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The voice of God 
1 Samuel 3.1-10, John 1.43-end 

 

I have this vivid memory of a Religious Studies lesson in year 8. It was in the afternoon, and 
our teachers had invited some members of a local church to talk about Christianity.  I was 

always uncomfortable in the lessons which discussed Christianity, because everyone knew I 

was a Christian, and there were one or two who really enjoyed making fun of me for some 
of the beliefs they thought I must hold.  

 

So, here’s a lesson in which not only are we looking at Christianity, but some well-meaning 
guests were about to be grilled by my classmates. Inevitably, one of them was asked if they 

actually believed that God talked to them. And of course, this lovely, earnest sibling in faith 

said “Yes” and that she heard the actual voice of God. I remember at that point feeling a 
combination of horror and pity – ‘you’ve just thrown yourself to the wolves’, I thought, and ‘now 

they’re going to add this question to the ones they taunt me with’  

 
As I look back, I realise that I had internalised a distain for the earnest intimacy of my own 

faith due to my fear of how it might be received by my peers – I was comfortable answering 

some of the less personal questions: “Do you believe in sex before marriage?” I believe it 
happens but I’m 12 so I’m not particularly interested in that question right now, next 

question. “You do know that God doesn’t exist, don’t you?” Well, that’s what your experience 

tells you – my own experience tells me differently. “Do you believe that God talks to you?” 
Um… 

 

The answer (though I don’t think I ever shared it with my classmates) was ‘yes’, but to go 
into the detail of how I had experienced God’s voice felt too intimate, too personal, and too 

vulnerable.  

 
Our readings this morning tell stories of how God has spoken to people in the history of 

our faith. 

 
In our Gospel reading, Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael to follow him as disciples. Jesus – the 

incarnate Word of God -  gives them a clear and directive message: “Follow me”. It’s 

unambiguous and difficult to miss – the sort of message that people have in mind when they 
talk about wanting a ‘sign’ to help tell them what to do, or what decision to make, or even 

what to believe. Doubts are reassured with intimacy – who are you? I am someone who 

knows you.  The world would be a lot easier if we all heard God like this, wouldn’t it? 
 

Samuel’s experience was different - when the Word of God came to him, it was not in 
daylight and face-to-face, but a quiet yet persistent voice in the night – one which he 

couldn’t tell apart from that of his mentor, Eli. It required him to seek the help of others to 

help him understand what was happening, and to take a risk of trust. For Samuel, this was a 
process of discernment.  

 

Of course, for both the disciples and Samuel their encounters with the Word of God were 
as an audible voice – or at least that’s how their stories are told. But there are many ways 

through which God speaks to us – for some this is through impressions, gut instincts, 

images, inspiration, something which sticks with them from something they’ve read or 



Sunday 17 January 2021 – Epiphany 2 
Revd Cate Thomson 

 
heard… often others will carry the Word to us (sometimes knowingly, sometimes not) 

through their comments, actions, example…  
 

 In those situations, it can be harder to know if God is really talking to you or if it’s simply 

what you want God to be saying to you. You need to question and interrogate the message 
– is this consistent with my knowledge of the character of God? With scripture, tradition, 

reason, experience? What do the people around me think? Do my soul-friends and faith 

companions agree? Then - like Samuel, we need to take a risk of trust. 
 

So, ask my year 8 classmates: “Do you really believe that God actually speaks to you?” 

 
I believe in a God who is interested, involved, and invested in our lives – a God who calls us 

to realise our potential in so many different ways, and who drives us to improve the world 

around us.  
 

Often, for me, if I’m seeking God’s ‘direction’ it is revealed piecemeal – section by section 

like pieces of a jigsaw until I discover that missing piece which completes the picture. Each 
of these puzzle pieces might be delivered in different ways, through different means and 

people – and at different times. Yet God is with me throughout the process – even when I 

seem to be met with a frustrating silence.  
 

Other times, if I am simply seeking ‘contact’ with God through prayer, I might receive an 

image or impression to meditate over. Or – more often – a ‘feeling’ or ‘sense’ that God is 
with me in whatever moment or issue I am considering. 

 

And – very occasionally – I have felt a sense of insistent direction or confidence in a 
moment that tells me ‘this is what you need to do’.  

 

I wonder, do you believe that God talks to you? And if so, how? Is it something you feel 
comfortable talking about? Why?  

 

Perhaps, together, we could take the risk of trust and by bold together as we ask, 
 

“What is the Word of God for us today?” 


