
Julian Prayer 

Monday 29th March 2021 at 6.30pm 

 

Hello and welcome to Julian Prayer. We usually meet on Monday evenings in the small 

chapel at St Mark’s. While we cannot physically be together this evening, we are still able to 

hold the space and time together. If you are new to Julian Prayer, we are delighted that you 

have found this service and we invite you to hold the space as well. You may want to light a 

candle and to have a few minutes to still yourself before beginning. 

 

Reading 1 – Pen Llÿn by R. S. Thomas 

 

Dafydd looked out; 

I look out: five centuries 

Without change? The same sea breaks 

on the same shore and is not 

broken. The stone in Llÿn 

is still there, honey- 

coloured for a girl’s hair 

to resemble. It is time’s 

smile on the cliff 

face at the childishness 

of my surprise. Here was the marriage 

of land and sea, from whose bickering 

the spray rises. ‘Are you there?’ 

I call into the dumb 

past, that is close to me 

as my shadow. ‘Are you here?’ 

I whisper to the encountered 

self like one coming 

on the truth asleep 

and fearing to disturb it. 

----------------------------------- 

30 minutes of silence 

----------------------------------- 
Reading 2 – The Trees by Philip Larkin 

 

The trees are coming into leaf 

Like something almost being said; 

The recent buds relax and spread, 

Their greenness is a kind of grief. 

 

Is it that they are born again 

And we grow old? No, they die too. 

Their yearly trick of looking new 

Is written down in rings of grain. 

 

Yet still the unresting castles thresh 

In fullgrown thickness every May. 

Last year is dead, they seem to say. 

Begin afresh, afresh, afresh. 



Intercessions 

 

Closing prayer 

 

In our hearts and homes the love of God 

In our coming and going the peace of God 

In our life believing the strength of God 

At our end and beginning the welcome of God. 

 

 

 

 

 


