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A Service of Welcome 
This Service of Welcome marks the beginning of the public ministry of Sue as Priest 
in Charge and Matthew as Associate Priest of St Mary’s Walkley and Oversight 
Ministers in the South Hallam Mission Area. It marks a new chapter in the worship 
and life of the whole community. As the mission and ministry of the church is the 
responsibility of all baptised people of God, it is fitting that both priest and people 
come together with the Bishop to offer themselves afresh to God in the service of 
God’s mission in the world.  
 
During the service, the Bishop will refer to ‘the cure of souls, which is both yours and 
mine’. The Bishop and new minister share the spiritual care of the people. They will 
also give attention to local concerns and take responsibility for the general wellbeing 
and healing of the people. 
 
This service is both an act of worship and a legal ceremony with a number of distinct 
elements: 
 

• the Gathering of the people 

• the Presentation of the new ministers 

• the Ministry of the Word 

• the Declaration of Oaths of Allegiance and Canonical Obedience 

• the Prayers 

• the Welcome 

• the Dedication to Shared Ministry 

• the renewal of baptismal promises  

• the Conclusion 
 

Before the service, you may want to spend a few moments in prayer: 
 

• remember with thanksgiving all who have worshipped and ministered in this 
parish in the past 

• pray for the present congregation 

• pray for the new Ministers and their families 

• pray for the local communities served by St Mary’s Church 

• pray for your own involvement in the life and witness of the church 
 
Almighty God,       
who sent your Holy Spirit  
to be the light and life of your Church, 
open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit  
in love and joy and peace, 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 
 
Acknowledgements 
Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, New Patterns for 
Worship and Common Worship: Ordination Services, material from which is included in this 
service, are copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000, 2002 & 2007 respectively. Texts 
specific to Sheffield Diocese have been prepared by the Sheffield Diocesan Worship and 
Liturgy Committee. 
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The Revd Sue Hammersley 
 
The Revd Sue Hammersley joined St Mark’s in 2010, as the Associate Vicar and in 2015 
became the Incumbent.  She has two grown up children, Ruth is a teacher and Miriam is 
finishing a Masters in Law.  Sue’s Civil Partner is Sibylle who is serving her curacy with The 
Manor Parish.  Sue has been working alongside members of the congregation at St Mary’s 
for several years, looking at ways of encouraging greater partnership between the churches 
in this part of Hallam Deanery.  Sue is delighted to be working with Matthew to explore new 
ways of being the church, serving our communities through word, sacrament and 
engagement in daily life.  One of the things she is most excited by is the way that St Mary’s 
works closely with the people of Walkley, through the activities in the community hall and in 
partnership with local groups. 
 

 
 
 
 
The Revd Canon Dr. Matthew Rhodes  
 
Matthew grew up in a vicarage and has moved around a lot. He is married to Cathy, a 
retired obstetrician and now the Diocesan Environment Officer, and they have two children, 
Sam, a social worker, and Ellen, who will soon be a doctor. Matthew studied theology at the 
Queen’s Foundation in Birmingham before a curacy in the Black Country. He was a 
chaplain in Cairo for three years before returning to parish ministry in Birmingham. Matthew 
has been Vicar of Ranmoor and Area Dean of Hallam since 2018. 
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St Mary’s Church Walkley 
 
The Church on the Road: inclusive, eucharistic, a safe place to be with God.  
“St Mary’s is very obviously a church on the road—so close to the road that people do not 
notice that we are there. Many people walk, ride and drive past. We stand here for them all: 
people of faith, people on the edge of faith, and people of no faith. 
 
“Some will stop here for a moment—visiting the church or the hall. They come in to rest for 
a while on their journey of life. Everything that happens here (hall and church) is 
rejuvenating - coffee, art, dance and of course spiritual refreshment in the church which is a 
place of memories and silent prayer. They may join us for worship in Holy Communion, 
praise and thanksgiving. This is refreshment for the spiritual life with prayers of thanks for 
the help that we have received and prayers for help as we leave, with prayers for others 
who journey too. 
 
“We are an inclusive place of hospitality for weary travellers on the journey of life. 
“Some will stumble into this place lost or in need of healing, battered and wounded. They 
will usually stay much longer for the safety and healing that the church on the road can 
offer. Here, like the monasteries of old, inner wounds can be tended, as the battered one 
turns to God for help and finds, or re-finds their faith, and starts to see that Jesus travels 
with them on their journey. Here, they will receive the “map” of faith and learn how to read it; 
here, they will regain inner strength and become part of the community of the faithful for a 
while. Here, they will find healing and grow in strength and when the time comes for them to 
leave we will wave them off with our blessings and prayers as they travel on, now lit up with 
the light of Christ within them. 
 
“We are a place of healing and teaching the faith to help those who journey find their way. 
“There are those who have always been here, part of the community, and those who are 
called to join us and work with us to keep the church on the road as a place for others to 
come: the cleaners, coffee makers, welcomers, book-keepers, those who sit and wait with 
the doors open, those who pray, teach and preach, those who are stewards of the Baptism 
and Eucharist. All of us who try to be gracious and generous to everyone who comes to 
this place of hospitality to keep it as a safe place to be with God. 
 
“It can be hard at times—being there for others, but for those who are called this church on 
the road is our journey, living as a holy community, worshipping God and engaging in the 
mission of God in this place—open to all who come—like the monasteries of old but living 
and working in the world as well. 
 
“We (the people) keep this safe place (the building) to be with God so that anybody may 
come, some to visit, some to stay and get help, some who are called to stay in the service 
of this: the church on the road.” 
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The Greeting 
 
  Bishop Sophie addresses the people. 
 
Bishop  Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   
All Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Bishop   There is one body and one spirit. 
All  There is one hope to which we were called; 
 
Bishop   one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
All  one God and Father of all. 
 
Bishop   Peace be with you 
All  and also with you. 

 
Bishop Sophie introduces the service. 

 
Bishop  Welcome in the name of the risen Christ to this service at which the 

Reverend Sue Hammersley is to be welcomed and licensed as Priest 
in Charge and the Reverend Canon Dr Matthew Rhodes is to be 
welcomed and licensed as Associate Priest, of St Mary’s Church 
Walkley and Oversight Ministers in the South Hallam Mission Area. 
 
God calls his people to follow Christ, and forms us into a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, to declare the wonderful deeds of him who 
has called us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
 
The Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and the dwelling-
place of the Holy Spirit. In baptism the whole Church is summoned to 
witness to God’s love and to work for the coming of his kingdom. 
  
To serve this royal priesthood, God has given particular ministries. 
Sue and Matthew have been called here as a priests to lead God’s 
people in this place in the offering of praise and the proclamation of 
the gospel. They are called to share with the Bishop in the oversight 
of the Church, delighting in its beauty and rejoicing in its well being. 
They share with the Bishop in the cure of souls, called as servants 
and shepherds to tell the story of God’s love, that the whole Church 
may be built up in unity and faith.  
 
Priests are to set the example of the Good Shepherd always before 
them as the pattern of their calling. With the Bishop and their fellow 
presbyters they are to sustain the community of the faithful by the 
ministry of word and sacrament that we all may grow into the fullness 
of Christ and be a living sacrifice acceptable to God. 
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In all this Sue and Matthew will work with their fellow ministers and 
the whole people of God, responding to the calling of the diocese to 
grow a sustainable network of Christ-like, lively and diverse Christian 
communities in every place, which are effective in making disciples 
and in transforming our society and God’s world. 
 

The Presentation 
 
The Churchwardens stand before the Bishop. 

 
Wardens Bishop Sophie, on behalf of the parish of St Mary’s Walkley we 

rejoice at this opportunity to welcome Sue and Matthew as our new 
ministers and thank you for your support during the vacancy. 
This service marks a new beginning in the mission and ministry of 
God’s people in this place. 

 
Bishop I thank you and all those, who have exercised stewardship and 

ministry in this church and community during the vacancy. 
 
The new Ministers are presented to the Bishop by the Archdeacon.  
 

Archdeacon Bishop Sophie, I present to you Reverend Sue Hammersley to be 
licensed as Priest in Charge and the Reverend Canon Dr Matthew 
Rhodes to serve as Associate Priest of Mary’s Walkley and Oversight 
Ministers in the South Hallam Mission Area. We believe that Sue and 
Matthew have been prayerfully and lawfully selected. 

 
Bishop  I thank you and all those who with prayer have been involved in the 

calling of Sue and Matthew to minister in this place. 
 

When the new Ministers have been presented, the Archdeacon asks 
these questions: 

 
Archdeacon Sue and Matthew, are you willing, in the presence of this 

congregation, to commit yourself to these new responsibilities? 
 
Sue & Matthew I am. 
 
Archdeacon  People of God, Sue and Matthew come to take their places among 

you. We believe that they are fit to serve God and the Church in this 
ministry. Is it then your will that they should be admitted to their 
offices? 

All     It is! 
 
Archdeacon Will you support and uphold Sue and Matthew in this ministry? 
All We will! 
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Bishop   Please pray for Sue and Matthew and their families, for the people of 
St Mary’s Walkley, the Deanery of Hallam, and for the Diocese of 
Sheffield; as we rejoice in the presence of our risen Lord among us, 
pray too that we may be bold in our witness to Christ’s saving death 
and glorious resurrection 

 
    Silence is kept. 
 
 

    The Collect   
 

Bishop  God our Father, Lord of all the world, 
through your Son you have called us into the fellowship 
 of your universal Church: 
hear our prayer for your faithful people 
that in their vocation and ministry 
each may be an instrument of your love, 
and give to your servants Sue and Matthew the needful gifts of grace; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All     Amen. 
 

The Collect for Lent 
 
       Almighty and everlasting God, 

you hate nothing that you have made 
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: 
create and make in us new and contrite hearts 
that we, worthily lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness, 
may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

All      Amen. 

 
 

The Liturgy of the Word 
  
The First Reading: 1 Corinthians 12. 12 - end 

Read by Joe 

 
A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 
For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
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Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the 
foot were to say, ‘Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 
body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the 
ear were to say, ‘Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the 
body’, that would not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole 
body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body 
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But as it is, God 
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. If 
all were a single member, where would the body be? As it is, there 
are many members, yet one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I 
have no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need 
of you.’ On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be 
weaker are indispensable, and those members of the body that we 
think less honourable we clothe with greater honour, and our less 
respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our 
more respectable members do not need this. But God has so 
arranged the body, giving the greater honour to the inferior member, 
that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members 
may have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together 
with it. 
 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And 
God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third 
teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of 
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 
Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all 
interpret? But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still 
more excellent way. 
 

Reader    Let us wait upon the Lord; 
All  in whose word is our hope. 
 
 

The Second Reading: Luke 1. 46 - 56 
Read by Alexandra 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.  
 
And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
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   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
 

Reader    Let us wait upon the Lord; 
All  in whose word is our hope. 
 
 
      We keep silence together. 
 
       

The Homily  
The Bishop of Doncaster 
 
 
 

The Licensing of the Reverend Susan Hammersley 
 

      Bishop Sophie reads the Preface to the Assent. 
 
The Declaration of Assent 
 

Bishop  The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures 
and set forth in the Catholic Creeds, which faith the Church is called 
to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led by the Holy Spirit it has 
borne witness to Christian truth in its historic formularies, the Thirty-
nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer and the 
ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons. Susan, in the declaration 
you are about to make, will you affirm your loyalty to this inheritance 
of faith as your inspiration and guidance under God in bringing the 
grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making him known to 
those in your care? 

 
Sue I, Susan Hammersley Bachelor of Arts, Clerk in Holy Orders, do so 

affirm, and accordingly declare my belief in the faith which is revealed 
in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the Catholic creeds and to 
which the historic formularies of the Church of England  bear 
witness; and in public prayer and administration of the sacraments, I 
will use only the forms of service which are authorised or allowed by 
Canon. 
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The Oath of Allegiance 
 
 Sue holds the New Testament in her right hand and says: 
 
I, Susan Hammersley, Clerk, swear by Almighty God, that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the 
Second, her heirs and successors according to law, so help me God.  
 

 

The Oath of Canonical Obedience 
 
Sue says: 
 
I, Susan Hammersley, Clerk do swear by Almighty God that I will pay 
true and canonical obedience to the Lord Bishop of Sheffield and his 
successors, in all things lawful and honest, so help me God.  

 

The legal documents are signed. 
Bishop Sophie reads the legal instrument and delivers it to the priest  

 

Bishop   Sue receive this ministry, which is both yours and mine;  
 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 

 

Bishop Sophie blesses Sue. 
 

Bishop    God of mercy, by whose grace alone we are accepted 
      and equipped for his service, 
      stir up in you the gifts of his Holy Spirit 
      and make you worthy of your calling; 
      and may you always bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
      in love and joy and peace; 
      through Jesus Christ our Saviour.   Amen.   
 
 

The Licensing of the Reverend Canon Dr. Matthew Rhodes 
 

      Bishop Sophie reads the Preface to the Assent. 
 

The Declaration of Assent 
Bishop  The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and 

Apostolic Church worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures 
and set forth in the Catholic Creeds, which faith the Church is called 
to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led by the Holy Spirit it has 
borne witness to Christian truth in its historic formularies, the Thirty-
nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer and the 
ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons. Matthew, in the declaration 
you are about to make, will you affirm your loyalty to this inheritance 
of faith as your inspiration and guidance under God in bringing the 
grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making him known to 
those in your care? 
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Matthew  I, Matthew Ivan Rhodes, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Divinity, Doctor 
of Philosophy, Clerk in Holy Orders, do so affirm, and accordingly 
declare my belief in the faith which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures 
and set forth in the Catholic creeds and to which the historic 
formularies of the Church of England bear witness; and in public 
prayer and administration of the sacraments, I will use only the forms 
of service which are authorised or allowed by Canon. 

 
The Oath of Allegiance 
 

  Matthew holds the New Testament in his right hand and says: 
 

I, Matthew Ivan Rhodes, Clerk, do swear by Almighty God, that I will 
be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
the Second, her heirs and successors according to law, so help me 
God.  
 
The Oath of Canonical Obedience 
 

  Mathew says: 
 

I, Matthew Ivan Rhodes, Clerk, do swear by Almighty God that I will 
pay true and canonical obedience to the Lord Bishop of Sheffield and 
his successors, in all things lawful and honest, so help me God.  

 

The legal documents are signed. 
Bishop Sophie reads the legal instrument, delivers it to the priest: 

 

Bishop    Matthew receive this ministry, which is both yours and mine;  
      in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
      Amen. 

 

Bishop Sophie blesses Matthew 
Bishop    God of mercy, by whose grace alone we are accepted 
      and equipped for his service, 
      stir up in you the gifts of his Holy Spirit 
      and make you worthy of your calling; 
      and may you always bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
      in love and joy and peace; 
      through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.   
 
 

The Prayers  
 

Led by Sue and Matthew 
 

Lord, you do great things for us: 
holy is your name. 
 

Ending with  
 

 



 12 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

  Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom 
  in the words our Saviour taught us:   
 
All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 

The Welcome by the Community 

 

Bishop  I present to you Sue, your new Priest in Charge and Mathew your 
new Associate Priest  
 
The congregation greets their new ministers with applause. 
 
The Archdeacon invites representatives of the Church and community 
to offer their welcome. 
 
When all have spoken, the entire congregation, led by the 
Archdeacon, says 
 
Sue and Matthew, in the fellowship of Christ, 
we welcome each of you 
as a servant, fellow-worker and leader 
of the people of God. 
May the Lord richly bless you 
and make you a blessing among us. 
 

The Dedication to Shared Ministry 
 
Bishop Sophie addresses the whole congregation. 
 

Bishop  My brothers and sisters, the ministry of God’s people is a shared 
ministry. It is a ministry shared by the Father with Jesus Christ and 
shared by Jesus Christ with his Church, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit. I invite you now to dedicate yourselves in partnership with Sue 
and Matthew to the care and service of the people in this parish and 
deanery. Together we will proclaim the gospel of Christ in word and 
sacrament. 
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Sue & Matthew We give thanks to God for his faithfulness; 
  for all the blessings we will receive as his ministers, 

for the joy of serving his people in this place, 
for the lessons we will learn, for hopes to be fulfilled, 
and for all that will be accomplished through his grace. 

 

All     We give thanks to God for his faithfulness; 
for all the blessings we will receive 
through your ministry, 
for the joy of serving with you in the ministry we share, 
for lessons we will learn, for hopes to be fulfilled, 
and for all that will be accomplished through his grace. 
Amen. 

 
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Calling 

 

Sue In baptism Jesus calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light so 
that we may shine as lights for Christ in the world today.  
Brothers and sisters,  

 

Matthew Will you continue to receive the light of Christ and grow into friendship 
with him as he comes to you in the Scriptures, in the Sacraments, in 
prayer, and in the fellowship of his Church?  

All With the help of God, we will.  
 

Sue Will you continue to walk in the light of Christ, seeking to follow him at 
home and at work, in rest and in activity?  

All With the help of God, we will.  
 

Matthew Will you continue to reflect the light of Christ to those around you by 
serving those in need, making him known in your communities, and 
working for justice, peace and the good of all creation?  

All With the help of God, we will.  
 

Sue You have received the light of Christ;  
walk in this light all the days of your life.  

All We will shine as lights for Christ in the world  
to the glory of God the Father.  

 

Matthew May God, who in baptism has enlightened you with his grace, 
continually stir up his gifts within you. 

 
 

The Blessing 
 

Bishop    God who has called you is faithful. 
 

Bishop    May the Father, whose glory fills the heavens, 
      cleanse you by his holiness 
      and send you to proclaim his word. 
All      Amen.     
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Bishop  May Christ, who has ascended to the heights, 
      pour upon you the riches of his grace. 
All     Amen. 
 

Bishop  May the Holy Spirit, the comforter,  
      equip you and strengthen you in your ministry. 
All      Amen. 
 

Bishop      And the blessing of God almighty, 
      the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
      be upon you and remain with you always. 
All       Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
    

Bishop     Strengthened for the journey, 
      go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All     In the name of Christ. Amen. 


