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LIGHTS IN THE DARKNESS 
 

By the time you read this, we will be part way through Lent, the period of 
preparation and reflection, often associated with abstinence and giving things 
up, of leading a simpler lifestyle before we reach the celebration of Easter.   

This year Lent feels even more poignant as we enter it at a time when 
restrictions on our lives, enforced rather than chosen, have been in place for 
nearly a year.  March 23rd will mark the first anniversary of the day Boris 
Johnson addressed the nation and announced this country was in a national 
emergency, facing the biggest threat it had faced for decades.   

We were urged to stay home, only to shop for bare necessities, to exercise 
alone or with members of our household, to stop meeting friends and family and 
to discontinue services within places of worship except for funerals.  Little did 
we know that, a year on, the damage, disruption and emotional toll on people 
would be so high with everyone being affected in some way.   

• The underfunded and already overstretched NHS was brought sharply 
into focus as elective surgery and routine appointments were delayed, 
mental well-being worsened and over 120,000 people have died due to 
the virus.   

• Loved ones in care homes were seriously affected by restrictions on 
visiting and rapid spread of the virus amongst an already frail and 
vulnerable population of residents.   

• Families were placed under a huge strain as schools closed and home 
education was implemented.  Students in higher education faced 
decisions about whether to return to university to continue their studies, 
risking social isolation.   

• The most vulnerable members in our society became even more 
disadvantaged as their financial situations were further compromised by 
the increased costs of living, reduction in income or job losses.   

This is the grim and awful reality of some of what has been happening, and 
continues to happen for many people, leading to feelings of weariness, 
discouragement and despair.   

‘The world is indeed full of peril, and in it there are many dark places; but still 
there is much that is fair, and though in all lands love is now mingled with grief, 
it grows perhaps the greater.’   

(J.R.R. Tolkien, The Fellowship of the Ring) 
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The English word Lent is a shortened form of 
the Old English word ‘lencten’ meaning 
‘spring season’, a season many consider the 
most hopeful of seasons as the days begin to 
get longer and within nature, new life 
emerges.  In this light, I invite you to consider 
Lent as a time to pause, to acknowledge any 
losses you are mourning, to think about the 
things you are thankful for, and to know God’s 
love for you.   

George Eliot suggests: ‘What we call despair 
is often only the painful eagerness of unfed 
hope.’  There are signs of hope in our 
churches, neighbourhood, country and in the 
world:   

• COVID-19 vaccines, not only in the UK but accessible to all countries 
through COVAX.   

• News of additional funding being made available for the NHS and social 
care.   

• The fall in the R number and hints of things beginning to reopen so life 
can be recalibrated to a ‘new normal’.   

We need not only to look for signs of hope around us.  Our calling as Christians 

is to be a sign of hope within the world by challenging injustice, acting as 
advocates who enable the voice of those who are marginalised and 
disenfranchised to be heard, encouraging those who are struggling, showing 
goodwill to one another, affirming others or reminding people that they are loved 
by God who is always present with us.  March 23rd will be marked nationally 
and we will be invited to reflect on our collective loss, support those who’ve been 
bereaved, and hope for a brighter future.   

It’s not one day that’s important, but how we continue to navigate the journey, 
acknowledging both the light and the darkness in our lives.  Together, we share 
a message of renewed hope, helping people to see that darkness and light co-
exist.  At dawn and dusk, as night turns to day or day to night, things hidden by 
darkness or light become visible.  Whether you are the sun by day or a star at 
night, let the light in you make life brighter for others.  As Amanda Gorman said 
at the presidential inauguration a few weeks ago: ‘For there is always light, if 
only we are able to see it.  If only we are brave enough to be it.’   

Shan 

Lenten Rose in Mum’s garden 
offering a renewed sense of hope 
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SNOW 
 

 
 

The quiet falls 

       seeking no attention, 

Unhurried in its constancy, 

Stilling everything to the sound of its silence. 

 

We are reinstated 

        beholden to a new ruler now: 

Car, appointment, plan, necessity, 

all obedient to its gentle regime.  

 

Nothing is left as it was, 

everything covered by unblemished white,  

        becomes new. 

Bearing up only the lightest of loads.  

 

Temporary moments that hold all things, 

what is left 

          remains touched by light,  

as if forever. 

 

Robin Vesey 
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LOCKDOWN 
 
For many of us, particularly for those of us that like meeting others ‘Lockdown’ 
has been a particularly stressful time.  It has put a stop to meeting others, that 
normally makes up a major part of each week for many.  Such activities have 
been suspended, so how have we been occupying our time?   

Margot Fox records some ways in which people have occupied themselves 
positively during lockdown:  

• During the first lockdown, the Thursday evening clap for the NHS was 
good as it got everyone out on the streets, and neighbours whom you 
don’t normally see started talking.   

• Getting out every day with the dog has been great.  When you walk from 
home you invariably meet people and everyone is pleased to make 
contact.  People stop and smile and chat in a way which people were too 
busy and focused to do in the past.   

• Living in Broomhill with access to the Botanical Gardens and other parks 
has been so useful – a place to admire the beautiful aspects of nature.   

• The fact that the pace of life goes a bit slower has helped.  I’m no longer 
dashing all over the place and there is more time to notice things: the 
seasons, the bird-song, the sunrises and many other things. 

• The garden has been a wonderful outlet and in many cases they have 
never been so well tended.  I grew veg in pots for the first time which was 
fun. 

• Keeping in contact with people who were shielding with a daily phone call 
helped me as well.   

• The church Zoom sessions have been good and a reminder that we are 
part of a larger community.  In this respect the ‘break-out’ groups have 
been particularly helpful.   

• Keeping a journal of things that I find inspiring.  All sorts of things – uplifting 
notices pinned to trees or in people’s windows.  Things from the Sunday 
services, poems, songs, etc.   

• Keeping on volunteering. Amazingly there still are Covid-safe volunteering 
opportunities and people who want to get involved.   

• Universities from around the world have been putting on free short 
courses, so I did a few about climate change via ‘FutureLearn’.  
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Briony Tayler on the other hand, has put forward an interesting suggestion 

regarding ways to feel better − she takes a look every day at the sea, which might 
seem strange when living in Sheffield, but there is something quite calming when 
watching the sea ebbing and flowing.   

She does this by joining a website that has a web cam, of which there are 
numerous sited throughout the country.  Some are situated by the sea and others 
are situated in towns.  My home town, Swansea, is on the edge of the Gower 
peninsular in South Wales, so I found it really interesting watching several of the 
web cams situated in that area.   

Some of the sites are holiday cottage websites.  Briony’s favourite site is 
Freshwater, as it's really close to the shore, and is nearly all sea and sky.   

 
CREATIVE WRITING 

In what she described as ‘a bit of fun writing’, Sarah Frost decided to give some 
thought to the use of face masks and the different designs that have been 
developed.  ‘Disposable masks,’ she thought, ‘have become essential attire.’  She 
then started naming some, such as the ‘covidia permina’ – the disposable and the 
reusable.  From there she turned her attention to what she called the ‘ephemera 
niger’ a black mask which is sometimes worn. 

Then there is the ‘covidea ephemera exotica’ sometimes recognised because of 
its leopard-skin design.  Here she states that such designs might become even 
more exquisite and, if so, this would entail reclassification, particularly if they 
become personalised.  Some she noted have quite exquisite designs such as the 
concertina type, these she names ‘covidia permina foldei’.  Foremost of these is 
the dinner-plate form, ‘covidia permina rotunda’.   

There are many commercially available forms, she points out, with all colours and 
patterns in use not to mention hand-made masks which gives endless opportunity 
for self-expression – she named these ‘covidia permina uniquei’, or even 
‘domestica’ if just for private use, noting some of the creative forms which are sold 
by designer companies.   

In her writing she concludes that the black form seems to be favoured by men and 
may be adopted for formal wear and possibly black mask events.  She does not 
rule out covidia permina obscenia stating that someone actually had the 
insensitivity to print Christmas trees and the message ‘Merry Christmas’ on the 
front.   

‘Beware,’ she states, ‘not all masks are equal.  You can get masks with one, two 
or three layers. Those with one layer might just as well be classified as “covidia 
permina wasteoftimeia”’.  In conclusion she emphasises, ‘This is obviously a very 
new field of study and new forms are evolving all the time.  Classification will be 
updated when necessary.  Please report sightings of any new forms.   
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THE 10.00 am ZOOM SERVICE 
 

Every other week since October, I have been 
doing the tech for the 10am Zoom services at 
church.  Originally, I started doing it for my Duke 
of Edinburgh volunteering as now voluntary 
work is hard to come by, so I was lucky that 
church needed someone to help, as well as Mike 
and David.  Although I am still doing the zoom 
for D of E, it has started to become more of a fun 
task.  This is probably because it is one of the 

only regular tasks, I attempt each fortnight, living in these uncertain times.   

It helps me stay connected to church.  I am very grateful that Mike took the time 
to show me what to do.  Before I started helping with Zoom, I honestly did not 
realise the intense effort it takes to set up such a large gathering.  I must mention 
Cate too, who has been very encouraging, and Shan who is always so calm.  
There was one Sunday when I realised at 9.59 am that I was not co-host and 
therefore could not show anything.  Fortunately, Dad phoned Shan who sorted 
it very quickly!  I must thank Mike, David, Shan, Cate, Sue and everyone for 
working to keep our services and our community together in such extraordinary 
times. 

Leo Oliver 
 

WILD SWIMMING 
 

In 2019, I started wild swimming around 
Sheffield and when Lockdown happened 

it became a real lifeline for me − after 

working for St Mark's in the morning, 3 
times a week I was able to enjoy the 
peace and calm of the water.  Currently I 
have one friend who I swim with, but 
when we're able, we have a little 'swim 
crew'; which includes both Hannah and 
David.  As the temperature has dropped 
I've continued to 'dip', it would be wrong 
to call it a 'swim' when you're having to 
break ice just to get into the water!! 

Sarah Rousseau 

 

 

Sarah taking a ‘dip’ in ice 
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LOCKDOWN THEATRE 
 

At the start of the first lockdown last 
March, Hallam ’89 Theatre Club had 
just begun rehearsals for our 
September production, The Railway 
Children.  Unable to hold face-to-face 
rehearsals we continued rehearsing via 
Zoom.  It gradually became obvious 
that a production in September, then 
before Christmas, then in spring, was 
not going to happen, so we started 
interspersing the Railway Children 

rehearsals with the odd quiz and readings of plays to consider for future 
productions.  Then someone suggested writing and videoing a series of 
individual performances reflecting our personal experiences of lockdown and 
The Covid Monologues began to take shape.  We ended up with a varied 
collection of monologues, a few fictional, many reflecting personal experience, 
some vaguely humorous, some tragic, a couple in verse.  Videoing them, editing 
them, getting the sound right was very much a learning curve, but we were 
eventually able to upload them to youtube. The final product has been well-
received, with Radio Sheffield devoting two long slots on their breakfast 
programme to them, and Sheffield Libraries asking if they could have a copy for 
their archives. 

As we were finishing off the monologues, we also embarked on a ‘radio play’ 

version of A Christmas Carol.  It seemed at first an easy way of doing theatre − 

no costumes, no sets, no need to learn the lines − but the editing process was 

a mammoth undertaking as each speech had to be recorded separately, the 
sound had to be adjusted and sound effects and music added.  Thanks to the 
efforts of our technical team we just managed to get the final version uploaded 
to our website in time for Christmas.  Our next project which we’ve just started 
is another ‘radio play’ with a script written by one of our members, and we have 
a number of similar ventures in the offing as well.  We’re still having the 
occasional rehearsal of The Railway Children as well, so that we don’t forget 
the lines.  The worry now is that by the time we’re able to perform it live, some 
of the younger cast members will be too old for the parts we’ve given them! 

The Covid Monologues and A Christmas Carol, along with further information 
about the club can be accessed at www.hallam89.com .  New members (of any 
age) are always welcome. 

Dez Martin 

 

http://www.hallam89.com/
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‘LEAVE TO REMAIN’ 
 

Many people reading the magazine will know 
Victor Mujakachi personally, or maybe have heard 
of the excellent voluntary work he has undertaken 
in so many ways (see final paragraph), particularly 
with ASSIST but also more generally during his 
time in Sheffield.  He has made a considerable 
contribution to these groups throughout the years 
he has lived here.  It was with that in mind that I 
invited Victor to write a few words.   

During his time in Sheffield he has worked 
tirelessly to draw attention to the plight suffered by 
many asylum seekers, and he acknowledges the 
kindness of many of the supporters of such 
charities as ASSIST, SYMAAG and other groups 
that help asylum seekers, but his friendly and 
determined nature is appreciated by those who 
know him.  He has a superb sense of humour and 
as a committed Christian is well known by people 
in several churches.   

In what follows he expresses some of his feelings 
of what being an asylum seeker involves, the 
personal circumstances experienced by asylum 
seekers and some of the joy he feels now that he 
has been granted ‘leave to remain’.   

Victor writes:  

I’m pleased to announce that I now have leave to remain, generally known as LTR 
in immigration parlance.   

Whilst this is very pleasing news that brings a sense of relief to me personally and 
to my immediate family members who alongside me have waited for this outcome 
for thirteen years, I cannot help feeling a tinge of sadness when I think about my 
fellow asylum seekers whose asylum cases are still to be determined.   

Claiming asylum in the United Kingdom follows a stringent legal process where 
the asylum claimant has to prove that they deserve protection in this country, 
whatever the reason they are leaving their country of birth for, in order to find safety 
in the United Kingdom.   

Victor Mujakachi 
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The legal process starts with a substantive interview with a Home Office 
caseworker who, after a series of repetitive questions that can last a few hours or 
days, has the authority to accept or decline an asylum claim.   

If the caseworker is satisfied during the interview, and after rigorously and 
extensively questioning the asylum claimant to determine if they warrant the 
protection of the government of the United Kingdom, the caseworker will then 
inform the applicant in writing whether or not their claim for protection has been 
successful.  An applicant whose application is accepted at the substantive 
interview stage becomes a refugee and they are accorded the rights and privileges 
enjoyed by British citizens.  An asylum application can be turned down.   

An asylum seeker whose claim is turned down is termed a refused asylum seeker.  
Refused asylum seekers have no rights and are subject to removal from the United 
Kingdom.  That is the situation I found myself in after my initial asylum claim was 
refused together with subsequent appeals, the process of which lasted 11 years 
during which an attempt was made by the Home Office to remove me from the 
country in February 2019.   

It was during this eleven year period of asylum limbo that I immersed myself in 
volunteering and got associated with a variety of charities such as Assist Sheffield, 
Migrants Organise, Epilepsy Action, The Cathedral Archer Project, Sheffield Tools 
For Africa, These Walls Must Fall, NACCOM, FURD (Football Unites, Racism 
Divides), The Sunday Centre, St Peter's Church Ellesmere Road, Christ Church 
Pitsmoor, SYMAAG, The City Of Sanctuary, St Mark’s, St Wilfrid's Centre, 
Sheffield Amateur Boxing Club, Spectrum Theatre Group, Side by Side Drama 
Group, Ahmadiyya Muslim Centre, House Of Hope in Norfolk Park, St Cuthbert's 
Firvale, Burton Street Foundation, The Quaker Meeting House in the city centre, 
HARC (Homeless And Rootless At Christmas), South Yorkshire Refugee Law & 
Justice, The Crowded House Church, Time Builders and Sheffield Conversation 
Club.   

This whole period was not without personal tragedy.  I lost two siblings back home 

in Zimbabwe − my younger brother, Michael, in 2010 and youngest sister, Barbara, 

in 2017, both of whose funerals I never attended due to immigration restrictions.  
In 2019 my second son Simba suffered a near catastrophic brain haemorrhagic 
stroke which almost cost him his life after being in a coma for two weeks.  
Volunteering was not only therapeutic, offering me a structure and a purpose, it 
also opened up opportunities to learn new skills, get connected, build up 
friendships and networks.  It also helped me to get acquainted with a large number 
of members of British society whose immense support and encouragement I'll 
forever cherish. 

Victor Mujakachi 
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INTERNATIONAL CHARITIES 
 

St Mark’s supports a number of international charities each year that are 
selected by the International Committee, with their recommendations being 
approved by the PCC.  Here are reports from two of them. 

BRITISH RED CROSS: 

There is too much going on to provide an update on all of our international work 
so here is a recent update from Yemen.   

More than five years of conflict and fighting between the warring parties in 
Yemen has resulted in what the UN has called ‘the world’s worst humanitarian 
crisis’.  Recently, fighting has intensified and more than 80,000 people have 
been displaced in the second quarter of 2020.  The health system in Yemen has 
collapsed totally, with an outbreak of cholera and a total lack of resources to 
address COVID-19.   

BRC are now developing two new programmes to address needs in Yemen.  
With the Danish Red Cross, we are planning a two-year health project, funding 
two Primary Health Centres and providing them with medicines, consumables, 
equipment, running costs and staff/volunteer incentives.  We are also preparing 
to launch a Cash Preparedness Programme which will enable the Yemen Red 
Crescent Society to deliver cash to assist the humanitarian response.   

Lucy Gray 
Senior Community Fundraiser (Yorkshire), British Red Cross 

 

CAIRDEAS: 

We and our partners have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic as 
everyone else has this year, but we have been able to adapt a little and utilise 
the wonders of the internet to continue to provide palliative care training and 
mentoring support.   

• We have completed a project to provide a permanent palliative care 
curriculum to the University of Rwanda medical course. 

• We are continuing to work with our partners in Uganda to develop and 
provide quality palliative care services to both local residents and refugees 
in two separate districts in Kampala and Northern Uganda. 

• Our main online success this year has been the development of online 
training in partnership with Pallium India.  See the article ‘Compassion and 
dignity’ on our website blog: https://cairdeas.org.uk/blog.   
 

Ian Robinson  
Operations Director (UK), Cairdeas International Palliative Care Trust 

www.cairdeas.org.uk 

https://cairdeas.org.uk/blog
https://www.cairdeas.org.uk/
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REACH Bwindi 

 

On behalf of REACH Bwindi, I would like to say a big thank you to St Mark’s for 
supporting the charity over the past few years.  During 2020, the money we 
transferred to the hospital was spent on the hospital’s Covid-19 response, 
paediatric staff salaries and expansion of the community health services.   

REACH Bwindi is a UK charity, set up in 2018 to support Bwindi Community 
Hospital.  BCH is a Church of Uganda hospital in South West Uganda, where I 
worked for two years from 2015-2017.  REACH stands for Resourcing Effective 
Accessible Community Healthcare.  We aim to support the hospital to reach 
their vision of ‘a healthy and productive community free from preventable 
disease and with excellent health services accessible to all’.   

The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on the hospital has been significant.  BCH 
relies heavily on donations to support its core services.  Without tourist income, 
the funding is reduced.  The nursing school has been shut so students have not 
been paying fees.  Meanwhile, the costs to the hospital are increasing.  The 
price of medication increased, and the cost of PPE increased by more than 
100%.  The numbers of confirmed cases in Uganda are still relatively low 

compared to the UK, but the impact of the pandemic is being felt throughout the 

Bwindi Community Hospital and the rough terrain which surrounds it 
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country.  Just as in the UK, lockdown measures and restrictions affect the most 
vulnerable the first and the most.  The price of staple goods in the markets has 
increased because of lack of transport.  There has been a sharp rise in food 
insecurity and food poverty in the area surrounding BCH.  It is very difficult for 
people to travel to and from the health facilities to seek care.   

In December, 2020, we took part in the Big Give Christmas Challenge, the UK’s 
biggest match funding campaign.  Our team decided to do a ‘Big Dip’ challenge 
to encourage people to support the appeal.  Some of our trustees and 
supporters swam or dipped outside every day during the first week in December.  
We were very impressed with the dedication and determination of our 
swimmers.  They swam in rivers, the sea, reservoirs, an outdoor pool, and a 
lake, in sunshine, rain, sleet and snow! I was still recovering from Covid but 
luckily Jen volunteered to do it instead of me and did amazingly well!  Thank 
you to everyone who sponsored her.   

The ‘Big Dip’ challenge 
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The money we raised will help BCH expand their community health services to 
include non-communicable diseases, such as hypertension and diabetes.  
Currently the village outreaches mainly focus on maternal and child health, 
mental health, family planning and nutrition.  This is being expanded to include 
non-communicable diseases, such as high blood pressure and diabetes.  The 
hospital has run a successful ‘chronic care clinic’ for several years, treating and 
educating patients with high blood pressure and diabetes.  This clinic has 
highlighted that there is still a large unmet need.  A community rather than 
hospital-based focus for the service will allow equal access to care for those 
who cannot afford to travel to the hospital.  It will increase the number of patients 
diagnosed with the conditions and should increase compliance with medication.   

During my time at BCH, I saw the amazing work that is done with fairly limited 
resources.  We often take primary care services for granted in the UK – the 
ability to have free access to GPs and nurses, quick and easy diagnosis of 
diabetes and hypertension, affordable medication with options to change to 
something else if we have side effects, regular check-ups, etc.  In Uganda I saw 
the devastating effects of hypertension and diabetes not being controlled, such 
as diabetic comas, strokes, kidney failure, and how this affected the families 
and communities people lived in.  This is why REACH Bwindi is passionate 
about supporting BCH in their work.   

Please visit our website www.reachbwindi.com to read more news from the 
hospital, to sign up to our mailing list or to give a regular donation to REACH 
Bwindi.  Thanks for your support.   

Ceri Gallivan 

The rough terrain means that motor bikes (‘boda bodas’) are often the best mode of 
transport. 

 

http://www.reachbwindi.com/
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THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY, COP 26 AND US 
 

The St Mark’s Environmental Group is really a very dull name for a group that 
is doing some rather interesting things.  We got a great boost when we were 
awarded the Eco-church Silver award last October.  This has been given a 
further boost because we have signed up to a scheme run jointly by the mission 
society we support, USPG, and Hope for the Future to help us prepare to play 
our part in the UN Climate Change Conference, COP 26 (Conference Of 
Parties) being held in Glasgow from 1 to 12 November this year.  It is hard to 
overestimate the importance of this for keeping the rise in temperature down to 
1.5C.  It is critical.  A heavy responsibility lies on the shoulders of the UK.  If you 
have any doubts about how important it is look at the last of David 
Attenborough’s programmes on The Perfect Planet on BBC iPlayer.   

We have committed to doing three things:  

1. Registering for the Eco-church Gold award 

The award covers five areas – Worship, Buildings, Land, Community & Global 
Engagement, and Lifestyle, so it is pretty comprehensive.  It is all about how far 
we have integrated our concern for the well-being of God’s world into all aspects 
of our church life and, of course, our own lives.   

We did well on ‘Worship’.  It seems to me that awareness of the needs of our 
planet is now something that is an integral part of our worship.  ‘Buildings’ is 
much more difficult.  How to insulate the main church is a nightmare but we are 
making progress.  The green electricity we use for heating the church is now 
controlled by a cunning electronic system which is linked to the parish diary 
which turns the heat on depending on the weather.  This saves about £1,500 a 
year.  The parish office is now fully fitted with secondary glazing; we are now 
using mostly LED lights; we use recycled paper, etc.  We are planning to install 
some secondary glazing in the main church, but there is a still lot to be done.   

Kathy Harbord and Hannah Jones, our Children’s Worker have exciting plans, 
under the ‘Land’ heading, for the Crescent garden (once their children return to 
school and they are not immersed in home schooling).  A wild-flower patch and 
an ecological survey including the children are on the cards.  We hope all ages 
will come together to work on the garden and maintain it.   

‘Community & Global Engagement’ includes asking how well we are informed 
about the impact of climate change and environmental degradation on Christian 
communities elsewhere in the world.   

There is a searching question under ‘Lifestyle’: ‘The members of our church 
receive encouragement to undertake a personal carbon footprint audit.’  Indeed 
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there are many searching questions and Eco-church will help us to face the 
climate challenge more realistically.   

2. Having a Climate Sunday 

This is fixed for 13 June.  We have only just started planning this.  We want to 
have stories of positive action that is really making a difference to encourage us 
to realize that we can rise to the challenge.  In particular we want to join the call 
for the world’s leaders to have the guts to stop playing around and act decisively.  
What message do we want to send to them?  

3.  Talk to our MP 

Members of the congregation live in several constituencies but we are going to 
see Paul Blomfield who is MP for Sheffield Central, which is the constituency 
for St Mark’s.  By the time you read this we should have had our meeting on 3 
March.  We will be focusing on the climate.  One of the questions we plan to ask 
him is what advice he has about how we can have an impact on the political 
process.  This is not that obvious when you live in a constituency not held by 
the party in government.  Maybe we will have something to tell you about this in 
a later edition.   

I will close with part of a letter from Christian Climate Action to local churches:  

‘In 2008 the Government’s Environment Agency asked leading secular 
environmental leaders what they thought were the top 50 things needed to “save 
the planet”.  Second on the list, behind only energy efficiency, was a plea for 
faiths to get involved.  Now the time is crucial for us to speak up.’   

The members of the Environmental Group are Emma Castle, Hannah Jones, 
Kathy Harbord, Lucy Gray, Margaret Ainger, Margot Fox, Michael Bayley, Sarah 
Rousseau and Simon Ennals.  Do contact any of us if you want to know more.   

Michael Bayley 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF TEACHING IN AN  

UNDERPRIVILEGED AREA 
 

When I first visited a school I was about to start teaching in, ten years after 
leaving college, I was conscious of the challenge that lay ahead of me, but a 
little wary of the area the school was situated in.  The area served by the school 
had one of the highest rates of unemployment in Greater Manchester, the 
incidence of young people suffering from depression was far higher than the 
national average and vandalism, not to mention incidents of crime, was 
extremely high.   

When the Headteacher showed me round the school most of the windows on 
one side of the school were boarded up following a spate of vandalism.  ‘That is 
one of the problems we get from time to time,’ he said with a smile. ‘It is not an 
easy job and you need a sense of humour.’  Surprisingly, the atmosphere in the 
school seemed quite pleasant and as I got to know the staff, who adopted a 
very positive towards the children, there was, however, criticism of the way in 
which some families looked after their offspring.   

The school had a flat roof which I discovered enabled local children to explore 
the school in a different way particularly in summer months, where the roof was 
obviously included in part of the design of an extensive assault course.  Later 
on it was sadly discovered that picnic tables we had purchased and placed near 
a stream were being used in the evenings by older children who took drugs of 
some kind.  One Monday morning I was greeted by the caretaker who said, 
‘Come and take a look at this!’  We went to my classroom where there were 
small stones all over the place.  ‘I have tidied it up,’ she said, looking up at a 
small open window.  Later on the headteacher arrived and on seeing the mess 
said, ‘Ah well, I suppose we are making progress, at least the stones don’t 
arrive through the glass these days!’   

The headteacher was a keen footballer, who was popular with most children 

and staff but not the most thorough professional I had worked with!  However it 
did not seem to affect academic standards too much.  He encouraged out of 
school visits at a time prior to the introduction of the National Curriculum.  I 
undertook work with the local library and we visited the church and a special 
school where the children integrated well.   

After a term on secondment to study provision for children identified as having 
Special Educational Needs I was given responsibility for the subject throughout 
the school.  On one occasion I made a strong case to support an application for 
a little girl in my class to receive extra support with basic skills.  The case I 
made supported by test results was granted, which naturally pleased me and 
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our Educational Psychologist.  However, her father, who was in prison in 
Liverpool would not sign the forms allegedly stating, ‘I’m not having any child of 
mine being singled out in class for support!’   

Children at the school had a lot to put up with and even the reaction of the Head 
when he responded to comments made to me by a little girl when in the yard 
was questionable.  ‘There’s Fred over there,’ she said, pointing to the road 
outside school.  ‘I’ve been in the bath with Fred.’  All he said was, ‘Well, she’s 
not very reliable!’  It therefore put me in an awkward position, did I accept his 
stance on the situation or report the matter elsewhere, such was the dilemma 
we sometimes faced.   

It was rumoured that her elder sister who attended the local secondary school 
was being abused by a man.  She and a friend were thought to have been 
stripping off in order to receive cigarettes from this local man whom they visited 
in his house.  Unfortunately there was no proof that this was happening so no 
case could be brought by the local police.  ‘We just can’t prove it,’ the 
headteacher of the school said in my presence one night.  The estate was not a 
nice place for children to grow up in and it still has a very bad reputation.   

Whilst at the school I managed to complete an Open University degree focusing 
on Curriculum Development and Special Needs.  It was ideal preparation for 
teaching at the last school I taught in prior to early retirement, for again I 
became responsible for children with Special Educational Needs in a slightly 
more privileged area.   

Rob Wilks 

 

Photo of Endcliffe Park in the Snow (Rob Wilks) 
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BOOK REVIEW: 

A Promised Land by Barack Obama 
 

I suspect most people would agree that Barrack Obama 
was one of the most gifted orators to have graced the 
office of President of the United States of America.  
Memories of some of the speeches he made in his race 
for the White House in 2007/8 seem as fresh today as 
when he delivered them, not least the one on the evening 
of 10 February, 2007, when he announced his candidacy 
for President of the United States in front of the Old State 
Capitol building in Springfield, Illinois.  The choice of the 
announcement site was deliberately symbolic, being 
where Abraham Lincoln (one of his political heroes) had 
delivered his historic ‘House Divided’ speech in 1858.  
Obama’s speech was similarly filled with vision, optimism 
and a unifying hope for a better future in the wake of a 

difficult patch in US history, and was delivered with similar gusto.  Yet I suspect far 
fewer people are aware that Obama is also one of the most gifted writers to have 
held that office.   

His autobiographical book of 1995, Dreams From My Father, in which he recounts 
memories of his upbringing, is so well written that it provoked disbelief among 
some of the more racist elements in American society that he — a black man — 
could have written it.  (Some erroneously attempted to ascribe its authorship to a 

talented literary acquaintance of his, professor Bill Ayers.)  Admittedly, his follow-
up book of 2006, The Audacity of Hope, is — at least stylistically — less 
impressive, being a work of politics rather than one of literary merit, though, on its 
release, it helped to bring his name to the attention of influential media pundits, 
and provided a useful crystallisation of much of his political platform for his first 
election campaign.  On picking up his new memoir, A Promised Land, which 

covers the period from the election race that put him into office to end of his first 
term in 2013, I was therefore keen to discover what style he would be writing in — 
literary or political; it turned out to be a bit of both. 

As an account of his first election campaign, I did not find it as thoughtful or 
engaging as I had expected (a more impressive book by David Plouffe — his 

former campaign manager — published in 2009, and aptly called The Audacity to 
Win, set a standard of recollection and presentation of those events that is superior 
to the one on offer here).  It is, however, more impressive as an account of most 
of the major political events of his first term, though at times overlong in its handling 
of them. (Historians will love it, fireside readers may be put-off, and editors, on 
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occasion, may wince at the overindulgences with detail.)  This is often the case, 
alas, when the writer is drawing on personal diaries as an aide-mémoire.    

There are solid accounts of his dealings with Putin over the Syrian Civil War; the 

events that led up to the killing of Osama Bin Laden; the Libya intervention and its 
unfortunate aftermath, and so on.  It is also good on his descriptions of some of 
the internal politics within his administration, and the personalities that he had to 
deal with.  Yet it is in his recollections of more personal experiences where the 
book excels: his accounts of his relationship his wife, Michelle (unsurprisingly a 

trusted opinion on more than the domestic running of the White House); his 
observations on his children Sasha and Malia growing up in such an odd setting; 
and his take on basketball as a means of relaxation and socialisation.  Surprisingly, 
I found these passages more fascinating than the big political theatre stuff on which 
I usually thrive.   

Obama has a pretty decent grasp of history, being well read in that field.  There 
are several interesting passages that draw on this resource, not least those that 
reveal his admiration for FDR and his ‘New Deal’ — something that, as we know, 
he was to draw on heavily in his argumentation for a fiscal stimulus package for 
rejuvenating the American economy after the financial crash of 2008.  Yet, when 
compared to the ramifications stemming from the Covid-19 pandemic, its trillion 
dollar size now seems modest in comparison to that which the new Biden 
administration has just secured.  For those such as Von Hayek who had thought 
that Keynesian economics had had its day, let this be a lesson to them!   

Overall I would describe this book as a curate’s egg; good in parts, certainly; but, 

at times, difficult to digest for being too dense in its texture.   

Joe Forde 
 

HAVE YOU GOT A COMBI BOILER? 
 

If so, have you noticed how much water can be wasted when you are running the 
hot water tap, if a tap you are using is a long way from the boiler?   

We installed a combi boiler last year expecting to find it a far better system than 
the previous system.  This was not the case, as it takes a very long time for the hot 
water to reach the hot water tap in our kitchen.  In order to save water we now 
have a small bucket available in the kitchen to catch any potentially waste water.  
I estimate we save approximately four gallons of water a day which amounts to a 
saving of 1,400 gallons of water a year, which is quite a lot of water!  It may also 
save you quite a bit of money if you are on a water meter!   

Rob Wilks 
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LOCKDOWN READING: 

THE SHADOW OF THE GALILEAN: 

The quest of the historical Jesus in narrative form, by Gerd Theissen 

 

This book offers a perspective on the significance of Jesus and his 
followers in the context of other religious movements of the time whilst 
acknowledging the difficulties of separating the religious beliefs of 
such movements from their political ambitions.  It does this through 
fiction: the story of a young, wealthy merchant caught up against his 
will in the middle of the various struggles for power and authority in 
Palestine.  Theissen helpfully draws attention to the socio-economic, 
political and religious context in which these struggles took place; an 

occupied country peopled in the main by peasants subject to the pressures of 
subsistence farming overlaid by the requirement to pay rent to land owners as well 
as taxes to the temple and to the occupying power.  Inevitably, many felt drawn to 
opposition movements of various kinds.   

Jesus himself does not make an appearance in the book, only being glimpsed at 
his crucifixion.  The book’s principal focus is an ongoing dialogue between the young 
merchant, a Jew, and a Roman official.  Such dialogue helps explain the historical 
bases of their respective faiths and beliefs as well as the ways in which these are 
affected by the views of the various opposition movements in the country.  In 
particular, the dialogue reveals the ways in which their faiths are influenced by the 
stories told about Jesus’ activities and about the content of his teachings.  The 
young merchant is forced to confront the challenges to his orthodox Jewish beliefs 
arising from such teachings, not least the inclusivity at the core of Jesus message 
and the ways in which he separated belief from a strict interpretation and adherence 
to the law.  Very valuably, the development of this dialogue makes clear that, 
amongst a variety of religious movements, there seemed nothing inevitable about 
the subsequent significance of what became known as Christianity.   

Thiessen also draws attention to the struggles for power within the ruling political 
and religious elites which inevitably directly coloured the decisions they made.  The 
book highlights the dilemmas facing a well-intentioned official exercising a 
responsibility for maintaining peace in a hostile environment (and aware of the 
power struggles engaged in by his superiors) as well as the challenges posed to 
those forced by circumstances to reach a working accommodation with the Roman 
rulers whilst also being unwilling to accept their authority.  Such dilemmas and 
challenges are timeless and also inescapable.  In this regard, an encounter between 
the young merchant and Barabbas offers a fascinating and equally timeless 
dialogue about how political change should best be achieved.   
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The final dialogue between the merchant and the official about the real nature of the 
challenge posed by Jesus provides the crux to their various discussions.  For the 
merchant this challenge is eventually overwhelming and leads to his own post-
crucifixion encounter with the risen Christ.  One can only assume that Theissen 
intended this encounter, reached after the long period of doubt and struggle 
described in the book, to suggest something more than a theologically sound 
conclusion for the character he had created.   

Fiction is not, of course, an unusual means of conveying historical perspectives.  As 
might be anticipated from a Professor of New Testament Theology, Theissen is 
concerned to ensure that the fictional element of the book is only used to serve its 
primary purpose of being a very readable work of history conveying both perspective 
and nuance.  Helpfully, the book is appropriately referenced to both biblical and 
other sources.  Others may have already read the book; it was published in 1986.  
If you have not, I would commend it.  It is available in St Mark’s Library.   

Mike Hunt 
 

THINGS TO LOOK FOR WHEN BUYING AN ELECTRICITY / GAS TARIFF 

Is the company building new sources of green energy?  

Best Buys: 

These are from green tariff companies that are also building renewable energy 

capacity.   

• Our best buys are: Good Energy, Green Energy, Octopus Energy, Ecotricity and Co-

op Energy which are all helping to build new sources of renewable energy.   

• Ripple is also a truly innovative Best Buy, by allowing consumers to ‘part own a new 

wind farm to power your home with cheap, truly green electricity.’   

What not to buy: 

What to avoid when buying an electricity or gas tariff:  

• Is the company involved in destructive projects?  Some of the renewable energy 

providers in the guide below* are involved in mega-projects around the world that are 

destroying the environment and violating indigenous rights.   

• Is it using fossil-fuel powered energy?  Many tariffs still rely on fossil-fuel powered 

electricity – undermining the UK’s need to transition to renewables.   

• Are they making meaningless environmental claims?  Many ‘renewable’ tariffs are 

based on meaningless environmental claims.  Choose a company instead that is 

actually building new sources of green energy.   

• Shell Energy claims to have a 100% renewable tariff, but continues to pump 90% of 

its capital into fossil fuels.   

• EDF, Npower, PFP, Utilita and Utility Warehouse all also have a fuel mix with less 

than the UK average from renewables.   

*See: https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/energy/shopping-guide/energy-suppliers  

Michael Bayley 

https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/energy/shopping-guide/energy-suppliers


23 

ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND AND THE ISLAMIC WORLD 
 
Today some 3 million Muslims live in the UK and 
relations with the Islamic world are among the most 
fraught international issues.  In Elizabethan England, 
there were very few Muslims, yet the Elizabethans 
reached out to the Islamic world.  This surprising story 
is told in This Orient Isle by Jerry Brotton.   

England’s overtures to the Islamic world reflected its 
isolation from Catholic Europe following Elizabeth’s 
excommunication by the Pope in 1570 and the long 
war with Spain from 1585 to 1604.  England’s leaders 
looked for a counterpoise to the formidable strength of 
Spain.  They targeted the Ottoman Empire.  
Traditionally Christians had regarded the Ottomans as 
a huge threat to Christendom.  But Christian Europe 

was now split and England was so isolated that it made sense to seek an 
alliance with the Ottomans.   

There was also Morocco, which was fiercely anti-Spanish following the Spanish 
conquest of Andalusia and expulsion of Muslims.  Trade developed with 
Morocco, including the secretive export of armaments.  An English ambassador 
went to Morocco and in 1600 an exotic Moroccan ambassador called al-Annuri 
arrived in London to promote an alliance.   

English merchant adventurers went on amazing journeys.  In 1553 Anthony 
Jenkinson, a Leicester born merchant, travelled to Aleppo in Syria where he met 
the Ottoman Sultan, then leading 88,000 troops to invade Persia, and 
persuaded him to give trading privileges.  In 1557, Jenkinson sailed to 
Archangel, met Tsar Ivan the Terrible in Moscow and travelled on to Bukhara in 
Uzbekistan.  Then in 1562, he travelled to Qazvin and met the Shah of Persia.  
These exploits are extraordinary, as England was such an obscure island to 
these Muslim potentates.  Later on, similar journeys were undertaken by the 
outlandish Sherley brothers.   

When James I made peace with Spain in 1604, England’s courting of Islamic 
powers largely ceased, though trade links persisted.  But the Elizabethan 
interest in Muslims had had an important influence on English culture, 
particularly in the theatre.  Many Elizabethan plays had themes related to Islam 
or Muslim villains or heroes, such as Marlowe’s Tamburlaine and Jew of Malta 
and Shakespeare’s Othello.          David Price 
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BOOK REVIEWS – AMERICAN POLITICS 

THE POWER WORSHIPPERS: Inside the Dangerous Rise of Religious 
Nationalism, by Katherine Stewart, (Bloomsbury, 2019) 

TAKING AMERICA BACK FOR GOD: Christian Nationalism in the United 
States, by Andrew L. Whitehead and Samuel L. Perry, (Oxford, 2020) 

 
The New York Times commentator David Brooks admired for his humane Jewish-
Episcopalian sensibilities, recently wrote about the distressing experience of a 
conservative evangelical preacher, Jeremiah Johnson.  The day after the storming of 
the US Capitol on 6 January, Johnson issued a public apology.  He had been a 
fervent supporter of the president but now he asserted that God had removed Donald 
Trump from office to punish his arrogance and to humble those, Johnson included, 
who had worshipped at Trump’s altar.  Johnson’s apology triggered a torrent of hate 
mail and death threats from many within the prophetic-charismatic movement, 
convinced that Biden’s ‘stolen election’ was a victory for ‘lies, communism, and 
socialism’.  It was a reminder that violent and conspiracy-rife ‘know-nothingism’ has 
pulsed through American history and continues to disfigure elements of its Christian 
life.   

Two recent studies of American religious nationalism provide 
a means of answering the question prompted by this 
troubling episode: ‘How can self-described Christians lend 
such uncritical support to Trump and Trumpism?’  In The 
Power Worshippers, Katherine Stewart investigates the 
activists of the religious right.  As a trusted but keen observer 

she has attended many of their conferences and strategy 
meetings.  She graphically describes how these meetings 
blend religion and politics without falling foul of legislation that 
prevents churches, as charities, from directly endorsing 
political candidates.  At a ‘Pastor’s Briefing’ in North Carolina, 
one of dozens organised to advance the work of the national 
Family Research Council, she sees how ministers create 

‘Cultural Impact Teams’ within their congregations, their mission being to turn out the 
vote for Republican and ultra-conservative candidates.  Their manuals specify the 
right answers to political issues.  The Bible, they say, opposes public assistance to 
the poor as a matter of principle, unless the money passes through Church hands, 
since governments have no role in God’s plan.  Scripture is opposed to 
environmentalism (what they call a ‘litany of the Green Dragon’ [Rev.12]): ‘there is no 
convincing scientific evidence that human contribution to greenhouse gases is 
causing dangerous global warming.’  Gun regulation, same-sex relationships, and 
reproductive medical care are deemed abominations before God.   
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This conflation of Republican party voting and contorted conservative theology was 
no accident, Stewart maintains.  The Power Worshippers explores the network of 
think tanks, pastoral organisations, and advocacy groups that since the late 1970s 
have been funded by wealthy ultra-conservative and anti-democratic individual 
donors and foundations.  Their manipulative purpose has been to create the 
phenomenon of ‘Christian nationalism’, revealed in all its disfigured glory in 
Trumpism.  It is a political ideology that plays on the fear that the United States, held 
to be a Christian nation at its founding, has wandered from its righteous purposes.  
By this reading, Stewart shows that the real agents in the movement are Republican 
political actors, exploiting cultural conflict by playing on the sense of persecution 
amongst conservative religious audiences.  Follow the money. Since churches, as 
charities, are subsidized with public money – as in the UK – ‘the United States now 
has a publicly subsidized [Republican] party that promotes an agenda of religious 
nationalism.’    

Taking America back for God adopts a different methodology 
to reach a similar conclusion.  The work of two sociologists, it 
is a study rich in national survey data, crunched by regression 
analyses and supplemented by in-depth, confidential 
interviews.  Like Stewart, they conclude that ‘Christian 
nationalism’ must be treated as a political, not religious, 
phenomenon.  Like Stewart, they see some overlap between 
Christian nationalism and white evangelicalism, but neither 
book is about that particular and more complex face of 
Protestantism.  Rather, Taking America Back for God is less 
about God than America; more about ‘proper’ social ordering 
than doctrinal orthodoxy or personal piety.  They examine 

every issue that divides the US – immigration, mass shootings, climate change, 
terrorism, military spending, political correctness, taxes, racial injustice, voter 
suppression, and transgender rights – to see what is common to them all.  That 
element is a longing to fuse American civic life with a particular type of identity: 
Christian nationalism.  This is why one staunch Christian nationalist felt able to justify 
why so many church-goers voted for a notoriously impious and boastfully libidinous 
bearer of false witness, Donald J. Trump.  ‘We’re electing a president, a commander-
in-chief, not a pastor-in-chief.’ 

Both books acknowledge that Christian nationalism is but one of the many 
expressions of American Christianity that have characterized the country’s religious 
life over its history and which have included some of the most progressive and radical 
forces for change.  But, for the present at least, it is the ultra-conservative Christian 
nationalists who dominate the public domain.  They will play a continuing role in the 
future direction of the Republican party: it is unlikely they will help it recover its soul.   

Richard Carwardine 

 



 
 

REGULAR WORSHIP 
 

Please check our website for information regarding services in the building. 
 
 

Please contact the church office for Zoom codes and further information about services to be 
held in the building – we look forward to being able to welcome you back to the building in 2021. 
  
Monday - 
Friday 

9.00 am Morning Prayer 
5.00 pm Evening Prayer 
 

  
Thursday 12 noon Communion 

  
Sunday 8.00 am BCP Service of Holy Communion (see Friday email for dates) 

10.00 am Parish Eucharist 
7.00 pm Night Service 
 

  
 

 
Keep checking the St Mark’s website for further information, notices and events 

www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/ 

 
 
 

The church is available for pre-booked reflective visits or private prayer  
– please contact the office to book. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
EDITORIAL TEAM 

 

Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, David Price & Rob Wilks.   
This month’s edition was edited by Rob Wilks. 

 
 

The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions for future editions.   
The next edition will be edited by Frances Gray – f.b.gray@sheffield.ac.uk 

 

If you propose to submit an article for the next edition, please inform Joe as soon as possible.   
 

When sending photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.  
The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations and to trace 

copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright. 
 

 



WHO’S WHO 

Vicar     Revd Sue Hammersley   266 0260/ 07904 284 853 
    sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Assistant Priest 
Revd Shan Rush 
 

07598 156817 
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

Pastoral Care 
Coordinator 
Vacant 

 

Curate 
Revd Caitlin Thomson 

 
caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk 

CTBB Worker with 
Older People  
Claire Brooks 

 
ctbb546 
@ 
gmail.com 
 

Reader 
Anne Padget 
Jonathan Williamson 
 

 
07736 527777 
Contact the church office 

Transport 
Coordinator 
Doreen Godden 
 

Contact 
Church office 
266 3613 

Honorary Staff 
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley 
Revd Peter Fisher 
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt 
 

 
258 5248 
327 4718 
230 4586 
 

 
Lunch Club 
Rosalind Rogerson 
 

 
 
268 1426 

 
Director of Music 
David Willington 
 

 
music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

 
Office Manager 
Sarah Rousseau 

 
office 
@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
0114 266 3613 
 

Caretaker 
Tim Moore 
 

 
caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

PCC Secretary 
tbc – contact church 
office 

 
266 3613 

Churchwardens 
Pat Hunt 
James Oliver 

 
07513 190739 
jamesoliver123@gmail.com 
 

Library Team 
Maureen Bownas 
Pauline Miller 
 

 
230 2757 
258 3678    

Childrens & Families Worker 
Hannah Jones 

07403 841243 
childrensworker 
@stmarksheffield.co.uk 
 

Treasurer 
David Armstrong 
 

 
david.treasurer3 
@gmail.com 
 

Flowers 
Mary-Jane Ryder 

 
230 3242 
 

Gift Aid Secretary 
Tom Cotterell 
 

 
Tbc. 

Safeguarding Team: 
 
Parish Safeguarding Officer 
Duncan Lennox                            266 9365 
Safeguarding Administrator 
Sarah Jenkins                     s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com 
Domestic Abuse Officer 
Jane Padget                                07921 863281 
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer 
Linda Langthorne                             07871 796682 

 

PCC groups: 
 
Faith & Justice 
Fabric & Finance 
Communications 
Hospitality & 
Pastoral Care 
Study & Learning 
Worship & Liturgy 

 

 
 
 
For details 
see website or contact 
Church Office: 
266 3613 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vicar normally has Tuesday off parish duties. 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS WORKING FROM HOME!  
Please contact the office to book for private prayer 

office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk  0114 266 3613 
 

Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk 


