
Intercessions for Sunday 7 February (Church Action on Poverty) 

Loving God, we look back on the last year with horror and with wonder. We are horrified at the loss 
of life in our nation and throughout the world, but in awe that you have been ever present in the 
pandemic, bringing hope and healing. We thank you for the many acts of unusual kindness which 
have blossomed in this pandemic, and the small everyday miracles which have helped us find 
meaning and hope amidst all the chaos.  

Help us to stand up for what we believe: To speak out and follow you. 

God, we are sorry for the times when we have been apathetic and lacking in compassion to the 
needs of others. Help us to challenge ourselves and each other to do better, remembering that 
“what ‘just is’ isn’t always justice”. We pledge ourselves to the service of those who have been hit 
hardest by the pandemic: poorer communities; the Black community; those on the frontline of 
dealing with the public; those who have lost their livelihoods; those struggling with their mental 
health or loneliness. God, help us to rebuild our communities with fairness and a justice that works 
for everyone.  

Help us to stand up for what we believe: To speak out and follow you. 

We give thanks for organisations, neighbours, relatives, churches, charities who have gone the extra 
mile to look out for those who have been hurting. We give thanks for the NHS and care workers who 
have nursed hundreds of thousands back to health. We thank the shop workers, the taxi drivers, the 
cleaners, all who have kept our nation together through this time. We give thanks for the vaccine, 
which is here now because countries put aside their own interests to help each other and share 
knowledge. We pray for countries who do not have access to the vaccine yet and that governments 
will have the courage to take the harder path, to make decisions based on what is right, not what is 
easier or serves their own self-interest, to come to a global solution.  

Help us to stand up for what we believe: To speak out and follow you. 

We pray for those who are unwell, mourning, or recovering from illness or accident. 
We pray especially for Annick, David, Dora and 
Thomas, Lee, Linda, Liz, Marguerite, Mary, Maurice,   Naomi, Pat and Barbara, Patty Richard and 
Rosemary, Stuart , Michael 

We pray for those who have lost loved ones as a result of Coronavirus alongside those 
who have died recently in this community and beyond. We hold in our prayers 
Anthea Meakin, Jane Sinclair, James Dickson, John and Eluned (pronounced Linnard)   

We also pray for their grieving families and friends, including:  Gillian and Jean  

Help us to stand up for what we believe: To speak out and follow you.. 

Help the Churches to respond with a new determination to be alongside the weak and vulnerable 
and to really listen to the voices in our midst which need to be heard. Help us to find new ways to 
serve our communities, to be new wineskins for the new wine that is pouring throughout our land.  

Help us to stand up for what we believe: To speak out and follow you. 

Amen. 


