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Hope in the Light 

 
           A service offering space to explore 

 Wholeness and healing 



           

              Preparing for worship 

Wait … 

without expectation 

which might focus 

attention too narrowly, 

so that we miss the coming. 

 

Wait with expectancy, alert, 

hearts, minds, hands, ears 

open to receive the gift. 

Ann Lewin 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Welcome! 
 

 

Welcome 

 
Welcome to Night Service, which tonight falls on the Feast of 

Candlemas, the Presentation of Christ at the Temple 

 
Traditionally this is a day when the left over, broken candles from the 

Christmas season are gathered and lit together as a whole. 

 
As we prepare to worship, we light a candle, and remember that 

although we are apart, we are together in Christ. 

 
God, who came to us as a child -  Give light. Give hope. 
 

 

Gathering 
 

Wholeness and brokenness 
 

Wholeness and brokenness 

can be strangely misleading. 

We wear our “wholeness” 

like a badge of honor 

seldom recognizing 

that it is a shield; 

our prized invulnerability a mask 

deflecting gazes 



which we fear 

may linger too long 

and see what is within. 

Yet, if we could but own 

our brokenness, 

find it held by fellow-pilgrims 

as a sacrament; 

we may yet discover 

that in our fragile, broken selves 

we are more whole 

than ever we were 

hiding behind our strength; 

and where we see only fracture 

God sees instead 

a window 

through which 

His light and life 

may flow.       

 Jeannie Kendall 

Chant 



Kindle a flame, 

to lighten the dark 

and take all fear away. 

 Words: John L Bell (born 1949) and Graham Maule (1958-2019)  Tune: 

Kindle a Flame 

  

Attending 
 
1 Corinthians 12, 12 – 27 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form 

one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one 
Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or 

free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the 

body is not made up of one part but of many. 

15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 

belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of 

the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do 
not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part 

of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense 

of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense 
of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every 

one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one 

part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but 

one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head 

cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those 
parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the 

parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. 

And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special 
modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. 

But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts 

that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but 



that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part 

suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part 

rejoices with it. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 

 

Responding 

 

 

 
 
This image is taken from the website of the Cathedral of Washington, 

where Micheal Pendry’s installation ‘ Les Colombes’ – ‘ The Doves’ is 

currently installed. It’s made up of two thousand paper doves, each 
separately created and then brought together to make a whole.   

 

We share a time of silence for approximately 10 minutes. 
 

During this time, you might like to reflect on your thoughts or the 

photograph of Les Colombes to light a candle as a sign of prayer or to say 
the following words quietly to yourself. 



 

Spirit of the living God, 

present with us now, 

enter my body, mind and spirit, 

to heal and bring wholeness and peace.  Amen. 

 

Abiding 

Kindle a flame, 
to lighten the dark 

and take all fear away. 

Venturing 

 

Blessing  
 

God has made us one with Christ. 

He has set his seal upon us 
And, as a pledge of what is to come, 

Has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
 

Go forward from here in peace. 

Know that you are whole in the sight of God 
And that God's mercy is without limits. 

Let the risen Christ refresh you with hope 

And journey within you towards the new horizon. 
 

The blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Be among us, and those we love, both living and departed, 
Now and always. 

 

 Amen 
 

 

 
 



 
 

Please consider making a donation to support the work of St Mark’s Church. 

You can make a donation by texting 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This 
costs £5 plus a std rate msg. Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole 

amount up to £20. 

 
Thank you. 
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