! Amen. Alleluia! Amen.
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to Christ Jesus…
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the spirit…
Traditional Peruvian (collected by John Ballantine, b.1945)16
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Let us pray

The Collect

O God,
who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son
to the peoples of the earth:
mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face.
Amen
Common Worship
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Attending
Gospel Reading: Verses from Matthew 2.1-12 (The Message)
Read by Sarah Frost
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Round sung to the tune of Frère Jacque
We three travellers
following a star
come to see the baby
we come from afar.

(each line is repeated)

Born to be the saviour
what can I give?
Try my best to love each day
this is how I’ll live.
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Reflection

Shan Rush, Assistant Priest
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Responding in Prayer
Led by Lizzie Ilsley
Living light.
Shine through us.
At the end
Jesus, light of the world.
You hold our hands as we journey together
May your love shine through us, bringing hope.
Amen.
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Song of Peace
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall
be no end.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
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Offertory Hymn
In the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter,
Long ago.
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Our God, heaven cannot hold him
Nor earth sustain;
heaven and earth shall flee away
When he comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter
A stable place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty
Jesus Christ.
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What can I give him
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man
I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give him —
Give my heart.
Credit:Text: Christina Rossetti (1830-94)
Music: Gustav Holst (1874 - 1934)
Tune: Cranham
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Abiding
Preparation
Lord, accept your people’s gifts,
not gold, frankincense or myrrh,
but hearts and voices raised in praise
of Jesus Christ, our light and our salvation. Amen.
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray
May God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to our gracious God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
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GIVER OF ALL BLESSINGS
we give you thanks and praise
for Jesus, Light of the world,
the light which cannot be overpowered;
we thank you that you have called us
to walk in his light;
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we praise you for the insight of the Magi,
who by their gifts
showed that all life is gift;
with them, with angels and archangels
and all who live in the light,
we proclaim your glory saying:
Ann Lewin (adapted)
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of truth and love.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Father and Mother of us all,
we give you thanks for every gift of grace.
To the darkness Jesus came as your light.
With signs of faith and words of hope
he touched untouchables with love and washed the guilty clean.
This is his story.
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest.
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The crowds came out to see your Son,
yet at the end they turned on him.
On the night he was betrayed
he came to table with his friends
to celebrate the freedom of your people.
This is his story.
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest.
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Jesus blessed you for the food;
he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and said:
This is my body, given for you all.
Jesus then gave thanks for the wine;
he took the cup, gave it and said:
This is my blood, shed for you all for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this in remembrance of me.
This is our story.
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest.
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Therefore, with this bread and this cup
we remember how he died to set us free.
Defying death he rose again
and is alive with you to plead for us and all the world.
This is our story.
This is our song: Hosanna in the highest.
Send your Spirit on us now
that by these gifts we may feed on Christ
with opened eyes and hearts on fire.
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May we and all who share this food
offer ourselves to live for you
and be welcomed at your feast in heaven
where all creation worships you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit:
Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.
Common Worship Eucharistic Prayer D - adapted
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion
OUR FATHER in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
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The bread is broken
We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
God’s holy gifts
for God’s holy people.
Jesus Christ is holy,
Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
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During our communion we sing the following chant:
Bless the Lord, my soul,
and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord, my soul,
who leads me into life

Jacques Berthier (1923-94),Taize

At the conclusion, silence is shared.
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Prayers of Commitment
Let us pray
FATHER OF ALL,
we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
(continued…)
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May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us;
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Announcements
To make a donation to support the mission and ministry of
St Mark’s, text ‘STMARKS 5’ to 70085 to donate £5.
This costs £5 plus std. rate message; you can give any whole
amount between £1 and £20.
Alternatively, please join our regular giving scheme
by emailing the office. Thank you.
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Blessing
MAY CHRIST, who draws the nations to himself,
teach us to love our enemies;
may Christ, who enters the water of baptism,
lead us to live in love;
may Christ, who gives new wine for the world,
turn our despair into joy;
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and the blessing of God,
Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life,
rest upon you and those whom you love,
both living and departed, now and always.
Amen.
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Final Hymn
Now go in peace, now go in love
from the father above
Jesus Christ the son
stay with you till the day is done
Holy spirit encircle you
in all you think and do
Once again God's blessing be with us
Amen.

Text: Michael Mair
Tune: Junkanoo
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Commission
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ Amen.

Voluntary
In Dir ist Freude
JS Bach (1685 - 1750) BWV 615
Played by Josh Stephens
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Friendship Time
After the service ends, you will be invited to join a randomlygenerated break-out room where up to 5 households are able to
chat. People are finding this a great way to get to know a few new
people. If you don’t want to join these groups, please leave the
meeting at the end of the Voluntary. Thank you!
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The following sources have been used in compiling this service:
The following sources have been used in compiling this service: ‘Common
Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’ and ‘Common
Worship:Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 &
2006; ‘Shine on, Star of Bethlehem’, edited by Geoffrey Duncan; and locally
produced texts.
Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number
294846 or One License A-632945. All rights reserved.
The image on the front cover, entitled ‘The Three Kings’,
is by David Jones (1895-1974).
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