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LOOKING FORWARD TO TRAVELLING WITHOUT A MAP 
 
A year ago, I was still reeling from the recent death of my father.  He was a retired 
clergyman, and his departure was peaceful and gentle.  Whilst he did not live to 
see my licensing as a Reader, he did at least know I had passed my studies, and 
my last text message from him (which I retain on my phone) was a congratulatory 
one.   

At the same time, I was also reeling – in a positive way – from the exciting news 
that Cath and I were to become parents.  This was something that we had hoped 
for, but had never dared to expect.  We are very aware that there are many couples 
for whom parenthood is desired and yet hope is continually dashed.  Among the 
sadness at looking back at my father’s death there was plenty to remember with 
gratitude.  And there was the excitement of bringing a new life into the world. 

It seems that, as we enter 2021, we have much to look back on with sadness, 
regret or frustration.  But many will be looking to 2021 with a degree of hope that 
this will herald a return to some semblance of normality.  I wonder, however, 
whether we might be able to look back to 2020 and find signs of hope and 
goodness there too?   

During April and May, Cath and I became acutely aware that we are extremely 
fortunate to live in a warm house with a garden which made experiencing forced 
isolation more bearable.  For many this was not possible – some in our parish and 
beyond lack space and comfort, making enforced isolation more exacting and 
stressful.   

The picture of our garden 
shows a large oak tree before 
it started to bloom in the 
summer, and what is striking 
is the light shining through the 
branches.  Cath reminded me 
of one of the poems featured 
in Janet Morley’s book 
Haphazard by Starlight – 
Autumn’s Fall by Kelly Hardie 
– and a particular line:  
 ‘The spaces in the 
branches stretch and grow.”   

What we noticed in the spring was the light shining on to the garden through the 
branches, throwing wonderful shades of green on to the view from our house.  
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Looking beyond the branches into the light we see the sky and the sunshine and 
the birds.  All things to bring pleasure.   

Looking beyond the restrictions placed on us as a church and community by this 
pandemic, we notice the ways that people have brought light into our worship and 
our community.  People have been willing to learn new technological skills to 
facilitate online and virtual church services.  People have shown acts of kindness 
in supporting those more vulnerable or isolated.  People have ‘stepped up’ to 
support others.  We have spent time evaluating what is important, and what we 
miss.   

It has been a disorienting time, but there has been a lot of good.   

On a quiet day before my Reader licensing in September, 2019 I went on a short 
walk along the banks of the River Don at Sprotbrough.  I had no clue where I was 
going but decided to follow my nose and discovered, to my delight, a small 
birdwatchers’ hideout, and I spent a few minutes sitting and watching a few of our 
feathered friends.  Later in the day it came into my thoughts that, despite my love 
of all things cartographic, sometimes it is possible – and ultimately rewarding - to 
travel without a map.  Who could have foreseen a year ago that a chance infection 
from a Far Eastern wet market would have devastated so many lives?  But also, 
who would have foreseen the tremendous increase in generosity, of innovations, 
of learning, that resulted in the course of the year?   

2020 has been a year of uncertainty, sadness, and frustration, but also a year of 
discovery and progress and coming together.  It gives me hope that in 2021 we 
can hold on to the strengths we have realised we possess – and that people will 
continue (if we allow them) to flourish in the talents and qualities they possibly 
didn’t know they had a year ago.  We may not have a very clear idea of where we 
are heading, but with trust in God, and faith in the goodness of our community, we 
can perhaps go forward in the knowledge that we don’t always need a map.   

Jonathan Williamson 
PICTURES OF JOY 
The picture on the front cover and on the following pages have been provided by 
Hannah Jones.  She commented: ‘They are a collection of ideas that the children 
and families put together while exploring the topic of Joy (and ways in which it 
can be found even when things feel hard) in anticipation of our Advent 
explorations.’ 
 
EDITOR'S NOTE: 

 
Some of our readers may have wondered about the cover picture of our December 
issue.  It was a roof panel of Ely Cathedral.  Photo by Michael Miller. 



4 

PICTURES OF JOY 
 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

LENT WILL BE DIFFERENT THIS YEAR! 
 

Why? 

First, because of the uncertainties 
around what restrictions will be in 
place come the start of Lent (Ash 
Wednesday is 17 February), we 
have decided that the Lent 
Course this year will be held on 
Zoom.  Of course, some groups 
used Zoom last year once face to 
face meetings became 
impossible; so it’s not altogether 
new.  But planning for an online 
Lent course from the outset 
certainly is.   

Second, because we haven’t 
prepared our own material this 
year but will be using a course 
written by USPG (United Society 
Partners in the Gospel, which we 
support and for whom, 
incidentally, I worked between 
leaving school and going to 
university!).  It’s called ‘Living 
with a world of difference’, and 
looks at issues of diversity and 
inclusion in different parts of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  There are 
stories and examples, from Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia; Brazil; Sri 
Lanka; Tanzania; and South London.  Each example is linked to a Bible passage 
for studying, and everything is used to lead us back into examining our own 
situation and experience.   

So look out later in the month for details of the groups we will be arranging and 
how to get hold of the material.   

As usual we will be studying alongside friends in the Manor Parish, and maybe 
more…   

So, be ready to live differently with difference in Lent ’21!   

John Schofield 

 



6 
 

WHAT HAS IT MEANT TO PRAY IN 2020? 
 

Among all the other challenges that Covid-19 has brought to each of us 
in 2020, it has certainly caused turbulence within our lives of prayer and 
worship.   

Gathering for worship has been profoundly disrupted.   
Some people, for at least part of 2020, have managed to attend 
occasional corporate worship in person, but it has felt odd and, of course, 
very distanced � with face masks and acres of space between us and no 
socializing or singing.  Others have had to manage with Zoom services, 
which can be technically awkward and alienating, and are always rather 
tiring – and don’t include taking communion.   

These months of ‘fasting’ from communion are worth reflecting on.  
Suddenly we have needed to discover ‘spiritual’  communion, or the 
traditional Catholic practice of attending the mass while not necessarily 
receiving the host.  For myself, it has made me think of those extreme 
situations (eg in a prisoner of war camp) where the celebrants literally 
had no elements for the communion service, and so had to pray : 
‘Through your goodness we have nothing to offer.  May it become for us 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ.’   Somehow we have had to 
learn to offer our ‘nothing’ for God’s blessing.    

The practice of intercession has become sharper.   
When life is comfortable, it is temptingly easy, whether in private or in 
the congregation, to have a mental list of those who currently need God’s 
protection in a way that we don’t.  This has all changed.  Though Covid 
strikes some much harder than others, in their lives or livelihoods, 
absolutely all of us have been subject to anxiety, fear, boredom, and 
helplessness in the face of a threat nobody can control.  So finally we 
have been experiencing conditions that much of the world has always 
faced, and which our own mothers and fathers in the faith knew all about.  
(There have been plenty of programmes about previous pandemics of 
plague and influenza to reset our appreciation of what i s normal risk for 
humanity).   

I have found the Book of Common Prayer (authorised and revised during 
a period when plague was endemic in the population, with regular terrible 
outbreaks), to be rather helpful in this context.   This is the collect for the 
second Sunday in Lent: ‘Almighty God, who seest that we have no power 
of ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; that we may be defended from all adversities 
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which may happen to the body, and from all evi l thoughts which may 
assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.’    

The search for truth and the power of the lie.   

One of the most powerful reasons to 
pray is to seek to align ourselves with 
the God who is source of all truth, the 
ground of all reality.  Perhaps the most 
fearful aspect of the new virus initially 
was precisely that the world didn’t 
know what we were dealing with.  
Actually the most inspiring strand of the 
news in 2020 has been the astonishing, 
dedicated work of scientists who have 
cooperated globally, set up valid 
surveys to establish which treatments 
are effective, monitored public health 
statistics, and devised what appear to 
be very promising vaccines for the 
future.  It has been an object lesson in 
how science, with its insistence on 
evidence, has generated new and 
genuine knowledge which will help 
humanity stay safe.  

But at the same time, 2020 has also 
been a masterclass in the destructive power of lying.  Quite apart from 
the attack on the legitimacy of the US election itself, Trumpian 
downplaying of the virus has left it raging through the richest nation on 
earth, and social media conspiracy theories about vaccines (some of 
them sadly taking hold in the UK also) may obstruct how well we as 
communities recover.   

As I have absorbed the news, I have wondered whether some of the old 
fashioned language about the devil, the ‘father of lies’ (made famous in 
C S Lewis’ Screwtape Letters), might need a bit of reclaiming.  At the 
very least, in the words of the BCP’s collect for Advent Sunday, we are 
called to ‘cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour 
of light.’  And that is an important part of the work of prayer.    

Janet Morley 
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AN EXTRAORDINARY YEAR IN THE USA 
 

I am writing this almost five weeks 
after American voters went to the 
polls in record numbers in early 
November.  Yet only yesterday – 
5 December – president Donald 
Trump told a rally of supporters in 
Georgia, ‘We’re winning this 
election.’   

At any other era, Joe Biden’s 
victory by over seven million 
votes nationally, and by a count of 
306-232 in the Electoral College, 
would at this point have been 
accepted by everyone including 
the defeated candidate.  But the 
times, they are a-changing.  So, 
instead, Trump persists in his 
own brand of fake news.  
Astonishingly, too, only 27 
congressional Republicans of the 
US House and Senate, out of a 
total 249, are yet prepared to state that Biden has won.  The majority 
remain studiously silent in defiance of thei r own party’s state officers and 
governors who have certified the results, and who now attract  death 
threats for joining the ‘corrupt forces’  that Trump claims, in the face of 
the evidence, to have stolen the election – claims that convince well over 
half of Republican voters.   

This is only the most recent development of an unnerving year in the 
United States.  A pandemic treated with cavalier neglect by the president 
has taken the lives of at least a quarter of a million Americans.  The death 
of George Floyd, choked under the knee of a Minneapolis police officer, 
has energised the Black Lives Matter movement, drawing some twenty 
million or so people onto the streets in mostly peaceful protest.  Parents 
of hundreds of children separated from their families at the Mexican 
border, as part of the Trump administrations ‘zero tolerance’  policy, could 
not be traced: tragically, the children will never see their parents again.    

At that Trump Georgia rally in December, a 53-year-old school bus driver 
was asked who was going to be inaugurated in January.  She thought  it 
would be Trump, not Biden.  ‘God’s going to open their mouths and let 

Official portrait of Joe Biden.  Official photo, 
2013 
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the truth come out,’ she said, declaring there had been enough fraud to 
overturn the election.  In the January run-off elections for the US Senate 
she would be ‘telling all my folks to come out and vote.  I believe Trump 
is God’s anointed, that God chose him to fix our country.’  It is easy to 
scoff and suggest that, if she is right, God should review the evidence.  
But it is better to ask: why does she, and almost four in every five white 
evangelicals, support a man they should find wanting on the basis of his 
character, language, and stated beliefs – his sexual assaults, contempt 
for ‘losers’, mocking of the disabled, and measuring of human worth by 
material success?   

Evangelical religious leaders have been welcomed at the White House, 
but they and their followers take their lead from the political 
conservatives of Fox News and talk radio.  They once confidently set 
their own progressive, radical agenda but now, regarding themselves as 
an oppressed minority, they support a president who offers himself as 
their defender, and shrug off his offensive language and behaviour as 
mere style.   

Trump’s supporters believe that the election was ‘stolen’  by a country-
wide conspiracy of election officials, Democrats, and corrupt 
Republicans.  This paranoid mind-set fits a world-wide pattern of populist 
movements that are surging on a tide of falsehood, fed by the information 
silos of the internet.  The backlash against the college-educated 
members of society – those with more status, money and cultural power 
– has created distrust of everything they say, whether on the reality of 
climate change, the pandemic, or Biden’s election victory.  Conspiracy 
theories are powerful bonding tools for those who are alienated and 
socially insecure.   

The social chasm that has grown since the advent of neo-liberalism 
during the 1980s will not be repaired without visible progress towards 
economic fairness.  That, self-evidently, will take time.   

To end on a less bleak note, it’s important to recognise that conservative 
white evangelicalism is not alone in exercising moral purchase over the 
American people.  The voices of black evangelicals, Catholics and liberal 
Protestants are ranged on the side of social and economic justice.  For 
example, there is no more powerful, socially-engaged congregation west 
of the Rockies than All Saints Church, Pasadena.  I regularly attended 
services there for two months last year.  Access this website, and you 
will understand why: https://allsaints-pas.org . 

Richard Carwardine 
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THE RISE OF POPULISM 
 

‘There is a spectre haunting Europe, it is the spectre of populism.’   
(Apologies to Marx) 

Populism is a style of politics, which aims to connect with 'the people', 
often by-passing traditional parties and institutions in the process.  A party 
or leader speaks for 'the people' and gets their support to gain power.  It 
is ‘against an elite' that it characterises as working for its own ends and 
against the needs of 'the people'.  Although it gains power via democratic 
elections, it then attacks other liberal institutions which weaken its own 
power.  Examples of populist leaders include: Erdoğan of Turkey, Trump 
in the US, Bolsonaro in Brazil or Farage in the UK.  However, this style of 
politics has influenced many across the world including our own 
government.  Although many populist parties are on the right, there are 
also left-wing populist parties (eg Podemos in Spain).   

Populists annoy liberals, such as most of the congregation of St Mark's.  
They seem to: delight in breaking social norms (eg lying, using the race 
card, twisting the rules), attack the foundations of democracy (eg criticism 
of the BBC, independence of the judiciary, multi -national structures, 
freedom of information), and stand for fundamental ly self-centred values 
(eg anti-aid, anti-immigrant, anti-cooperation).   

They polarise the population into those for and against their party and 
reduce debate into partisan bunkers that do not listen to each other.  
Liberals often tell them they are wrong � factually, ethically, legally and in 
terms of longer-term impacts � which simply annoys their supporters, who 
feel looked down upon.  They have had enough of 'experts'.   

We may ask what has caused populism to appear.  However, this is 
probably the wrong way around.  Populism has almost always occurred in 
democracies � certainly since Roman times (it is not possible in 
autocracies).  So why was it suppressed in the decades after 1945 but has 
now appeared?  I see three main reasons: the collapse of respect in 
authorities, complacency and a sense of fear/victimhood.  I will discuss 
each of these in turn.   

We used to respect the various authorities in life � medics, scientists, 
economists, clergy, politicians, etc.  Now their advice is often ignored or 
contradicted.  This is partly a good thing because, although often well -
meaning, such authorities often promoted their own values and standing.  
For example, many judges have been unrepresentative of ordinary people 
and ignorant of their lives, sometimes resulting in bias � e.g. giving 
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tougher sentences to blue-
collar rather than white-collar 
crime.  Moreover, social media 
have allowed viewpoints that 
are contrary to authority to be 
expressed.  However, distrust 
in authorities leaves a vacuum 
that can be filled by ‘fake news’ 
(eg that we can regain a lost 
golden time or will be swamped 
with Turkish immigrants).  
Populists simply exploit this 
uncertainty.   

The West has now had 75 
years of peace.  We now 
assume peace is normal.  We 
complacently tolerate 
politicians who break the social 
norms and habits established 
to prevent totalitarian parties 
gaining power.  It is OK to play 
the race card in the guise of 
immigration control because we have forgotten where such othering can 
lead.  We accept politicians that bend the truth, because we may view 
politics as a game.  This tolerance allows populists to say things others 
will not.  They play on people's prejudices and bend the rules.   

When prosperity is increasing and people feel secure, many wil l happily 
leave decisions to a prosperous elite.  However, if the standard of living is 
static or worsening, then resentment surfaces and looks for a scapegoat.  
It is not the poor that puts populists into power, but the 'squeezed middle'.  
Immigration is an easy scapegoat, playing on fears of being overwhelmed.   

Is there a solution to populism?  No � there will always be people ready to 
exploit these weaknesses for their own ends.  But there are some things 
that can help: listening and not talking down to those who support them, 
ensuring experts keep to their areas of competence and have humility, 
making sure more of our experts and leaders do not only come from the 
elite, teaching history and the reasons for the resultant social norms, 
competently managing things for the population and ensuring support is 
there for those squeezed by the forces of the age.   

Bruce Edmonds 
 

Official portrait of Donald Trump 
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HOME AND INTERNATIONAL DONATIONS, 2020 
 
St Mark’s gives money each year to charities at home and abroad, drawing on 
recommendations from the Home Donations Committee and the International 
Committee.  In 2020, this was £22,000 – £3,000 to Churches Together in 
Broomhill and Broomhall for the community worker with older people, £8,000 to 
other UK charities and £11,000 to international charities.  In this article, we list 
the donations and give background from the two Committees. 
 
Home Donations, 2020: 
The Home Donations 
Committee’s main aims are 
to help organisations tackle 
need, particularly in 
Sheffield, and to make an 
impact on the causes of 
social injustice.  We also try 
to ensure our money makes 
a difference and to achieve 
some continuity of funding 
where possible.  In 2020 we 
took special account of the 
disproportionate impact of 
the pandemic on disadvantaged groups, eg the increased use of food banks, 
increased unemployment, the pressures on BAME groups, refugees and 
asylum seekers and so on.  Another factor was the greatly enhanced profile of 
Black Lives Matter.  We also took account of the particular concerns of 
congregation members and the needs of the Broomhall part of our parish.  We 
allocated our funds as follows:  
1. Broomhall Girls’ Youth Group � £1,000.  Now an independent charity, with 
strong links to St Mark’s.  There are two paid workers and 20 regulars aged 
between 10 and 18 in two sessions on Wednesday evenings.   
2. ASSIST � £1,000.  Supports refused asylum seekers who lack access to 
public funds.  For example, in September 2020, they accommodated 37 people 
and gave 62 people welfare payments.   
3. Citizens Advice Sheffield � £1,000.  Offers wide-ranging advice now by 
phone, eg in advising large numbers seeking Universal Credit in the pandemic.   
4. Sheffield Flourish � £500.  Mental health charity which produces the Mental 
Health Guide, provides support, information and advice and runs a gardening 
project.  The pandemic has exacerbated mental health problems.   

Yorkshire Refugee Foodbank 
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5. Cathedral Archer Project � £1,000.  Supports rough sleepers.  Has carried 
on providing food and support during lockdown, using meals on wheels, and 
has worked with Council in getting people off the streets during pandemic.   
6. Broomhall Centre. £500.  Provides valuable venue for all sorts of activities 
in Broomhall.   
7. Yorkshire Refugee Foodbank � £500.  New charity founded by Cllr Zahira 
Naz, Manuchehr from our congregation and others to address shortages of food, 
clothing, etc among asylum seekers and refugees.   
8. Covid-19 BAME Action Group � £1,000.  Brings together 15 community 
groups of ethnic minorities in Sheffield.  Delivers food parcels and other support.  
Recommended to us by Voluntary Action Sheffield.   
9. S6 Food Bank � £500.  Now based at Broomhall Centre.  Under pressure in 
pandemic.  Needs money, as support in kind from churches now difficult.   
10. Sheffield Carers Centre Hardship Fund � £975.  Carers have been under 
pressure in pandemic.  Fund enables Carers Centre to meet specific/emergency 
needs of carers which have increased in recent months.   
11. Church Action on Poverty Sheffield � £25.  Our regular subscription to 
this local campaigning group � linked both to the national charity and to 
members of the congregation. 

International Donations, 2020: 
The International Committee aims to support organisations and individuals 
working to alleviate poverty and to positively change the lives of people 
worldwide who do not have British citizenship.  We favour charities that address 
the complex issues at the root of poverty � conflict, inequality, injustice, 
migration and famine, and leave a lasting legacy through education, 
empowerment and social change.  Raising awareness of the issues faced by 
communities in other parts of the globe and encouraging St Mark’s to campaign 
and fundraise on their behalf are our objectives but it has been difficult in the 
pandemic.  So we have continued to support mostly smaller charities with links 
to St Mark’s and so can relate more personally to problems encountered by the 
local people.  However, we also supported some larger more impersonal 
organisations that can respond to major natural disasters, war and famine.  We 
have also been concerned about good governance and have followed St Mark’s 
ethos in celebrating human diversity, campaigning for justice and discovering 
the sacred in life.  Again this year we decided to split the money generously 
donated by St Mark’s equally among our 11 charities £1,000.00 each as follows: 
1. Reach Bwindi  A small charity working in Uganda providing education, 
training health care projects designed to enable self-sufficiency.  (Ceri Gallivan) 
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2. Literacy for Life  A small charity in Ghana paying for staff salaries and 
uniforms in a small school.  (Rosie Hunt) 

3. SuCCoL  Supports further education for individuals with the expectation of 
them in turn teaching younger pupils in Colombia.  (Dez and Jennie Martin and 
Robin Saunders) 

4. Phase worldwide  
Empowering isolated 
communities in Nepal 
through integrated 
programmes in Health 
Education and 
livelihoods.  (Dilys Noble) 

5. Omid Foundation  
Established to help 
disadvantaged young 
Iranian women, achieve 
self-determination, 
economic self-sufficiency 
and reintegration into 
society.  (Manuchehr) 

6. Cairdeas  Provides 
expertise, education, training, mentoring and support anywhere in developing 
world where palliative care is limited.  (Uganda � Polly Noble) 

7. Practical Action  Puts ingenious ideas to work so people in poverty can 
change their world.   
8. Global Justice Now  Challenges the powerful to create a more just and equal 
world.  Current important campaign to make any Covid-19 vaccine affordable 
for all.   
9. The Red Cross and Red Crescent.  A global humanitarian movement that 
‘puts kindness into action’ and is uniquely placed to respond to local community 
needs both here in UK and overseas in an emergency.  (Lucy Gray) 

10. USPG  Anglican mission agency that partners churches and communities 
worldwide in God’s mission to enliven faith, strengthen relationships, unlock 
potential and champion justice.  (Michael Bayley) 

11. Christian Aid � Exists to create a world where everyone can live a full life, 
free from poverty.  St Mark’s also supports C.Aid through C.Aid week, annual 
walks, church lunches, garden parties and donates the Church collection at 
certain festivals.  (Dilys Noble � C.Aid lead) 

Dilys Noble and David Price 

Phase Worldwide: Teaching in the time of Covid 
 

https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/the-international-movement
https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/the-international-movement
https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/the-international-movement
https://www.redcross.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/the-international-movement
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ABURA LITERACY SCHOOL, GHANA 
As many of you know, I spent 6 months in Ghana in 2007 and since then have 

overseen a project funding a school there.   

St. Mark’s has given extremely generously to Abura Literacy School, Cape 
Coast over the past 13 years – including the most recent donation from the 

International Donations committee. 

This is absolutely incredible. And such a huge, huge thing for the survival of 
this school. 

During that time, hundreds of children have had the opportunity for education 
that they would not otherwise have had.  In addition, it has given employment 
to over 10 staff, some of whom have had employment there for over 10 years.  

Within the economy of the part of Ghana they live in, this is no small thing.   

You may also be aware that during this time, one teacher has undertaken 
advanced teacher training – this opens up her career opportunities as well as 

developing her confidence.   

And it isn’t just the actual teaching you’ve provided for…the resources (books, 
chairs, chalkboards, playground etc) as well as a hot lunch every day is what 

makes this school a happy place for the children to come to.   

During the Covid-19 pandemic this year, we 
also set up a specific project facilitating a 

mini ‘foodbank’ for the families of the 
children who attend the school.  The 

schools in Ghana have remained closed 
since April which meant the teachers 

couldn’t provide the hot meal each day to 
the children.  Many parents normally earn a 

living through selling oranges, water or 
plantain, and they couldn’t do this during the 
toughest period of restrictions.  Instead, the 

teachers set up an initiative to give core 
essentials to families (including big bags of 

rice, cassava, sugar, beans, soap, toilet rolls 
and water bags).  The extra donations we 

received at that time literally kept some 
families going.   

So…THANK YOU so much for your huge part in this. 

Rosie Hunt 
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WE ARE MADE OF STORIES 
 

Today, across all platforms, the true-life stories of the famous and the infamous 
are as popular as ever.  We might follow our favourite singer or sports star on 
Twitter or Instagram.  Autobiographies, such as Michelle Obama’s ‘Becoming’, 
often top the booksellers’ charts.   

The ‘docudrama’ genre is increasingly seen on television.  Recently the BBC 
has screened the harrowing story of the racist killing of the black teenager 
Antony Walker, murdered in Liverpool in 2005.  Filmmaker Steve McQueen has 
made five short films, screened on the BBC in late 2020, each one based on 
true stories of the injustices faced by black people in our society.  Such true-life 
stories hit us hard and help to shape our attitudes and responses.   

We human beings are made of 
stories.  Our life in this world is our 
story to tell, a unique story, whether 
we be famous, infamous or 
unknown.  The Progressive 
Christianity Network (PCN Britain) 
has recently commissioned five 
short films which tell the stories of 
ordinary people, grappling with 
important contemporary issues.  
These story-tellers are not film stars 
or well-known public figures but 
their stories have much to say to the church today.  A climate activist, a gay 
man who is HIV positive, two Belfast friends separated by their religious 
upbringing, a mixed-faith marriage, a community activist.  I am sure many folk 
at St Mark’s will enjoy watching these films.  (www.madeofstories.uk) 

The Bible, we know, is full of stories and we need to distinguish between 
parable, metaphor and fact in the search for meaning.  Many of the past and 
present disputes within Christianity are caused by how we have read and 
interpreted the Bible’s stories.  A slavish literalism can misunderstand the 
creation stories of Genesis and make Christian faith an irrelevance to many.  A 
progressive Christianity seeks to harness the insights of biblical scholarship, 
honest reasoning and imagination as we interpret these stories.   

Most crucial of all is how Christians and the Church have told the story of Jesus 
and how we discover His story within the pages of the New Testament and the 
folds of our heart’s experiences.  Over the centuries western Christianity has 
offered one overarching narrative, the story of Fall and Redemption, seeing in 
Jesus a Saviour figure sent from God, concerned with individual salvation.  This 

An image from one of the PCN stories 
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dominant story, fleshed out in our liturgies, our hymns and our teaching courses, 
is the story of how the Jesus of history became the Christ of faith, framed and 
enmeshed in the doctrines of orthodoxy.  It has influenced how we interpret the 
birth, death and resurrection stories about Jesus.  Yet for many Christians this 
story of a sinless Saviour, born of a virgin, performing nature miracles and being 
tortured to death by a loving God to save us from our sins, no longer commands 
belief or acceptance.   

If we could capture the ‘real life’ story of Jesus, as he might tell it on camera, 
we might be presented with a very different Christ of faith.  This charismatic 
Jewish prophet might speak of growing up in a world of corruption and power, 
of violence and oppression, of poverty and prejudice.  In this context Jesus 
might tell of how he tried to bring a deep experience of compassion and 
reconciliation, the scorching fire and judgement of God’s love, as he 
experienced it in his own heart.  This is the passionate Jesus who invites us to 
follow him so that we make a difference in this world.  Like the story-tellers on 
our five films we are invited to make sense of our own lives in all their complexity 
and ambiguity and to see in the story of Jesus how his life can connect to ours.  
We might find little solace in the propositional doctrines of the Church, little 
relevance in portraying Jesus as the second person of the Trinity, sat at God’s 
right hand on high.  But we might well be attracted to the Jesus who asked his 
followers to consider the beauty of the lilies of the field, who crossed the divides 
of race and religion to offer healing and reconciliation, who gathered around him 
a community of nobodies.  As Dom Crossan has said, we need to get the story 
‘right!’   

Revd Adrian Alker, 
Chair, Progressive Christianity Network Britain 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH DAVID PRICE 
 

David Price, who has edited this issue, is now retiring 
as co-editor of the Messenger.  I took the opportunity 
to ask David to reflect on his 11 years of service as 
part of the editorial team.   

Tell me a bit about your personal history.   
We moved to Sheffield in 1980 and I worked in the 
Manpower Services Commission and the 
Department of Employment until retirement in 1995.  
When we arrived, I went round various local churches 
to find one where our children would feel most 
comfortable.  We settled on St Mark’s as it had good 
children’s activities, I had appreciated the warm 
welcome I received and we liked the liberal theology.   

How and when did you become an editor? 
Michael Burn, the husband of the then Assistant Priest, Sue Hobley, had been 
editor but had to give it up when Sue moved to Wath in 2009.  No one wanted to 
take the role on full-time, so Pauline Miller and Hazel Elliott-Kemp and I 
volunteered as rotating editors.  I thought it was a worthwhile thing to be doing and 
felt quite positive about it.   

Has the Messenger changed in character over the last 11 years?   
The biggest change has been the move from A4 to A5 size – initiated by Sue 
Hammersley to make the magazine more user-friendly and attractive.  More 
recently, we’ve introduced editions prepared by guest editors.  The young adults’ 
group and, in October, the children’s group have both produced very attractive 
editions.  I think that’s helped a lot to broaden the appeal of the Messenger.  The 
danger is that it could become the preserve of a select group within the 
congregation.  You don’t want that; you want it to be broadly attractive to different 
tastes and interests.  A lot of church magazines are full of adverts but I don’t think 
that’s necessary.  It would cause a lot of extra work for someone and the amount 
it costs to produce the Messenger is covered by the small charge we make.  I think 
including adverts would blur the message of the magazine.   

What have been the good and bad features of being an editor?   
With each edition there’s a recurring pattern.  To start with, I worry that I’m not 
going to have enough copy, so I go round commissioning articles.  Then I can relax 
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a bit.  Then, at the very end, there’s often a late surge of articles and I have to start 
worrying about how to deal with the surfeit.  Often the articles I’ve commissioned 
are extremely good and they wouldn’t have been written if I hadn’t asked for them.  
We’re blessed with some very good writers in the congregation, and as an editor 
it’s very satisfying to see some really interesting articles in print.   

Any particular editions which stand out as high points or low points?   
We did some very good stuff in 2014 commemorating the beginning of World War 
I.  As for low points, there have been one or two occasions when the printer has 
played up.  Once, the last bit of the magazine didn’t appear and we had to issue a 
supplement, which was a bit trying.   

The cover of this issue is something of a departure from normal, isn’t it?   
Yes.  Hannah Jones sent me this chart about Joy which parents and children have 
produced.  I consulted with others and we all thought it was interesting, original 
and lively and worth putting on the front page.  I think it’s a good thing to put 
something different on the cover every now and then, to surprise people a bit.  
Perhaps that matters less, though, with the online edition than with the printed one. 

How would you hope to see the Messenger developing in the future?   
I hope editions will continue drawing in other groups.  I worry that the Messenger 
might be seen as the preserve of older people in the church; younger people 
should be involved as well.  It’s probably inevitable that it’s mainly retired people 
on the editorial team, but they should be reaching out to younger age groups too.  
I like more academic articles but there’s also room for more chatty pieces.  It’s 
good that we’ve recently included more about other churches.  There’s a danger 
of becoming somewhat complacent – a cosy, middle-class club.  We could include 
more about Broomhall, for example.   

Will you still continue writing articles for the Messenger?   
Yes, you won’t be spared those – particularly things I’m concerned about, like 
refugees, asylum seekers, poverty, historical stuff…   

Well, on behalf of the editorial team and the congregation as a whole, may I 
thank you for your hard work over the last 11 years?  And of course, a very 
warm welcome to your successor, Joe Forde, who will be editing next 
month’s edition.   

Dez Martin 
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HEATWAVES, HOOVER BAGS AND HOSPITALITY: 
REFLECTIONS ON JORDAN 

 
‘Please give us another article for the Messenger!’ said the editor one day. 

‘OK,’ I replied. ‘But we’re heading back in about a month, so you’re going to 
have to find a different way of padding it out in future...’   

Getting ready to think about looking to leave has got me thinking about the 
overall impression I’m going to leave with.  What memories will I recount to 
grandchildren (mine or anyone else’s) when I’m sat in whichever care facility 
will have me?  So in not reverse order (we’ll have none of that Miss World 
rubbish here!), here’s my list –   

First up, I’m British.  This means I’m legally 
obliged to be fixated on the weather.  
Jordan hasn’t got many types, but what it 
has got it’s got a lot of, and that particularly 
goes for heat.  I can’t imagine ever 
complaining about being cold again, and if 
I do I’ll just have to remember the 450C 
temperatures and scorching sun that 
typifies the parched Jordanian summer.   

 

I detest cars.  And I’m not a fan of 
numbers.  But Jordanian car 
number plates have fixated me.  
It’s because they’ve got 7 
numbers and no letters, and 
maybe a quarter of them start 
‘23’.  That means in theory there’s 
a car out there with the same 
registration as my home phone 
number in Sheffield (2316031), 
and also as my date of birth 
(23/8/1968)  So a fun game for 
me has become looking for 

number plates that (almost) match either of these when I’m out and about.  And 
as well, I can play ‘If that number is its date of birth, which of my birthdays was 
that car born on?’  For instance, this one is 542 years older than me, to the day.   
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Truth is sometimes difficult to pin down.  So while I would cope with the 
inconvenience of something being an hour away, round here it seems it’s more 
important to spare me that perceived bad news, tell me it only takes 20 minutes, 
and assume I’d deal fine with the discrepancy when I get there.  

  
I really haven’t got the hang of 
looking the ‘wrong’ way when I 
cross the road here – as I 
approach the kerb, my brain gets 
utterly confused and I end up 
looking both ways anyway, to the 
point where I look both ways even 
if I’m in the middle of a road and 
so I know I’ve only got uni-
directional traffic to contend 
with(!).  Also, I’m not sure if the 
Jordanian jay-walking approach to 
road crossing is particularly ingrained in me � so it remains to be seen if I still 
find myself trapped between lanes of traffic when I’m back in the land of 
pedestrian crossings. 

I speak very little Arabic.  This means getting involved with the communities I’ve 
found myself has been nigh-on impossible.  I’ve suffered serious withdrawal 
symptoms from that, so although I know the ‘new’ Britain will look, act, feel � 
although probably not smell � so different from the one we left, I reckon I’ll find 
a way to re-establish that particular addiction. 

On ’buses in Britain, you don’t really get complete strangers who don’t speak a 
word of your language making it very clear you are more than welcome to go 
back to their home to meet their family and share their food.  But here it’s not at 
all unusual, which has resulted in my experience of Arabic hospitality probably 
being the thing I will remember more than anything else about our two years 
here.   

‘But what about the hoover bags?’ I hear you cry.  I could go on, but my word 
count’s looming.  Which is a shame, because I wanted to tell you all about ’bus 
timetables, too.  And my evidence that queuing is a basic part of human nature 
and not a social construct at all.  But alas, no space.  But don’t be downhearted, 
I’ll be happy to talk to you at great length about all those things and more if you 
want when I’m back (bet you can’t wait!?).  And an extended version of all this 
will probably make up my final blog post – just go to 
https://ggriefy.wordpress.com and let it flow over you...   

Gary Grief 

 

https://ggriefy.wordpress.com/
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AN AMERICAN HYMN 
 

On the penultimate page of The Heart of Christianity, Marcus Borg quotes this 
beautiful hymn by Lloyd Stone and Georgia Harkness, which is sung to Sibelius’ 
rich melody Finlandia.  The hymn starts with love of one’s homeland, but then 
broadens out to recognise the love that people in other lands have for their 
homelands.  The final verse, added by Georgia Harkness, is about peace.  Borg 
wants to encourage positive Christian attitudes to other religions.  He comments: 
‘We need only substitute the word ‘religion’ for ‘nations’, lands’ and ‘country’.  Of 
course, in terms of syllables, the substitution does not work, but in terms of 
affirmation, it does.  Religions are homes and Christianity is home for me’.  

� Editor 

This is my song, O God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for lands afar and mine; 
this is my home, the country where my heart is; 
here are my hopes, my dreams, my holy shrine: 
but other hearts in other lands are beating. 

My country’s skies are bluer than the ocean, 
and sunlight beams on cloverleaf and pine; 
but other lands have sunlight too, and clover, 
and skies are everywhere as blue as mine: 
O hear my song, thou God of all the nations, 
a song of peace for their land and for mine. 

May truth and freedom come to every nation; 
may peace abound where strife has raged so long; 
that each may seek to love and build together, 
a world united, righting every wrong; 
a world united in its love for freedom, 
proclaiming peace together in one song.* 

 
*St. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing Co.  Sts, 1, 2 © 1934, 1962 Lorenz Publishing 

Marcus Borg (Front row 4th from right) with the Council of St Mark's Centre for Radical 
Christianity  
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BOOK REVIEW: THE LUNAR MEN 
 
During the pandemic, I have been re-
reading some of my favourite books.  
This fascinating book1, by Jenny Uglow, 
is about the members of the Lunar 
Society – a group of men (no women, 
alas!) who met regularly in the Midlands 
in the mid to late 18th Century.  They 
were called the Lunar Society because, 
for reasons of security and convenience, 
they met when there was a full moon.  
They described themselves as 
‘philosophers’, but were eminently 
practical: for example, they were heavily 
involved in developing canals.  They 
combined the enquiring scientific spirit of 
the enlightenment with the practical and 
entrepreneurial spirit of the industrial 
revolution.  One of the big questions of 
history is: why was Britain the first 
industrial nation?  Maybe a partial 
answer can be found by studying this 
group.   

I will describe some of the leading members.  Emmanuel Darwin lived in 
Lichfield and later in Derby.  An overweight and irrepressible character, he was 
a busy physician, yet so lively and ebullient that he was probably the group’s 
leading figure.  He was a poet and a pioneering botanist but also creative in 
many other scientific areas.  He came up with the theory of evolution almost a 
century before his grandson, Charles, wrote The Origin of Species.   

Josiah Wedgwood was a highly skilled potter, who built up his pottery works in 
Burslem, Staffordshire, to the point where it became a major exporter, providing 
products not only to the British royal family but also to Catherine the Great of 
Russia.   

Matthew Boulton created the massive Soho Works in Birmingham and 
collaborated with James Watt, another Lunar Society member, to produce the 
first really effective steam engines for mines and factories.  They sold their 
engines in large numbers.  He and Watt were contrasting but complementary 
characters – Boulton an optimistic risk-taking practical man, Watt, a cautious, 
pessimistic engineering genius.   
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Then there was Joseph Priestley, who was both a nonconformist minister and 
one of the leading scientists of the day.  He was the first to isolate oxygen which 
he called ‘dephlogisticated air’.  He moved to Birmingham in 1780 and quickly 
created a laboratory at his home.  The Lunar Society changed their meeting day 
from Sunday to Monday so that he could attend, since he was preoccupied with 
church services on Sunday.   

Lunar men were diverse in their religious opinions, but many came from 
dissenting families.  Priestley was of course one of the most famous dissenting 
ministers of the day and a founder of 18th Century Unitarianism. Emmanuel 
Darwin was sceptical of religion but some other Lunar men were practising 
Anglicans.   

Politically, Lunar men tended to be radical, supporting the Americans in their 
Revolution against the Crown and later on welcoming the French Revolution.  
Some of their offspring even went off to Paris to join in the Revolution.  Priestley 
was a strong advocate of political reform.  This may help to explain why in 1791 
his house and laboratory in Birmingham were burnt down by a mob incited, it 
was claimed, by Anglican clergy and magistrates.  By then, fear that the French 
Revolution might spread to Britain had created a poisonous atmosphere of 
repression.  In 1794, Priestley fled to America.   

How important were the Lunar men?  Jenny Uglow describes them as ‘at the 
leading edge of every movement of its time, in science, in industry, in the arts, 
even in agriculture’.  She calls them ‘the friends who made the future’ and her 
publishers say that they ‘shaped and fired the modern world’.  This may be going 
too far.  There were many hugely creative figures outside their circle, such as 
the leaders of the Scottish Enlightenment.  There were other important 
entrepreneurs and inventors, like Richard Arkwright, who developed Britain’s 
first water powered cotton factory in Cromford, John Roebuck (from a Sheffield 
family) and for a time a colleague of Watt, who developed the Carron Iron Works 
in Scotland, and indeed the two great Sheffield innovators of the mid-18th 
Century – Thomas Bolsover (Sheffield plate) and Benjamin Huntsman (crucible 
steel).  There was a powerful spirit of innovation at work in Britain before the 
Lunar men set to work, but they built on this and were outstanding in their 
combination of scientific enquiry and practical implementation.   

David Price 
1Jenny Uglow: The Lunar Men: the Friends who made the Future. Faber and Faber. 2002 



 
 

REGULAR WORSHIP 
 

Please check our website for information regarding services in the building. 
 
 

Please contact the church office for Zoom codes and further information about services to be 
held in the building – we look forward to being able to welcome you back to the building in 2021. 
  
Monday - 
Friday 

9.00 am Morning Prayer 
5.00 pm Evening Prayer 
 

  
Thursday 12 noon Communion 

  
Sunday 8.00 am BCP Service of Holy Communion 

10.00 am Parish Eucharist 
7.00 pm Night Service 
 

  
 

 
Keep checking the St Mark’s website for further information, notices and events 

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/ 

 
 

The church is available for pre-booked reflective visits or private prayer  
– please contact the office to book. 

 
 
 

 
EDITORIAL TEAM 

 

Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks.   
This issue was edited by David Price. 

 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions for future editions.   
The next edition will be edited by Joe Forde – joe.forde@tiscali.co.uk 

 

If you propose to submit an article for the next edition, please inform Joe as soon as possible.   
 

When sending photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  
The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations and to trace 

copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 
 

 



WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

Pastoral Care 
Coordinator 
Vacant 

 

Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with 
Older People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546 
@ 
gmail.com 
 

Reader 
Anne Padget 
Jonathan Williamson 
 

 
07736 527777 
Contact the church office 

Transport 
Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Office Manager 
Sarah Rousseau 

 
office 
@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
0114 266 3613 
 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church 
office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 
Pat Hunt 
James Oliver 

 
07513 190739 
jamesoliver123@gmail.com 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

07403 841243 
childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3 
@gmail.com 
 

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Tom Cotterell 
 

 
Tbc. 

Safeguarding Team: 
 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins                     s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 
Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality & 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 

 

 
 
 
For details 
see website or contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vicar normally has Tuesday off parish duties. 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS WORKING FROM HOME!  
Please contact the office to book for private prayer 

office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk  0114 266 3613 
 

Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 


