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EMMANUEL, GOD WITH US 
 

What will Christmas look like 
this year? 

Here at St Mark’s we have 
decided to offer Christmas 
services which reach beyond 
our walls, not least because we 
simply don’t know whether 
people will be allowed to come 
inside them.  Advent is focusing 
on ‘Lights of Hope’, as we 
continue to encourage each of 
you to find ways to let hope 
shine through your windows, 
through your lives, into a world 
where so many of us are 
anxious about the future.  
Instead of an Advent wreath in 
church we are going to light 
candles in the windows 
overlooking the Green, which 
will stay alight (safely) all week, 
shining brightly in the darkness.  
We have also chosen to use 
our Advent sermon series as 
an opportunity to look outward, 
considering what Hope, Love, 

Joy and Peace mean to us and others around the world, right now.   

If you’re able to pass St Mark’s Green, you might see a star, shining brightly for 
all.  If you have something shiny to hang on the trees, add it to the display which 
the families are creating throughout December, a sign of light, shining in the 
darkness.   

On December 6 (St Nicholas’ Day) the Lunch and Friendship Club will be 
celebrating with a simple gift-giving activity, bringing love to each person’s 
home.  Hannah Jones, Lu and their team are organising a Christingle 
Celebration to reach out to as many people within the community as possible, 
offering a ‘do-it-yourself’ Christingle bag and a service which everyone can join 
from home.   
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In order to celebrate our Festival of Readings and Carols with as many people 
as possible, we have decided to pre-record it this year.  David Willington is 
working on the music and, as usual, we will gather voices from around our local 
community to share the readings.  This service will be broadcast on the Sunday 
before Christmas.  Let your neighbours know that this is a service they can join 
in with from home!   

On Christmas Eve we hope to have our Crib Service on the Green and hold the 
Midnight Mass in the building, but we are working on a back-up plan should the 
need arise.   

On Christmas Day we have decided that the only way to include everyone who 
would want to come together is to host a Zoom Service.  On Zoom, geographical 
distance can be overcome so if you have family or friends in other parts of the 
country (or world) who you would like to see on Christmas Day invite them to 
join in!  If they live in a different time zone, perhaps they would send us a 
message for you to read out, or a short audio or video clip?  Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if, this year, we could share Christmas stories from around the world 
and make the most of the ways in which we can connect.   

Of course there will be some of our congregation who can’t join us, for one 
reason or another.  If you know someone from church who would value a simple 
gift, so that we can bring Christmas to them, please let Shan know.  The craft 
group is busy making some treats!   

Whatever Christmas has meant to us in 
the past, this year will be different.  So 
let’s celebrate God’s presence among 
us simply.  It doesn’t matter what we 
buy but how we give ourselves to one 
another in love and service.  However 
well we are prepared, may we be still be 
surprised by the arrival of the Christ-
child in the midst of our lives, wherever 
we are, however we’re feeling. 

May the God of hope fill you with 
love, joy and the peace which passes 

our understanding, that we may be 
filled with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit.  (cf Romans 15:13) 

With love, Sue x 
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OLDER THAN YOU THINK –  
THE STORY OF THE ADVENT CALENDAR 

 
I’ve loved advent calendars since I was given a 
Girl Annual that explained how to make one 

shaped like a house with two dozen windows out 
of a cardboard box.  I recently discovered that 
calendars like this go back well over a hundred 
years.  In nineteenth century Germany, Lutherans 
would make chalk marks on their doors every day 
from 1 December to count down to Christmas.  
The mother of a little boy called Gerhard Lang 
went one better and stuck 24 tiny sweets onto a 
square of cardboard, one treat a day.  The idea 
stayed with him. By 1908, Gerhard was in the 
printing business and produced what is thought to 
be the first ever printed advent calendar of 24 
pictures.  A few years later, he decided to add little 
doors to the pictures to bring an element of 
surprise.  The business closed shortly before the 
outbreak of war; with paper strictly rationed, it was 
some time before calendars appeared again; but 
a year after the end of the war, a printer called 
Richard Sellmar got special permission from the 
US authorities to resume production and his firm 
is still selling copies of the calendar he produced 
in 1946, The Little Town.   
 
 To celebrate the season the Messenger has 
persuaded Michael Miller, Shan Rush and Sarah 
Rousseau to give you 24 little pictures dotted 

through the pages to make your own calendar – 
from high art to home-made angels, stained glass 
to sprouts.  For copyright reasons we can’t print 
a template for the base but there are lots of 

designs on the internet − my favourite, a tiny 

house you can use to make a village with a 
picture in every home, can be found at 
www.babbledabbledo.com.  Or just enjoy.  Here 
are some pictures to start you off!   
 

Frances Gray 
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WACHET AUF – THE KING OF CHORALES 
 
One of the things we will miss during December, amongst the many other 
Coronavirus deprivations, is the sound of Advent music – especially the familiar 
Advent hymns like On Jordan’s Bank, O come O come Emmanuel and Wachet Auf, 
(sung as Wake, O wake with tidings thrilling or Sleepers wake.) 

 

Wachet Auf was born of an epidemic of plague at the end of the sixteenth century 
when humanity was far less able to deal with such tragedy than the NHS is today.   

Phillip Nicolai was the son of a 
Lutheran pastor born in 
Mengeringhausen, Waldeck, 
Germany in 1556.  He was ordained a 
Lutheran pastor in 1583 in the city of 

Herdecke.  However, he was soon at 
odds with the Roman Catholic town 
council and when Spanish troops 
arrived, Nicolai fled.  In 1596, he 
became pastor at Unna in Westphalia.  
He had just taken the job when the 
town was hit with a terrible plague.  By 
the end, almost half of Unna had 
succumbed.  For Nicolai, whose parsonage overlooked the cemetery and who had 
to perform countless funerals, it must have felt like the apocalypse.  He consoled 
himself by writing a collection of meditations, Frewden-Spiegel dess ewigen Lebens 
(The Mirror of the Joy of Eternal life), a hopeful light shining in the midst of terrible 
darkness.  He included two original hymns (with melodies) Wachet auf! and Wie 

schön leuchtet der Morgenstern.  (How brightly beams the Morning Star).  These two 
chorales, with their extraordinarily successful wedding of the text to the magnificent 
tunes, have become known as the ‘King’ and ‘Queen’ of chorales.  The melodies are 
apparently by Nicolai, though portions of them may have been suggested by earlier 
tunes.  Wachet Auf has a majestic simplicity and dignity and well deserves its title.  
Since its use by Mendelssohn in his oratorio St Paul (1836) it has become well-known 
in England.   

A host of composers have produced works based on Wachet Auf, but pre-eminent 
among them is Bach’s Cantata 140 written for the 27th Sunday after Trinity, 1731.  
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The three verses of the chorale frame the whole work.  The first verse is set as a 
choral fantasia – a persistent dotted rhythm suggesting the passing of time and the 
midnight chimes; the chorale melody in long notes in Sopranos and horn.  The 
second verse has Bach’s famous counterpoint which ranks among the best known 
and most loved of Bach’s individual cantata movements.  The final verse has a 
beautiful, soaring setting, the orchestra doubling the voices, expressing a bliss almost 
beyond words.  The pairs of movements separating the chorale verses each consist 
of a Tenor recitative and a Soprano and Bass duet, the anonymous texts based on 
the Song of Songs.  Both duets imbue the words with a truly wonderful sensuous 
feeling, yet they remain spiritually expressive.   

 

Bach later transcribed the fourth movement as a Chorale Prelude for organ and it 
was subsequently published along with five other transcriptions he made of cantata 
movements as the Schübler Chorales.  He went to the trouble and expense of 
engaging a master engraver for these significant items from his œuvre.   

There is a rather tenuous Sheffield connection to this story, which I can’t resist adding 
– William Mercer, b. Barnard Castle, 1811 (recently renowned for less distinguished 
connections!).  He was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge (BA 1835).  In 1840, 
he was appointed Perpetual Curate of St George’s, Sheffield and died at Leavy 
Greave (near the Students’ Union) in 1873. 

His principal work was The Church Psalter and Hymn Book (1854), assisted by the 
organist and composer John Goss.  This collection was at the head of all the Anglican 
hymn books both in circulation and influence until Hymns Ancient and Modern rose 
to prominence in the late 1860s and 70s.  Nicolai’s Mirror of Joy chorales appear in 
this book, but Mercer’s paraphrase of what we now know as How Brightly Shines the 
Morning Star bears little resemblance to Nicolai’s original text.   

To hear the music use these links (there are many others, too): 

Wachet Auf chorale (original):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sntJWiFoyZ8 

Organ chorale prelude:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAXNtHdQB08 

Or (faster performance):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSkz3j9b23Y 

Bach cantata:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyGS_kZBPng 

In English:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBOJRU4_iZs  (Not a professional 
recording) 

David Sanderson 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sch%C3%BCbler_Chorales
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sntJWiFoyZ8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QAXNtHdQB08
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSkz3j9b23Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyGS_kZBPng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBOJRU4_iZs
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S6 FOOD BANK 
 
You may have been wondering how the 
food bank was coping, especially as we 
cannot donate food at St Marks at 
present. Most of the information below 
has been taken from their website 
www.sheffields6.foodbank.org.uk .  They 
‘are part of a nationwide network of 
foodbanks, supported by The Trussell 
Trust, working to combat poverty and 
hunger across the UK.’  The S6 foodbank 
‘is a project founded by local churches 
and community groups, working together 
towards stopping hunger in our local 

area.  That’s why we provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency food 
and support to local people who are referred to us in crisis, using a voucher referral 
system.’  They work with number of different agencies, such as Citizens Advice, 
children’s centres and health visitors ‘in order to provide the most appropriate help 
for the circumstances of your situation.’  If they feel you are struggling to put food 
on the table, they will issue you with a foodbank voucher which you can exchange 
for a minimum of three days of emergency food.   

Food hunger is an endemic and growing 
problem caused by low wages compounded 
by zero hours and spoof self-employment 
contracts and exacerbated by runaway 
private rental costs; 1 in 5 of the UK 
population live in poverty.  On top of this the 
value of welfare benefits has gone down 
steadily and they are now amongst the 
lowest in Europe relative to incomes.  In the 
UK the number of children living in poverty 
has risen by 600,000 since 2012 and is 
predicted to rise further.  In 2019 the S6 
foodbank fed 4,743 adults in food 
emergency, 2,467 children.   

The foodbank writes, ‘As the coronavirus 
crisis has continued, we have experienced 
a huge increase in need.  To illustrate this, 
prior to the crisis our busiest week was in 
December 2019, where we supported 117 
individuals and families across four 
foodbanks.  In the last week of April 2020, 
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just one of our seven foodbanks supported 126 
individuals and families.  This increase in need means 
our weekly food bill would be almost £8,000, should 
we need to purchase it, not to mention staffing, 
transport and equipment.  Sadly, we are expecting 
this increased need to continue for the foreseeable 
future as more people experience difficulty as a result 
of coronavirus and its wider consequences.  That’s 
why we are asking you to support us to continue to 
provide three days’ nutritionally balanced emergency 
food to local people through 2020 and beyond.  
Sometimes the numbers involved can seem daunting 

so we’ll make it simple − £27 provides food and basic 
essentials for a family of three.’   

Please give them money donations equivalent to your 
former food donations.  You are able to make 
contributions at https://tinyurl.com/y3fwaf4p (aka: 
https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/philadelphianetwork/s6foodbank )   

Michael Miller 

12 
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https://tinyurl.com/y3fwaf4p
https://www.justgiving.com/campaigns/charity/philadelphianetwork/s6foodbank
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Cryptic crossword 
 
Most clues are reasonably straightforward, but 
some are easier, some more difficult. Solvers 
might spot two seasonal messages within the 
puzzle as a whole. 
 

 
 

Across 
 
8 “Let me go now,” is only part of what he said  
  –  (one heading off) – so I’m confused (6) 
9 Old Brazilian striker roughly tackled by pale 
  character in defence (8) 
10 Holy woman listened to nobody (3) 
11 English Setter, for instance, should follow  
  master, in principle (5) 
12 Certain crustaceans start to assemble after  
  month with a group of whales (8) 
14 Out of sorts, given boundless pills (3) 
15 Model railway company no longer trading,  
  having lost director in crisis (3-3) 
17 European politician to see your regional  
  boss (8) 
19 Stringed instruments displayed by  
  proud shopkeeper (4) 
21 Worn out after compliance with the  
  sovereign (5) 
22 Irruption of glee finally suppressed (4) 
23 They house workers – a very good sign (8) 
27 Hug one dispersing a plentiful supply (6) 
29 Circuit of Clapham (3) 
30 “LOL! Fone now finally working!” (He might  
  not need it) (4,4) 

32 “Outrage when rand gets converted to pound 
  sterling.” (Financial advisor) (5) 
33 Unsparingly evenly trimmed and altered 
  appearance (3) 
34 Don: - almost half of project on river divides 
  political factions (8) 
35 Swap some coins (6) 
 
Down 
 
1 Din – Rap – disturbed poet (6) 
2 Eg, Earl’s moving south to obtain plant (8) 
3 She never left the temple, however you 
  look at it (4) 
4 Could this be described as wicked? (6) 
5 Energy shot is tremendous! (4) 
6 Nick Faldo, maybe; cool, adept; regularly 
  going to Romania (3,3) 
7 Desire for a smaller amount is unnecessary (8) 
13 I don’t thrive when going Dutch (3) 
16 Natty fashion company grew up primarily 
  around central Italy at first (5) 
18 GOP’s Mike, alias The Man in Black?? (5) 
20 A Parisian drove ignoring limits, landing in 
  prison? It’s yet to be confirmed (8) 
22 Like Horatio Nelson, Jimmy Carter and 
  Joseph Stalin (8) 
24 Library of sacred texts found in Swedish  
  city (6) 
25 East London Line: in short, a railway (3) 
26 Long expedition in South Africa? Then I will 
  follow at a distance (6) 
28 US to welcome convict after finally searching 
  old Russian prisons (6) 
31 Is this Dutch astronomer anything to  
  speak of? (4) 
32 A royal ceremony often begins with a bow (4) 
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CHRISTMAS RECIPES FOR 2020 
 

Seasonal food is always a part of the celebration of 
Advent and Christmas at St Mark’s, particularly the 
offering of mince pies and mulled wine in great 
quantities after the service of carols and readings on 
Advent 4.  As we cannot gather this year, we can at least 
make modest quantities in which to toast our community 
and the coming of light in the darkness.   

 

 

St Mark’s mulled wine  

(Quantities for 1 bottle of red – last year we used Toro Loco from Aldi.) 

90ml port                           a mulled wine sachet, or about 6cm.   

45ml brandy                      cinnamon stick and 5 cloves 

300ml water                      3 oranges 

125g sugar 

Thinly peel 2 oranges and squeeze the juice.  Warm the water and sugar till 
sugar has dissolved, then add everything else and bring to just below boiling.  
Taste often, adding more spice or lemon juice or whatever you feel would 
improve it.  Exact quantities don’t matter.  Quarter the 3rd orange vertically, 
slice across and add before serving.   

N.B. Ground spices are not a good idea, as they make the mixture cloudy.  

Winter Shortbread 

Cream together 250g butter and 125g caster 
sugar.  Work in 250g plain white flour and 125g 
cornflour, 2tsp cinnamon and the grated rind 
of an orange.  Once you have a bowl of damp 
crumbs, press firmly into a well-greased tin – 
shallow if you want thin pieces, deeper for chunky 
ones.   

Bake for 30-45 minutes, till pale gold.  Mark into 
fingers in the tin and turn out when just warm.  It 
will be quite fragile – but worth it, especially if 
eaten not quite cold…   

Briony Tayler 
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A REET PANTOMIME! 
 

I say, I say, I say.  Do you know what the Messenger editor said to the proof 
reader?  No?  Well, there’s no need to be rude!  She said: ‘After the Coronavirus 
pandemic, the threat of a no-deal Brexit, mass resignations from No 10, etc, etc, 
what we need for the Christmas edition is something to lighten the gloom, so 
would you write a piece about pantomimes?’  Pantomimes??  You mean the 
way the pandemic has been handled, the Brexit negotiations, what’s going on 
in…?  Oh, no you don’t?  You think we should get on with celebrating Christmas 
and put that other stuff behind us?  Where?  Are you sure?  Behind us?  Oh!  
You mean a historical perspective?  Well, yes, that’s behind us.  Right, I’ll rub 
my magic lamp, sit on a bit of carpet and see where we end up… 

Did you know that pantomime was invented by the Romans − Oh yes it was! − 

and the name comes from the Latin pantomimus, meaning a dancer who acted 
all the roles or all the story?  Roman pantomime was immensely popular from 
the end of the first century BC to the end of the sixth century AD, though it’s 
hard to see why as there was usually just the one dancer and no words.  Also, 
although the Romans had invented pantomime they had yet to invent custard, 
so there were no custard pies, either.  (Boo!  Hiss!) 

 

     ©thecanary.co 
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Meanwhile, in Britain in the Middle Ages, Mummers’ plays, based loosely on the 
story of St George and the Dragon (Hurrah!) were performed during Christmas 
gatherings.  These contained stage fights, coarse humour, gender role reversal, 
good defeating evil and fantastic creatures a little bit like pantomime cows. (By 
the way:  what did the two front ends of pantomime cows say to the two back 
ends when they called round their house?1)  Well!  That’s a bit more like it!  
Three cheers for the Mummers, hip! hip!... 

Later on, in the 17th century, adaptations 
of characters and plots from the Italian 
commedia dell’ arte became popular.  
The standard performance showed the 
eloping lovers Harlequin and Columbine 
(Oooh!) pursued by the girl’s father and 
his comic servants, Clown and Pierrot, 
and later on a bumbling policeman.  (Boo!  
Hiss!)  By the 1800s, children went to the 
theatre around Christmas and New Year 
primarily to witness the craziness of the 
harlequinade chase scene (there being 
nothing very much on television in those 
days). 

By the end of the 19th century, 
pantomimes were very much as we know 

them today − based on traditional stories 

and incorporating buffoonery, slapstick, 
cross-dressing, topical references and 
audience participation, breaching the 
‘fourth wall’ of the theatre and generally 
subverting normal conventions and rules 
of behaviour.  Come to think of it, exactly 
what we need in these strange times in 
which we are living2… 

Dez Martin 

1 Ans: ‘We’ve just popped by to see how the udder half live.’  
2 Sadly, just when we need them most, there are very few pantomimes being 
performed this year. At the time of writing, Damian’s Pop-up Panto is on at the 
Crucible from 16 Dec-3 Jan, or you could try www.pantoonline.co.uk (or even 
make your own up.  Oh yes you can!) 

17 
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THE FOUR CORNERS CYCLE RIDE 
 

Oli Giles and Chris Ware with the 
support of numerous others 
organised a Sponsored Cycle Ride 
during September and October this 
year entitled ‘The Four Corners 
Cycle Ride’, covering over 1,200 
miles in aid of ‘Roundabout’, 
Sheffield’s homeless charity for 
young people.  The general aim was 
to raise £5,000 by undertaking a 
challenging cycle ride to help young 
homeless people access various 
parts of the city of Sheffield by using 
bicycles.   

Unfortunately, homelessness and unstable accommodation continues to exist in 
Sheffield which means support is constantly needed to ensure that young people 
have somewhere they can regard as ‘home’.  Few of these young people have any 
means of transport so not only would the funds enable them to get around the city of 
Sheffield but would encourage the thought that ‘cycling is the best way to get around 
and those who have no access to a bike are missing out.’ 

So, with that in mind Oli and Chris left Sheffield on 19 September and, after covering 
a route taking in Carlisle, Berwick-upon-Tweed, London and Dover, they eventually 
reached their final destination of Land’s End on 12 October having raised over £4,100 
to support potentially vulnerable youngsters.  The money that has been raised ‘will 
be used to get our young people active’ and by subsidising the cost of second-hand 
bikes working in partnership with ‘Recycle Bikes’ it is hoped that their aim to raise a 
total of £5,000 will be achieved by the time the December edition of this magazine is 
printed. 

Reading their account of what was undoubtedly an interesting yet challenging 
journey, one thing that stands out clearly is that here we have two young men who 
care for the environment, appreciate the varied terrain that they passed through on 
their journey and appreciated the rich variety of countryside and the natural world.  
Having said that, uppermost is their concern for young people and a recognition that 
we all need support of some sort or other in life if we are to reach our full potential.   

Even some of the challenging climbs encountered in North Yorkshire and the 
Lakelands seem to have been taken in their stride and on reading their daily blog and 
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comments made on their journey it is obvious that they enjoyed completing their aim 
despite a few slight hiccups en route such as when they encountered lively motorists, 
lost a sleeping bag or had to make running repairs to such things as gear cables and 
bicycle spokes.  There was clearly an excellent relationship for ‘quotes from the day’ 
gives a good insight into their sense of humour whilst completing what would put 
some people off cycling for some time if not ever!   

Such things as a rather lively dog and oncoming tractors tested their nerve for they 
were able to see the funny side of things.  Some entertainment seems to have been 
gained from seeing the occasional difficulty in mounting and manoeuvring a heavily 
laden bike or the horror of facing what seemed like a stampede of cows.  Both lads 
managed to retain their nerve when faced with challenging parts of their journey such 
as when reassurance was given ‘that all hills end somewhere!’  There was 
undoubtedly pleasure gained from cycling along some of the quieter roads even if 
muck spreading on one occasion was noted as not being an ideal situation!   

During the course of their 
journey they received a lot of 
support from others in the form 
of accommodation, which was 
really appreciated, facilities to 
take a shower and 
encouragement from numerous 
people.  It cannot be overlooked 
that to embark on such an 
activity at a very difficult time 
made acts of kindness really 
appreciated.  Even so the main 
effort came from Oli and Chris 
who did not overlook the 

element of risk undertaken by their hosts who readily opened up their homes to 
accommodate them when they stopped overnight.  In a closing note on their blog full 
acknowledgement was given to all involved in making the venture possible for whilst 
Oli and Chris undertook the ride, it could not have been completed without the support 
of others.   

To read a more detailed account of their journey or send a contribution to the 
fundraising venture visit https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chrisandoli which 
makes really interesting reading. 

Rob Wilks 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justgiving.com%2Ffundraising%2Fchrisandoli%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3t2Wxa2lqVOK_VAsJ59W7zidVfVncSYsG0v-vBHoCSNn3l6q8HHfregi8&h=AT0XcYmQwW1oItD7LDzlL-D5Z39nAY7xugQToIqjMcdWH6ko4NjD43WkEpVPpNZ257CfGsamJ0VcZdcLnVtHTtC1T_OroIEOLCEHMLT3u8C_3TZcxYqOYXl_1VQyDb8FjhUO&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0x1PB15H3kIcOcNH-QWoPxwXTOIU9xOpveTyLEz2AwGaInrJf6Am4gihBsQipIJUAQB6Gwn-D33XR3AbNcYM28eilNNyB-3mNMhJj10doYYUH5NKc4VWS_ibNqoh2SculwscYjO4d9KUdKCEhC98stvK3nFiOVtYzgVQMad6QchOgA-KTWy2O3nCZ7vkc2mQ35JOFnD6s6uRl89lqOT1A0uXPWH9i3v6gKKULkUQ
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL’S GREETINGS CARD CAMPAIGN, 
2020 

 
Every year Amnesty International organises its 
Greeting Card Campaign aiming to let prisoners of 
conscience and those persecuted for upholding 
human rights know that they are not forgotten.  It only 
takes a few minutes to write a card or send an email, 
but for a prisoner of conscience or an activist facing 
threats and charges or a family member separated 
from their loved ones, a message of support is a 
powerful reminder that they are not alone.  Past 
campaigns have shown how valuable it is for people to 
connect and share hope.   

Your actions can also put pressure on the people in 
authority to stop human rights violations.  In 2019, 
more than 6.5 million appeal letters and messages 
were sent during the Write for Rights campaign.  They made a big difference.   

Over the years members of St Mark’s have wholeheartedly supported this 
campaign.  However, this year the sales of Amnesty cards and signing of 
greetings cards to those whose human rights have been infringed has to be, not 
at the back of St Mark’s as in the past, but on line.  

To buy Amnesty cards,  Amnesty’s shop website is at: 
https://amnestyshop.org.uk . 

You can find full details of how to send greetings cards to those whose human 
rights have been infringed by downloading the Amnesty booklet from 
https://www.amnesty.org/en/get-involved/write-for-rights/  (You can also find 
and use the links in the church notices over the coming weeks.)  

On Sunday, 13 December 2020 we shall mark Human Rights Day, which this 
year falls on Thursday, 10 December.  Human Rights Day celebrates the 
approval in 1948 by the fledgling United Nations of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.  For the first time governments of the world came together to 
define and encode human rights as stated in the United Charter as ‘basic rights 
and freedoms’.  This historic initiative led to the European Council’s Convention 
of Human Rights, subsequent protocols and conventions and eventually our 
own rather belated Human Rights act, which only came into force in 2000.   

Robin Story 
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AN ADVENT ANNIVERSARY 
 
This Advent marks the 
80th anniversary of the 
destruction of the 
1871 St Mark’s 
church.  December 
12, 1940 was perhaps 
the most devastating 
night of the war for 
Sheffield.  A raid 
began at 7pm as the 
first German aircraft 
blazed a trail for the 
bombers.  They were 
followed by 
incendiaries making 
Abbeydale, Brincliffe, Glossop Road and Park Hill into a ring of fire.  At 2.15 am 
St Mary’s Bramall Lane, the Moor, Broomhall and Broomhill took direct hits – 
including the water mains, so firefighters struggled to keep things under control.  
They managed to deal with the fire at the gas works, preventing an explosion 
which could have destroyed west Sheffield.  At St Mark’s the lead roof melted 
and caved in.  Local houses were also hit.  One Broomhall resident, John 
Webster, lost his home when the family shop took a direct hit; they lost 
everything they possessed; he recalled a neighbour with blood pouring from his 

face, trying to shift a bomb still spitting shrapnel.   

All night, ambulances went to and fro; bombed-out families searched for one 
another and tried to find a bed for the night – John Webster was taken to his 
grandparents in Walkley, a marathon walk for him at three years old; 502 died, 
many now buried in a mass grave in City Road.  Four babies were also born.   

Only the tower of St Mark’s remained.  One of the few things recovered in the 
rubble was a cross.  Three days after the bombing, the Sheffield Telegraph 
wrote, “We can build a new and better Britain.  We have all been through this 
war together and we must all learn to live together, each one of us feeling that 
the town belongs to them.”   

For 20 years, St Mark’s remained a heap of rubble.  The architect of the new 
church, George Pace, used to view the site from the tower which became a vital 
part of his design for the church we know today.   

Frances Gray 
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GREETINGS FROM IRELAND 
 
I am writing from a small holiday cottage about two mile from Dunshaughlin, a town 
in County Meath in the north-east of the Republic of Ireland, about 20 miles north-
west of Dublin.  I have been living here since I arrived in Ireland in June.   

I sold my house in Sheffield and moved to be near my daughter in my older age.  
Houses in Ireland tend to be expensive, especially those within commuting 
distance of Dublin, so we decided to build a granny flat extension onto my 
daughter’s property near Trim, a small town about 13 miles north of where I am 
living now.   

The build has gone extremely well, and I am 
excited about moving into the flat in the near 
future.  The actual timescale has been 
complicated by building work also being 
undertaken in my daughter’s property itself, and 
some of her family’s goods are at present 
parked in my flat!  The family are enjoying my 
shower and I think my daughter may use my 
kitchen while her kitchen and bathroom are 
being modernised.  It is a good thing the 
extension has been finished first!   

Since 21 October we have experienced Level 5 lockdown here in the ROI, which 
is the most extreme form of restrictions similar to those in the spring with the 
exception that the schools are open.  The building work has not been affected 
because construction is allowed to continue, but goods deliveries are subject to 
lack of availability and delays.  I am waiting for the delivery of a bed for the granny 
flat.   

Recently we had a scare as two children in the 
very small primary school attended by my two 
younger grandsons contracted Covid.  So far 
there have been no further cases, and the 
restrictions generally appear to be working.  Level 
5 lockdown is due to end about 2 December so 
that families can enjoy their Christmas.   

I do appreciate the opportunity to attend the Zoom 
services from St Mark’s, and I hope you all have 
a Happy Christmas with your friends and families.   

Rosie Richards 
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ADVENT CALENDAR KEY 

I Advent candle. – Shan   2 Christmas flowers – Shan 

3 Horse in disguise – Sarah 4 Alpacas in antlers – Sarah 

5 Santa on the tree – Sarah 6 Twinkle – Sarah 

7 Party hat – Sarah  8 Lola and the turkey – Sarah 

9 Home-made angel – Shan 10 Musicians, Vivarini 1503 – Michael 

11 Crib confined – Shan  12 Shepherd – Shan 

13 Straw angel – Shan  14 Wise man – Shan 

15 Mince pies- Sarah  16 Sprouts – Sarah 

17. Dez in Treasure Island.  Oh yes it is! 

18 Tree angel – Shan   19 Winter rose – Michael 

20 Crib – Shan   21 Angel, Ely – Michael 

22 Madonna – Shan  23 Star – Shan 

24 God rest ye merry – Michael  
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NEWS FROM BOGOTÁ AND THE ZUÁ FOUNDATION 
 

Preoccupied as most of us have been recently by the disruption Covid-19 has 
caused to our daily lives, it’s easy to forget that the problems we have been facing 
in the UK are replicated in most of the rest of the world, including countries with far 
fewer resources and a far less robust infrastructure than we have. 

Unlike a number of Latin American countries, Colombia has performed better than 
many more advanced economies, with a slower spread of the virus and fewer 
deaths.  On the day that the UK (pop. 67m.) announced a total of 50,000 deaths 
from the virus, the figure for Colombia (pop. 50m.) was 33,000. 

However, the country has a large share of ‘informal’ economic activity, with large 
numbers involved in work such as ‘recycling’, which in practical terms means 
picking over rubbish tips to find recyclable items which they can sell on for a 
pittance.   They live permanently on the breadline, so a spell of lockdown can be 
disastrous for them.  The Zuá Foundation in Bogotá has provided a lifeline for many 
of the families in Patio Bonito, the poor district of Bogotá where they operate, by 
supplying them with food parcels. 

The other good news from Bogotá is that, despite the difficulties caused by the 
pandemic, Zuá’s higher education programme (generously supported by St Mark’s 
through SuCCol since 2009) continues to go from strength to strength, with 19 
young people enrolled at university and all of them achieving grades of at least 
80% in the semester ending in July.  As well as all the hard work they have put in 
to achieve these results, all these students also devote 20 hours a week to giving 
help (at present on line) to the younger children who attend the Foundation’s centre 
in Patio Bonito.  In addition, two of Zuá’s programme co-ordinators graduated this 
summer, one in Psychology and the other with a Masters in Social Management.  
There are also six young people on Zuá’s pre-university course, preparing them 
for university entry next summer. 

All this, of course, represents a tremendous personal achievement for the students 
involved, but just as important is the effect their success has on the whole of the 
community as youngsters begin to realise that a poor start in life does not 
necessarily prevent them from obtaining professional qualifications. 

Dez Martin 
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GOOD NEWS AT LAST! 
 

After so many months of bad news, it 
was lovely during the week of 9 
November to have two momentous 
good items, the election of Joe Biden 
as US president and the very promising 
results for the BioNTech-Pfizer vaccine 
(and the Moderna one).  These will 
each have a major impact on the world.  
With the US re-engaging 
internationally, in particular re-joining 
the Paris Agreement, this will give a big 
boost to efforts to combat global 
heating.  And should the vaccine succeed, it will lead to a resumption of a more normal 

life − even if much changed.  Having freedom to travel and meet loved ones will hugely 
benefit us all emotionally, but also the economic boost will remove much uncertainty 
and fear about jobs and incomes.   

But the other looming factor is ‘getting Brexit done’ when we formally exit the EU in 
January.  This should end the wearying political fighting even if we will then begin to 
suffer the huge economic damage, with a long term reduction in GDP, let alone the 
effects on us all of potentially disrupted supply chains and increased costs of food and 
consumer items.  By strange conjunction the damaging effects of both the election of 
Trump and the vote for Brexit occurred in 2016 and now one is ending and the other 
culminating, in both cases leaving manifold damaging legacies.  But it may, hopefully, 
mark the high-water level of populism; I look forward to the tide going out and the 
weakening of ‘hard men’ world leaders.   

So, in a strange way, the coronavirus pandemic may have been partly responsible for 
doing some good in facilitating the departure of Trump.  It also appears to be impacting 
on our own government by revealing its chaotic incompetence and focus on internal 
politics rather than on the needs of the country and its citizens.  The news about a 
shake-up of No.10’s advisers (and I’m sure I was not alone in eagerly awaiting the 
departure of Dominic Cummings!) is accompanied by hopeful rumours that Johnson, 
partly urged by Carrie Symonds, wishes to focus more on the green recovery, and this 
combined with our hosting of the CoP26 conference in 2021 and coupled with the re-
invigoration of the Paris Agreement by US involvement, promises a good chance of 
effective international action to tackle climate change – and we have to thank the 
coronavirus for the COP26 delay resulting in US participation.   

Michael Miller 
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REGULAR WORSHIP 
 

Please check our website for information regarding services in the building. 
 
 

Please contact the church office for Zoom codes and further information about services to be 
held in the building 

  
Monday - 
Friday 

  9.00 am Morning Prayer 
  5.00 pm Evening Prayer 
 

  
Thursday    12 noon Communion 

  
Sunday   8.00 am BCP Service of Holy Communion 

10.00 am Parish Eucharist 
  7.00 pm Night Service 
 

  
 

 
Keep checking the St Mark’s website for further information, notices and events 

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/ 

 
 

If you would like to attend a service in the building, please contact the office or 
check our website for dates these will be taking place. 

 
The church is available for pre-booked reflective visits or private prayer  

– please contact the office to book. 
 
 

 
EDITORIAL TEAM 

 

Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks.   
This issue was edited by Frances Gray. 

 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions for future editions.   
The next edition will be edited by David Price – davidprice2@googlemail.com 

 

If you propose to submit an article for the next edition, please inform David as soon as possible.   
 

When sending photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  
The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations and to trace 

copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 
 

 



WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

Pastoral Care 
Coordinator 
Vacant 

 

Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with 
Older People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546 
@ 
gmail.com 
 

Reader 
Anne Padget 
Jonathan Williamson 
 

 
07736 527777 
Contact the church office 

Transport 
Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Office Manager 
Sarah Rousseau 

 
office 
@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
0114 266 3613 
 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church 
office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 
Pat Hunt 
James Oliver 

 
07513 190739 
jamesoliver123@gmail.com 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

07403 841243 
childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3 
@gmail.com 
 

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Tom Cotterell 
 

 
Tbc. 

Safeguarding Team: 
 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins                     s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 
Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality & 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 

 

 
 
 
For details 
see website or contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vicar normally has Tuesday off parish duties. 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS WORKING FROM HOME!  
Please contact the office to book for private prayer 

office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk  0114 266 3613 
 

Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 


