
Intercessions for St Mark’s, 31st January 2021, Candlemas 
 
Let us pray to our God  
who presents and purifies 
calls and challenges 
comforts and persists 
warns and welcomes. 
 
Jesus was presented in the Temple, the centre of your people Israel’s worship:  
accept, O calling God, the worship we offer you together at this time, and daily in our lives. 
We pray that suitable people may apply for the post of Liberal Theologian,  
and for the members of our Ministry Team, giving thanks for Sue, Shan, Cate, Hannah, 
David, Anne, Jonathan, and our churchwardens Pat and James. 
Living light. Shine through us. 
 
Joseph protected his family from the world’s harm: 
guide us, O challenging God, as we strive to live faithfully in the world you have given us. 
May we live gently on your earth, aware of our ecological responsibilities as we combat 
climate change and attend to the needs of the environment 
Give us the courage and means to hold the leaders of nations to account so that they may 
display humility not arrogance, timely action not indecision. 
In the darkness that Jesus came to dispel, may we be brave enough to see the light and be 
the light, walking together to the hill we have to climb. 
Living light. Shine through us. 
 
Anna waited patiently with hope in one place:  
give hope, patience, courage and protection, O persistent God,  
to all who find confinement a burden,  
to those who are once again shielding,  
to families coping with working from home and helping children home educate, 
to all who are in extra danger of abuse or neglect. 
May all, whatever our circumstances, become strong, filled with wisdom and the favour of 
God. 
Living light. Shine through us. 
 
Mary was warned of a heart-piercing sword: 
be present, O comforting God 
with all who are torn apart by anxiety or mental health problems, 
with all who are ill with covid-19, 
with all who pour out their lives in service in our hospitals, surgeries, emergency services 
and in rolling out the vaccination programme; 
with James, John, Margaret, Susan and Norman, Sarah.  
and with Annick, David, Dora and Thomas, Linda, Liz, Marguerite, Mary, Maurice, Michael, 
Naomi, Pat and Barbara, Richard and Rosemary, Stuart 
Living light. Shine through us. 
 
Simeon was allowed to depart in peace: 
draw to you, O welcoming God, all whose life on earth has closed and who now journey on 
into the light that is your closer presence especially as we lament the 100,000 in our nation 
who have died because of the pandemic. 
We also pray for Anthea Meakin, James Dixon, Carol Walter and Jane Sinclair, who have 
died recently, 
for all those whom we love but see no longer, 
and for all who mourn, including Avril, Gillian and the countless thousands throughout the 
world who are grieving, often alone. 
Jesus, light of the world. 
May your healing peace inspire hope in our troubled world; be born in us, we pray. 
Amen. 


