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See inside for more photos of Spring at St Mark’s.

REFLECTION: ON BEING A CHURCHWARDEN…
During October 2020, as I started as Churchwarden at St Mark’s Church I briefly
read two books that started to explain the role. One of the books, being more
technical in style, lists ‘Powers and Duties’ under several sub-headings:
• Possession of the church, churchyard and contents is vested in the
incumbent and churchwardens jointly. It is safe to say that the
churchwardens must not remove furnishings or ornaments without a
faculty.
• It is the duty of the churchwardens to maintain order in the church and
churchyard, especially during divine service.
• Churchwardens are entrusted with the duty of providing seats for the
parishioners acting as officers of the bishop.
• Immediately a benefice becomes vacant from any cause other than the
resignation of the incumbent, the churchwardens should notify the bishop
and the patron.
• At the end of their year in office at the bishop’s or archdeacon’s visitation,
churchwardens must answer questions about the state of the parish and
report whatever maybe amiss.
I was more relieved to read in another book that churchwardens generally take
the lead in co-operating with the incumbent over matters that concern the
smooth running of the church and its worship. This sounds far more
straightforward and achievable!
A well-known internet source of reference states that churchwardens are
expected to lead the parishioners by setting a good example and encouraging
unity and peace.
Considering all things, I wondered what I had let myself in for and more
appropriately if I was up to the job. I am not sure I want to confront any members
of the congregation or visitors looking to cause trouble on a Sunday morning
and encouraging unity and peace sounds like a very big ask following Brexit and
during a pandemic when we can’t meet in the church and we communicate
using something called Zoom?
However, worshipping at St Mark’s gives Maria, Leo and me great
encouragement and a firm foundation for us to continue to grow our spiritual
lives. We believe that this church represents God’s love, as it is forward
thinking, caring for others and is a good place to belong to and enjoy being a
part of its community. Therefore, I feel privileged to have been offered this
position and look forward to serving and growing into this role.
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I anticipate that over my term as churchwarden
the things to do will be far more varied than the
prescriptive ‘Powers and duties’ list mentioned
earlier and I am sure that I will need help and
guidance from Sue, Shan, Cate, Pat and many
others who have been there and done it before.
During the last year the church, congregation
and wider community have been impacted by
the pandemic in one way or another. We look
forward to leaving behind some of the enforced
changes that have been restricting but
embracing and maybe developing other areas
that we would never have thought of using
before the enforced lockdowns.
Each individual and groups belonging to St
Mark’s will have been and will continue to be
affected in different ways. I find it interesting
thinking of how we will use our individual and
shared experiences during the next three or four years to care and love those
impacted by St Mark’s church. Do you feel empowered by your foundation at
St Mark’s and more recent experiences to bring about change, no matter how
large or small, that will help support our community and growing mission area.
I believe that taking part in joint worship and shared services between St Mary’s,
St John’s and St Mark’s will help me to grow in my understanding of God’s love.
Working together and sharing resources and different skill sets will prove
interesting and hopefully rewarding to those involved and the people we seek
to help.
We need the courage − or maybe to be pushed − to start something with only a
general idea, not sure of what God has planned for us but excited by the
challenge and often hard work that we pray will prove interesting and look like
God’s love, however small or large the part we play.
During the pandemic, a small group from the mission area have been meeting
using Zoom to develop ‘dementia friendly churches’. The people from this group
are using their resources and ideas to share God’s love with those affected by
dementia and their carers, and this has included sending bespoke Christmas
and Easter cards to our wider community. The group looks forward to a time
when we can share services and encouragement in church.
James Oliver
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WRITING LETTERS TO MPS: IS IT WORTH BOTHERING WITH?

I suspect many of us will have written letters to our MPs in the hope of having
some influence on a political matter of importance to us. They rarely take long
to draft, can be sent by email, and make us feel we have done something
worthwhile; something that can, potentially, make a difference. And, on
occasions, I am sure they do make a difference. Yet, when reaching for one’s
keyboard there is always that nagging doubt in the back of one’s mind — to put
it crudely, am I pissing in the wind?
Recently, I had one such occasion; I sent off a letter to my MP (he happens to
be Toby Perkins, MP for Chesterfield, and, like myself, a Keir Starmer loyalist).
I argued the need for the £20 a week temporary increase in Universal Credit
that had come in from April 2020 to help struggling families during the pandemic,
to be extended. He concurred, stating: ‘I worry that many people in Chesterfield
will be in a perilous situation during this harsh period and that is why the uplift
should stay beyond the pandemic. This cut will impact 6.2 million families,
including those on working tax credits. This £20 is what enables some of them
to put food on the table at the end of the week.’ I was pleased with his response
but it was pretty much as I had expected — at a time when the Labour Party is
in opposition, would it make much of a difference?
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My scepticism was tempered when I read a credible newspaper report of how
Chancellor Rishi Sunak, who had initially been unconvinced of the need for an
extension of the uplift beyond 31 March, had nevertheless been ‘persuaded’ to
the contrary by the number of representations he had received from MPs on
both sides of the house, not least one by 40 Tories in a letter that demanded a
yearlong extension on the back of pressure from their constituents, some of
whom were from the northern ‘red wall’ seats (a reality that Boris Johnson rarely
fails to heed). Let’s never forget that politics is the ‘art’ of the possible, made
possible by those who want to retain the power to indulge in that ‘art’!
The impact that an extension of six months to this provision will have on
numerous families struggling to make ends meet should not be underestimated.
A recent report funded by the Nuffield Foundation evidences how Child Benefit
has been subject to ‘freezes’ and sub-inflationary uprating since 2011,
reiterating how families with children have been particularly affected. The £20
uplift is therefore needed to at least partially redress the imbalance. And, since
April 2020, the ‘Covid Realities’ project — a research collaboration between
parents and carers, the Universities of York and Birmingham, and the Child
Poverty Action Group — has been documenting the experiences of parents and
carers on a low income as they navigate the pandemic. Alongside a growing
number of academics, campaigners, charities, and activists, they have
previously outlined a strong case to do more for low-income families with
children, and to prevent rising levels of hardship and destitution. Their findings
show that many families with dependent children receiving UC are reporting
financial hardship, with associated debts, stress and worry that has been
exacerbated by the pandemic. The project makes a convincing case for why
the £20 uplift is important to help mitigate this hardship, especially for those
losing jobs stemming from the economic dislocation caused in part by the
lockdowns.
Democracy is a messy business, for sure; and at times it can seem an odd way
of going about things (one only has to think of the recent events in America that
culminated in Donald Trump’s demise for evidence of that!). But it does enable
us to have a voice on matters of importance; a voice that is capable of mitigating
— at least to some degree — the manifest imperfections of unconstrained free
market/capitalist individualism and its many and varied over-collectivist (and
often authoritarian) alternatives. Writing to one’s MP, when seen in that context,
has its place, and on this occasion has helped some of the most vulnerable
people in our society to weather the worst of the pandemic’s legacy, at least for
now.
Joe Forde
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A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
The Broomhill Festival, 2021
Last year we had a fantastic Festival ready to roll on the theme of climate
change. Lecture halls were booked, concert artists were engaged, the
brochure was going to the printer and people were dusting off their best
cake recipes and arranging times for sport, visits to councillors, bike
repairs and drama. And then it was lockdown.
So we wrote to everyone saying how sorry we were, and that we hoped to
invite them again next year, and got on with creating Almost − The
Broomhill Festival online. It managed to offer music, a play, crosswords
and a brilliant display of art from children who had a lot of time on their
hands and all the colours of the rainbow to work with.
Well, we aren’t in a position to invite everyone this year – who thought we
could be shut up inside for so long.? BUT we are able to offer a whole
range of outdoor activities, including two sessions with Green Top to teach
children some circus skills (while staying socially distant) and a morning
with Plantswappers that will keep you busy in your own gardens for days
afterwards. There will be entertainments of all kinds in the Library
Garden, the Botanical Gardens and on St Mark’s Green.
Because this year has been like no other, it’s been impossible to finalise
arrangements in early spring as we usually do. But we can guarantee
surprises! As far as possible we hope that most of the festival activities
will be free. Sheffield City Council have been very generous in helping
out – and there will also be a fundraiser on line from By The Book Theatre .
This year they didn’t only record a play in a day but devised it as well –
go to the website to see it from May 1.
Watch the website − www.broomhill-festival.org.uk – look for us on
Facebook, pick up a leaflet, tell a friend. Above all, clear some space in
your diary. Broomhill Festival, 2021 − June 12-20 − will have something
for everyone.
Frances Gray,
Festival Chair

6

7

ROGER BULLIVANT CENTENARY
(23 March)

Dr Bullivant conducted many, many concerts at St Mark’s over the course of his
50 years with the Sheffield Bach Choir. For over 40 years, and long after he
retired from the Music Department, he was resident in Stephenson Hall and
towards the end of his life had a flat in Beech Hill just metres from the church
car park.
Born in Rugby where his father was organist at the Parish Church, he attended
Rugby School and, despite discouragement from parents and school, read
music at New College, Oxford. After a hiatus as a radar mechanic in the RAF
during the war he graduated with a BMus and came to Sheffield with an oldfashioned bike in 1949 to join the teaching staff in the University Music
Department.
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The Sheffield Bach Society was founded
in 1950 – the bicentenary of the
composer’s death. Roger became its
accompanist and in 1962 succeeded
Norman Barnes as conductor. Dr Alan
Brown,
our
long-time
organist,
subsequently became accompanist.
Roger’s annual performance of Handel’s
Messiah became legendary. Long before
it was fashionable, he adopted brisk tempi
and lively, infectious rhythms. I joined the
choir in 1967 and my scores of B Minor
Mass, St Matthew Passion and Messiah
are littered with ‘bon mots’ from Roger.
As an inventive and stylish harpsichord
player, he played in a Yorkshire TV
Messiah and two subsequent Handel
recordings by the conductor Charles
Mackerras.
His visionary and lifeenhancing melodic turns – especially in Messiah - were known by the choir as
‘Roger’s twiddly bits’. He was no mean jazz pianist, either. His improvisations
with my father-in-law, Bob Gordon, (some Gershwin, I think) still bring a smile
some five decades later.
His book Fugue – a development of his DPhil thesis – remains the standard
work on the subject. Now out of print, copies change hands for £50 and more
on eBay.
He was a warm, very funny man, profligately generous in sharing his time and
talent with others. He provided me with a memorable session on the
complicated eight-part fugal Sanctus in Verdi’s Requiem on which I was
struggling to write a long essay (in the days when Sheffield teachers could get
a year’s secondment for further study!).
His funeral took place at St Mark’s on 3 December, 2004. ‘We think the
Heavenly Choir will be having a bit of a shake-up now he has arrived,’ said
Jenny Leadbeater, a long-time member of the Bach Choir (and St Mark’s choir)
whose solo career was fostered by Roger.
He is warmly remembered by many of our congregation – including a few old
Bach Choir members. His dedication to his art was unparalleled.
David Sanderson
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HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE CONGREGATION?
See if you can identify the familiar faces linked to these little known facts.
(Answers below…).
Who
1) Had a father who gave them a glass of fly spray to drink, saying it was
lemonade?
Stole a crown-cap opener from Woolworth’s?
Has run a WEA class in Canal History?
Has a proficiency certificate for gliding?
2) Sang in the same church choir as Rowan Williams?
Sat next to a girl on the school bus and married her 10 years later?
Had an aunt and uncle who bought and lived in a castle?
3) Won the egg and spoon race at school?
Once climbed three Munros in a week?
Can’t thread a needle?
4) Was a Golden Hand Brownie?
But dropped out of Guides because it clashed with a vital pop music
show on TV?
Met their best friend at primary school and stayed friends for 65 years?
5) Was in a Scottish Dancing demonstration team?
Wore boots and calipers until 5 years old?
6) Once played a cameo role as the Queen in a school assembly?
Worked on the dustbins as a student?
Has twice been to Wembley to watch Warrington Wolves win the Rugby
League Challenge Cup final?
Frances Gray

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

Michael Miller
Rob Wilks
Gill McGregor
Sandra Newton
Briony Tayler
Dez Martin
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CELEBRATING EASTER IN THE EUCHARIST
My creative liturgical pen has been at it again! Actually, I’ve never really thought
of myself as a writer of liturgy until the last few years, though how any particular
church community performs the liturgy so that it does justice to the words, the
space, and the community meeting together has always been important.
However, I was inspired to attempt an Easter Eucharistic Prayer because I felt
that we needed something that was richer in the way it calls upon the gospel
accounts of Easter than anything I have seen.
There is a fairly standard pattern for Eucharistic Prayers, and I have followed
that. We start with the usual interchange between president and people, and
move on to a section which sets out some of the ‘history of salvation’, usually
allowing for a seasonal slant to be put on it. This concludes with the great song
of praise: Holy, Holy, Holy.
After that there is a retelling of the last supper, a prayer for the Holy Spirit to be
at work in all the action that is happening, making the life of Jesus real for us
and in our lives, and ending in another shout of praise.
In the ‘salvation history’ section, I have concentrated on the love of God, but
during this I reference the well-loved Passiontide hymn My song is love
unknown with the words but we made strange (compare, but men made strange
and none the longed for Christ would know), as well as a more familiar trope of
mine concerning the outstretched arms drawing us to the cross.
The slightly unconventional part in the prayer comes after the ‘institution
narrative’. Here, rather than during the section leading up to the Sanctus, I
reference some of the other parts of the Easter story – the meal at Emmaus and
Jesus’ appearance on the lakeside – linking their transformative effect on the
disciples with the Eucharist’s transformative effect on our lives and the life of
the whole of creation, a transformation that is unitive of earth and heaven, us
and Jesus.
The final acclamation is taken from that excellent source of liturgical texts, the
New Zealand Prayer Book.
I hope this short account of the processes by which this prayer came into being,
and the allusions within it, will be helpful as we continue to use it together.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER FOR THE EASTER SEASON
May God be with you:
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to our gracious God:
It is right to give thanks and praise.
With joyful hearts we give you thanks,
gracious God, source of all that is,
and we celebrate your love.
You came among us in Jesus,
but we made strange
and hung him on a tree to die.
Yet your love cries to us from those outstretched arms,
drawing us to your self-giving, re-creating power.
And so with followers in every age,
with all creation and every voice that you have made
we join the song of endless praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of truth and love,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the Highest.
On the night before he died,
Jesus met with his friends in the Upper Room
to celebrate your saving love.
At supper he took the bread
broke it, gave it to them and said:
This is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
Then he took the cup of wine,
Blessed it and shared it with them saying
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.
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Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Breaking bread in the inn at Emmaus
and on the lakeside’s shore,
Jesus showed himself to his doubting disciples
transforming their pain into joy.
May we who share these holy gifts
meet with him and be fed by him
as you pour out your promised Spirit on us
and on these gifts.
Transformed by his death-defying life
may we live gently in your creation,
uniting earth with heaven
as Jesus unites us with you.
Rejoicing in our risen and ascended Saviour
we worship you:
Praise and glory to the God of life
who is stronger than all kinds of death.
Alleluia! Amen.
John Schofield
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ST MARK’S SPRING COOKERY
This month we thought some recipes for those learning to
bake during lockdown would be fun – then we got some more,
complete with a story!
So welcome to our special
supplement! − Editor

JONATHAN EARLE’S EASTER LOAVES
SWEET POTATO/ROOT VEGETABLE BREAD
(makes 2 loaves)
Ingredients:
4 teaspoons of dried yeast,
250ml/8fl oz lukewarm milk,
8oz sweet potato (or other root veg – this recipe works with most root veg)
250ml/8fl oz of the boiling water (from the boiling of the potato),
2 tablespoons oil,
4teaspoons salt,
2 teaspoons of paprika, (or other spice depending on vegetable being used),
1lb 14oz - 2lb strong white bread flour.
Instructions:
1) Combine the yeast and milk in a bowl and leave to dissolve, about
25mins.
2) Mash the sweet potatoes.
3) Mix the potatoes, oil, boiling water from the potatoes.
4) Weigh out the flour and mix in salt and paprika.
5) Add flour & spice mix to the water and mash mix in batches a mug at a
time, mixing it in each time.
6) Transfer to a floured surface and knead until smooth. Return to the
bowl, cover and leave in a warm place until doubled in size, 1-1hour
40mins, then knock back, then prove for another 40 mins.
7) Grease 2 loaf tins. Roll dough into little balls (you should get 20 out of
dough) and place them in the loaf tins, (forming 2 levels of 10 balls),
place in a warm place for about 30-40 mins.
8) Preheat oven to 200C/400F/ Gas 6. Bake for 10 mins, then turn heat
down to 190C/375F/Gas 5. Bake until the bottoms sound hollow when
tapped, about 40 mins. Cool on a rack.
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OATMEAL AND SULTANA BREAD
(makes 2 loaves)
Ingredients:
450ml/ ¾ pint milk,
1oz butter,
2oz soft dark brown sugar,
2 teaspoons salt,
1 tablespoon dried yeast,
50ml/2fl oz lukewarm water,
400gr/14oz rolled oats,
4oz sultanas,
700-800g/1 half lb-1lb 14oz strong white bread flour.
Instructions:
1) On a low heat warm the milk, remove from the heat and add the butter
and brown sugar. Leave until the butter has melted, the sugar dissolved
and the milk is lukewarm.
2) Combine yeast with warm water in a bowl and leave until dissolved
(about 15 mins). Add to the milk mixture.
3) Add about 10oz oats and 4 oz sultanas.
4) Combine flour and salt and add to oats and milk. Mix in batches (a mug
at a time, mixing in between).
5) Place in a bowl, cover and place in a warm place for 2-3 hours,
6) Grease a large baking tray, transfer the dough to a floured surface and
divide in half.
7) Shape into rounds, slash a square on to the top of each round, dust with
the oats, cover and leave in a warm place for 1 hour.
8) Preheat oven to 200c/400F/Gas 6. Bake until the bottoms sound hollow
when tapped, about 45-50 mins. Cool on a rack.

Photo: Nadya Spetnitskaya (Unsplash)
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THE LUNCH CLUB CLEAN UP AT FOOD GLORIOUS FOOD
Recently a Food Glorious Food competition was launched by Sheffield Council
Voluntary Sector Liaison Team (the section that supports local lunch clubs
amongst other things) in conjunction with Henderson’s Relish. Lunch Club
helpers and members were invited to submit their favourite recipe to be judged,
and Rosalind Rogerson encouraged St Marks people to get involved as we
already have a reputation for being lively and ‘on the ball’. Amazingly 3 of us
were picked out − John Hall took the Lord Mayor’s Award for a pudding and won
a book of Henderson’s Recipes and a bottle of guess what? Mary Jane Ryder
and Pauline Miller were both specially commended and also received bottles.
Recipes should eventually appear in book form – but here is a preview!
PAULINE’S FAMILY FAVOURITE CHOCOLATE PUDDING
DENVER CHOCOLATE PUDDING
Ingredients:
1 cup (4¾ oz.) sugar
1 (3¾ oz.) cup plain flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
Pinch of salt
1 tablespoon of cocoa
2 tablespoons (3½ oz.) butter or margarine
4 fl. oz. milk
½ teaspoon vanilla
Instructions:
Sift sugar, flour, baking powder and salt
together.
Cream the fat and cocoa
together and mix into sugar & flour, then
add milk and vanilla. Stir well – it’s quite
soft – and pour into a greased baking dish.
Make the topping as follows: Mix 2 oz.
brown sugar and 2 oz. white sugar with 2
tablespoons cocoa, and sprinkle it over the
top of the pudding. Finally pour over it 12
fl.oz. of cold water, then bake in a
moderate oven (reg.4 or 355°C) for about
40 minutes. Leave to stand for a while at
Pauline Miller
room temperature before serving – I think
it’s best served warm i.e. not hot but not completely cold either. It should
separate so that the top is like a sponge, with a layer of gooey chocolate sauce
underneath.
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MARY JANE’S BEEF IN HORSERADISH CREAM
(Commended in the ‘strong and northern’ category)
‘I love this recipe as the combination of the stewing beef, Hendo’s and
horseradish brings it to another level of taste. I have an Aga and when I worked
as a physiotherapist at the Sheffield Children’s Hospital, a colleague of mine
knew I had one and gave me this delicious recipe which I have often cooked.’
– Mary Jane
Ingredients:
900 gr (2 lb) stewing steak
1 tablespoon of sunflower oil
2 large onions, chopped
1 dessert spoon of curry powder
1 teaspoon of ground ginger
1 dessert spoon muscavado
(brown) sugar
40 gr (1½ oz) flour
450 ml (¾ pint) of beef stock
2 tablespoons of Henderson’s
Relish
Salt and black pepper to taste
1½ heaped tablespoons of
horseradish (from a jar of
horseradish)

Mary Jane Ryder

Instructions:
1. Cut meat into 1inch (2.5 cms) cubes, heat oil in large pan, add beef in
batches and brown on all sides. Remove from the pan.
2. Then fry onions until soft, then add the curry powder, ginger, sugar and
flour and cook for one minute.
3. Stir in the beef stock and bring to the boil until thickened.
4. Add back the fried cubes of meat
5. Add the Henderson’s Relish, salt and black pepper, bring to boil.
6. Then, cover and transfer to the simmering oven of an Aga or, in a
conventional oven at 160C, or Fan Oven 140 C, or Gas mark 3 for about
four hours until the meat is tender.
7. Stir in the horseradish and serve with creamy mash potatoes and any
green vegetable you have to hand.
A glass of red wine goes down nicely with this dish.
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JOHN HALL’S MUM’S RECIPE FOR YORKSHIRE RHUBARB PIE
Ingredients:
Shortcrust pastry made with 350g flour, or ready-made
c.500 gr forced (pink) rhubarb
3 tablespoons granulated sugar mixed with 2 teaspoons cornflour
NB Forced rhubarb doesn't need a lot of sugar; if you use main crop rhubarb,
you will need more sugar.
2 tablespoons rolled oats
A little milk or water
Instructions:
1. Divide the pastry into two pieces, one a
little bigger than the other.
Roll out the smaller piece to line a metal pie
plate, or similar, about 20 cm in diameter.
Sprinkle the oats over the base of the lined
tin.
2. Brush the rim with a little water or milk.
3. Wipe the sticks of rhubarb with a clean
damp cloth or a piece of kitchen paper and
cut into lengths of about 3 cm.
4. In a bowl, stir together the sugar and
cornflour, then add the rhubarb. Pile this
mixture into the centre of the pastry case,
heaping it up well.
5. Roll out the second piece of pastry to fit
over the top, press well down round the
edges and crimp to seal. Cut a few small
slits to let the steam out, then brush with a
little water or milk.
John Hall
6. Place the pie tin on a baking sheet (to
catch any overflowing juices) and bake in a
preheated oven at 200°C, 180°C fan or gas no. 6, for about 30 minutes,
until well browned on top.
7. Allow to cool a little before serving.
Rhubarb generally needs something creamy to offset the acidity. My mother
always served custard with it, but cream or yoghurt or similar will be fine.
SPECIAL THANKS TO PAULINE MILLER FOR GETTING IT TOGETHER
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PHASEWORLDWIDE, NEPAL AND COVID-19
In mid-March, 2021 Nepal had
reported
276,000
cases
and
registered 3,019 deaths, sadly
including a Phase Agric worker in the
Gorkha region. Currently Nepal is
experiencing less than 100 new
cases daily compared with the height
of the pandemic in OctoberNovember of around 4,000 daily new
cases. In March, 2020 a fierce
lockdown was imposed with fears of
returning migrant workers crossing
the border from India carrying Covid, and the borders were closed to foreign
travellers.
Phaseworldwide was fortunate to secure ‘Covid rapid response’ funding from
UKAid last spring. This enabled Phase staff to continue safely delivering
essential health services in the mountain villages and recruit new staff to deliver
over 500 Covid awareness and social distancing protocol workshops.
Communities in the Far West Nepal are highly vulnerable to pandemic spread;
families live in crowded multigenerational households in close proximity to their
livestock. The funding supported setting up WASH and quarantine facilities,
PPE for staff and face masks for all attending workshops. Phase staff
conducted a survey finding increased cost of food and scarcity of hygiene
products. These effects were felt more acutely in households where there were
female heads of household, pregnant and lactating women and people with
disabilities. Phase workers made radio broadcasts and designed wordless
pictorial posters to educate an often illiterate adult population.
Where do we go from here?
Phaseworldwide has been successful in being awarded UKAid Matched
Funding from 26 March –26 May 2021 for an ambitious Start Strong Project.
This is going to be so valuable as many of the advances previously made by
Phase have regressed during the past year.
In 2019, 60% of babies in The North West were delivered either with a skilled
birth attendant at home or in a health facility; a real triumph! Last year this fell
back to 7%, and neonatal deaths increased from 13/1,000 live births to 40/1,000
in 2020. Even before Covid, 49% of children under 5 years displayed one form
of malnutrition and our health posts have recorded an increase in patient
demand due to government health posts closing during Covid last year.
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Start Strong project objectives:
Improving Maternal Healthcare and First
1,000 Days Practice (1,000 women)
through first 1,000 days best practice
training with food fortification, super flour
training,
food
supplementation
and
identification of Severe Acute Malnutrition/
Moderate Acute Malnutrition, healthy baby
competitions, training Female Community
Health Volunteers in the Integrated
Management
of
Childhood
Illness;
orientation
programmes,
community
antenatal care groups, essential nutrition
medicines, community outreach reaching
the most vulnerable, and vulnerable person and disability inclusion training.
Increasing High Value Foods and Diet Diversification through Agricultural
Activities (625 women) through: 250 women to receive materials and training
for mushroom cultivation, 250 women to receive training on poultry rearing,
chicks, and feed, and 125 women to receive agricultural training on improving
the quality and quantity of their crops and material support.
Embedding Nutritional Expertise and Knowledge in the Community through
120 Key Stakeholders through: working with 50 Traditional Healers, street
dramas to raise awareness, training of 18 new ‘Female Community
HealthVolunteers’, and facilitation of Health Programme Management
Committee meetings across 36 months.
But first we need to raise £100,000 before the government will match the
funding.
Vaccinating is going well but mostly in the Kathmandu Valley and is reliant on
supplies from India.
The borders are still closed to tourists and
Phaseworldwide’s cohort of GP mentors and trainers will not be visiting the
health posts until Autumn/Winter, 2021.
We are so grateful to St Mark’s for continuing to generously donate to
Phaseworldwide
Dilys Noble
(Trustee, Phaseworldwide)
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A PEOPLE’S VACCINE, NOT A PROFIT VACCINE
More than a year on from the start of the first lockdown in this country, many of us
will have had our first jab of a coronavirus vaccine, and will soon have had or be
expecting our second jab. The UK is one of a small group of countries doing very
well in its vaccination programme, with but only 3% of people in countries of the
global south can hope to be vaccinated by mid-2021. Many may not receive
vaccines until the end of 2023 or later. Rich countries with only 16% of the world’s
population have access to 60% of available vaccines.
UN Secretary General, António Guterres, has said that ‘a Covid-19 vaccine must
be seen as a global public good, a people’s vaccine’. Instead, the big
pharmaceutical corporations are in the main treating coronavirus vaccines as an
opportunity for making large profits. It is not unreasonable for any costs to be
covered and some profits to be made. However, it should be recognised that much
of the research and development costs are financed by public money, and that
therefore it is unacceptable that, during a pandemic, corporations charge the high
prices that are usual for other medicines and vaccines.
Although AstraZeneca have promised to price the Oxford vaccine at cost, it has
been reported that South Africa is having to pay over twice what the UK and EU
countries are being charged. Pfizer is expecting $15 billion in sales, and Moderna
$18 billion. For Pfizer this could mean an 80% profit margin.
This is not to say that nothing is being done to provide vaccines for poorer
countries. Covax (Covid-19 Vaccine Global Access) is a facility to enable lowincome countries to purchase vaccines collectively and distribute them equitably.
But while rich countries can strike bilateral deals with pharmaceutical corporations,
this will inevitable limit supply to poorer ones, and it will be hard for Covax funds to
afford enough vaccines if it is charged far more than ‘at cost’ prices. The UK has
contributed £548 million to Covax funds, but won’t be donating any of its purchased
vaccines until all of our adult population has been vaccinated. Yet we have ordered
many times more than we will actually need. Hoarding vaccines by rich countries
will inevitably limit supply to other countries in need.
A way of providing enough vaccines for all the world’s people would be for
pharmaceutical corporations to share their intellectual property and know-how, so
that vaccine production could be massively scaled-up. This is the demand of the
People’s Vaccine Alliance, of which Global Justice Now, Amnesty International,
Christian Aid, CAFOD, Oxfam and many other organisations are members. India
and South Africa, supported by more than 100 nations, have proposed to the World
Trade Organisation (WTO) that patents on Covid-19 health products be suspended
during the course of the pandemic, but this has been rejected by rich countries
such as the UK, EU and USA. This knowledge sharing could be achieved through
the World Health Organisation’s Covid-19 Technology Access Pool (C-TAP). It
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would enable the licensing of vaccine production to more companies and
institutions, which could maximise supply.
AstraZeneca has licensed production of the Oxford vaccine to companies in India,
Brazil and Argentina. It has promised to provide 64% of its supplies to developing
countries. Yet leaving the licensing process to the goodwill of individual companies
will not be sufficient to achieve the huge increase in production needed for an
equitable distribution.
‘No one is safe until everyone is safe.’ If countries of the global south don’t get
vaccines in a timely way, then it is possible that variants of the Covid-19 virus will
proliferate, and our current vaccines may no longer be effective. So it is not only
a moral question but a matter of self-interest for the rich nations to do far more to
make vaccines available worldwide. As the Director General of the WHO, Dr
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, has said: ‘The world is on the brink of a
cataclysmic moral failure – and the price of this failure will be paid with lives and
livelihoods in the world’s poorest countries.’
Governments are meeting at the WTO again this month, and could agree to
suspend all patents on Covid-19 vaccines. This has happened before in 2001 with
HIV/Aids treatments, allowing affordable generic versions to be manufactured. We
need a major change of attitude from our government and that of other rich nations
if a disaster is to be averted and the lives of many of the poorest saved. Boris
Johnson puts the success of the UK’s vaccination programme down to capitalism
and greed, but this will be self-defeating if the Covid-19 pandemic cannot be ended
globally.
Meanwhile, ministers meeting at the G20 summit have not cancelled any of the
debt owed by low-income countries, with the debt relief scheme extended for a
final time. Money which could be spent on health and vaccines will still need to be
paid when the extension period ends. The debts owed to private banks such as
BlackRock and HSBC are not covered by the scheme, and although the G20 is
asking banks to join the scheme, there is no pressure being exerted to get them to
do so. Money owed to private creditors by African governments could pay for
vaccines for three times the whole population of the continent. Whilst the G20
declare that Covid-19 immunisation is a global public good, they are failing to take
measures to make this a reality.
For more information on the campaign for a People’s Vaccine and what you can
do, see:
www.globaljustice.org.uk/our-campaigns/pharma
peoplesvaccine.org

Paul Stewart (Global Justice Sheffield)
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MARY ANNE RAWSON
When I first retired, I joined a walking group which has always had as its aim to
enjoy a good walk and at the same time learn something about the
history/geography/geology/flora and fauna of where we are walking, and we
take it in turns to lead the walk and do the necessary research. Every so often,
we meet up in a local hostelry to decide who’s going to lead walks and when,
and choose themes for the walks, that can vary from topics such as ‘Rivers of
Sheffield’ or ‘Ancient Pathways’ to ones such as ‘History in the Landscape’. At
one of these meetings a few years ago, someone said, “A while ago we did a
set of very interesting walks about ‘Famous Sheffield People’. The only problem
was that in the event they all turned out to be men. Why don’t we do some
‘Famous Women Walks’?” “Good idea,” I said. “Put me down to lead one.”
Since my walk was going to be 2 or 3 months away, I did nothing about it for
some time and then found that others had picked some of the most obvious
figures − Adela Pankhurst, Ethel Haythornthwaite, Vera Brittain… Then, by
chance, I happened to pick up a copy of The Star containing an article headlined
‘Group bids to save grave of anti-slavery campaigner’. The article continued to
relate how a group from Upper Wincobank Chapel had rediscovered the
graveyard of Zion Methodist Chapel in Attercliffe behind a car repair shop (the
church was demolished after a fire in 1987). Hidden under a mass of overgrown
foliage, the grave of a prominent anti-slavery campaigner, Mary Anne Rawson,
had been uncovered. My first reaction was, “Why have I never heard of her?”
and I decided that here was a figure who might merit further research and form
the basis for an interesting walk − more than enough information, in fact.
Mary Anne was born in 1801 in Green Lane,
close to the family business − The Sheffield
Smelting Company − set up by her grandfather,
John Read, who had made his fortune by
developing a process for collecting and refining
the sweepings of silver and copper from the
floors of manufacturers of Sheffield plate. Soon
after, Mary’s father, Joseph, took over the
running of the company. The business moved
to Royd’s Mill, Attercliffe and the family leased
the nearby Royd’s Mill farm. The company,
now known as THESSCO and under new
Mary Ann Rawson
ownership, still operates from Royd’s Mill and is
the largest manufacturer of silver cadmiumoxide in Europe. In 1816, Joseph Read bought Wincobank Hall (demolished in
1925 to make way for the Flower Estate). The Reads came from strong nonconformist families and were major funders of the Zion Chapel when it was
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rebuilt in 1805. As soon as they moved to Wincobank Hall they established an
undenominational chapel in the coach house while Mary Anne and her sister,
Eliza, set up a Sunday School in the laundry. Like the rest of her family, Mary
Anne was committed to improving conditions for the poor and disadvantaged
around the world and became a determined campaigner for many humanitarian
causes including the universal abolition of slavery. In 1825, she was a founding
member of the Sheffield Female Anti-Slavery Society, the first such society to
campaign for an immediate end to slavery rather than a gradual, managed one.
In 1827, Mary Anne married William Rawson from Nottingham, but two years
later returned to her family home, a desolate widow with a small child. She
never remarried but threw herself into many philanthropic projects. She helped
the Anti-Slavery Society organise a boycott of West Indian goods produced by
slaves, such as coffee and sugar, with the result that legislation abolishing
slavery was passed in 1833. Meanwhile, tragedy struck the family again when
Joseph Read faced bankruptcy as a major shareholder in his father-in-law’s
ironworks which had run into financial difficulties. The family was forced to sell
Wincobank Hall, but Mary Anne used the inheritance from her husband to buy
back the Hall. In 1837, she became secretary of the Sheffield Ladies
Association for the Universal Abolition of slavery which continued the fight to
free enslaved workers across the world, and three years later she was one of
the few women to attend the first meeting of the organisation known today as
Anti-Slavery International. At the same time, she sold her silverware to raise
funds to provide a building for Wincobank Chapel and a school for the children
of local workers. The
chapel still stands today
and provides a valuable
resource for the local
community. The Friends
of Wincobank Chapel
have played a large part
in raising the funds to
enable the Friends of Zion
Graveyard to buy the
graveyard last year and
preserve for posterity the
final resting place of Mary
Mary Anne Rawson’s grave Photo: Upper Wincobank
Chapel
Anne Rawson who was
buried there in 1887.
Dez Martin
For further information, see:
www.wincobankchapel.btck.co.uk & www.ziongraveyard.btck.co.uk .
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BOOK RECOMMENDATION:
A Secret History of Christianity
by Mark Vernon (2018)
Sometimes you come across
an author whose book has
been
so
stimulating
you
immediately want to see what
else he or she has written.
Essentially this book explores
how in the centuries before the
birth of Jesus the evolving
awareness of the nature of
Self was paralleled with the
evolving awareness of the
nature of God, and, further,
how this is still going on. How
could it be otherwise? There
is an ontological connection
between what we experience
within and what we can
conceive externally.
In the book this evolution is
traced through the books of
the
Old
Testament,
the
unfolding reflections of the
Greek philosophers and their
coming
together
in
the
teachings of Jesus most
especially in the interpretation
of the figure of Jesus within St John’s Gosp el. Heraclitus had
originated the notion of the Logos, the Divine principal within all
things. This finds expression in John’s ‘in the beginning was the
Word’ and in all the ‘I am...’ proclamations of Jesus where the ‘I’ is
not Jesus of Nazareth but the Word. (This is what Ian Wallis has been
showing in the monthly Logos study group.)
This book explores the history of the concept of identity. In the prehistory times of Abraham, self was not an individual experience. Your
identity came through your participatory life in clan and family. There
were no individual graves; you were buried ‘with your fathers’ . But
then interiority developed and introspection rather than shared ritual
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became the primary focus. Mark Vernon argues this split from
participation is with us still. Reading fosters this solitary inner
activity.
Philosophers study paths to knowledge. One path is seen in the
analytic route taken by materialistic science. But ‘science’, a word
coined by Plato he says, means in its etymology a f orm of pilgrimage.
One form of the pilgrimage is the via negativa where the path to God
is not through knowing but through not knowing. For the Greek
philosophers, and again now, it is to be achieved through spiritual
activities including a restoration o f participation – what Vernon terms
the ‘reciprocal participation’ that is the shared experience of Presence
and of God.
In part the book is a tribute to the writings of the philosopher Owen
Barfield. Barfield was a member of the Inklings, the group that
famously met weekly in the Eagle and Child pub (‘the Bird and Baby’ )
in St Giles in Oxford to share their ideas and their writings. Core to
their membership were J R R Tolkien, C S Lewis and, until his death
in 1945, Charles Williams. They were all Christians. They all wrote
extraordinary fiction.
As an etymologist Barfield explored the
evolution of consciousness through studying the fossils of words. A
delight of this book is the way these fossils are examined.
Vernon writes:
‘The way forward is to return to the centrality
of religious experience, the intuition that there’s
more, and the realization that Christianity,
alongside other wisdom traditions, can make
surprising felt sense.’
He quotes Rowan Williams as saying it was not chance that the first
words of Jesus in John’s Gospel are ‘What are you looking for?’
closely followed by ‘Come and see.’
John Hillman
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BOOK REVIEW:
I Choose Everything: Embracing life in the face of terminal illness
I Choose Everything is a book written
jointly by two committed Christians,
Jozanne Moss from Cape Town, South
Africa, and Revd Michael Wenham, a
retired vicar who has made a
significant contribution to the Church’s
debate on Assisted Dying. Prior to
contracting Motor Neurone Disease
(MND) and before his retirement,
Michael was Vicar of Stanford in the
Vale, in Oxfordshire after serving his
curacy in Stockport at a church we
once attended.
Jozanne’s reading of Michael’s first
book entitled My Donkey Body inspired
her to write to him, which was the start
of a lengthy correspondence leading to
the publication of their book, I Choose
Everything. The book is based on their
correspondence, entirely over the
internet. Sadly, it was published just
one year before Jozanne died in 2011,
for as Michael points out Jozanne had a particularly virulent form of the disease.
They had lot in common for they were both married to a remarkably loyal people,
which gave them great strength and enriched their lives as parents of young
people. Both Michael and Jozanne learnt to accept the fact that the illness first
destroys the body in an unimaginable, progressive manner whilst the brain kept
them alert. They were both strongly committed Christians, which is reflected in
the book.
If anything, the circumstances that both Michael and Jozanne found themselves
in gave them strength to create an incredibly positive view of disability, and Bible
texts such as the one below strengthened their resolve to live with MND:
We also rejoice in our sufferings
because we know that suffering produces perseverance;
perseverance character, and character hope.
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And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us. (Romans 5: v:
3-4)
In writing the book both are determined to destroy the myth that pain and
suffering are sent from dark powers whilst stressing the fact that ‘all life is God
given from beginning to end.’ God in one way or other presents fresh challenges
for Jozanne every day and it is quite moving how she and Dave, her husband,
approach life with their children, knowing that her illness will eventually kill her.
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu wrote the foreword to the book noting that
‘Everyone is special to God’, and stating ‘when a Christian is afflicted by a
terminal illness such as in Jozanne’s case, she may naturally wonder “where
are you God in all this?”’ He also in context refers to them as ‘the odd couple’
for in Michael’s words ‘she is one of the most remarkable friends I never met!’
Feelings of anger and frustration surface in Jozanne’s writing particularly when
it becomes clear that she can no longer feed herself properly without help. She
seems to feel helpless when it comes to being unable to look after her children
in the way she would like to. However, she does note the great strength she
has gained from the help given by Izzie, her carer, often in what might seem like
intimately embarrassing moments!
Towards the end she relies totally on Dave and the kindness of friends who help
with household tasks such as looking after the children. Her loss of speech is
one of the things which she finds particularly frustrating, not to mention the
reaction of others when she is confined to a wheelchair. She nevertheless
refers to the words of St Paul in 1 Corinthians: 12, a favourite quotation of mine:
The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts … If one part suffers,
every part of it suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part is
honoured, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and
each one of you is part of it. (1 Corinthians: 12)
When asked by Dave, her husband, what would be the one thing she would
wish for after she had gone, she says it would be that her children got to know
God in the way granted to her.
In the conclusion to the book Michael refers to the opposing views of Debbie
Purvey and himself concerning Assisted Dying and notes that disagreements
can be quite healthy. Jozanne on the other hand compares living with MND
with that of climbing a mountain and the challenges it presents. They pay tribute
to the support they received whilst living with the condition and the importance
of good palliative care.
Rob Wilks
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SPRING AT ST MARK’S –
The memorial garden, the entrance and Easter flowers in church.
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Plus a picture of spring springing somewhere else!

Other planets have equinoxes too, and this is the first one to be taken of
spring happening on Saturn. From earth, you can barely see the rings
during this period when the sun is directly over Saturn’s equator. This
picture, courtesy of NASA, was taken by the robotic explorer Cassini at a
20 degree angle above the ring plane. Like Sheffield, Saturn’s having a
chilly spring – minus 285 degrees F in this case.
Frances Gray
Spring pictures by Briony Tayler
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REGULAR WORSHIP
Please check our website for information regarding services in the building.

Please contact the church office for Zoom codes and
further information about services to be held in the building.
Monday Friday

9.00 am Morning Prayer
5.00 pm Evening Prayer

Thursday

12 noon Communion

Sunday

8.00 am BCP Service of Holy Communion )
10.00 am Parish Eucharist
)
7.00 pm Night Service
)

(see Friday email for more details)

Keep checking the St Mark’s website for further information, notices and events
www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk
You can follow St Mark’s on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/stmarksbbsheffield/

The church is available for pre-booked reflective visits or private prayer
– please contact the office to book.

EDITORIAL TEAM
Margot Fox, Frances Gray, Dez Martin, Joe Forde & Rob Wilks.
This month’s edition was edited by Frances Gray.
The Editors welcome comments and suggestions and invite contributions for future editions.
The next edition will be edited by Joe Forde.
If you propose to submit an article for the next edition, please inform Joe as soon as possible.
When sending photographs, please ensure that they are JPEGs, and of a high resolution.
The editors make every effort to obtain permission for all photographs and illustrations and to trace
copyright owners, please contact us in the unlikely event of a breach of copyright.

WHO’S WHO
Vicar

Revd Sue Hammersley 266 0260/ 07904 284 853
sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk

Assistant Priest
Revd Shan Rush

07598 156817
shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk

Curate
Revd Caitlin Thomson

caitlin@stmarksheffield.co.uk

Reader
Anne Padget
Jonathan Williamson

07736 527777
Contact the church office

Honorary Staff
Revd Dr. Michael Bayley
Revd Peter Fisher
Revd Dr. Mark Newitt

258 5248
327 4718
230 4586

Pastoral Care
Coordinator
Vacant
CTBB Worker with
Older People
Claire Brooks
Transport
Coordinator
Doreen Godden
Lunch Club
Rosalind Rogerson

ctbb546@gmail.com

266 3613

268 1426

Director of Music
David Willington

music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk

Office Manager
Sarah Rousseau

Caretaker
Tim Moore

caretaker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk

PCC Secretary
Contact church office

266 3613

Library Team
Maureen Bownas
Pauline Miller

230 2757
229 5734

Churchwardens
Pat Hunt
James Oliver

07513 190739
jamesoliver123@gmail.com

Childrens & Families Worker
Hannah Jones
Flowers
Mary-Jane Ryder

07403 841243
childrensworker
@stmarksheffield.co.uk
230 3242

Treasurer
David Armstrong
Gift Aid Secretary
Tom Cotterell

Safeguarding Team:

PCC groups:

Parish Safeguarding Officer
Duncan Lennox
266 9365
Safeguarding Administrator
Sarah Jenkins
s_blamirebrown@hotmail.com
Domestic Abuse Officer
Jane Padget
07921 863281
Diocesan Safeguarding Officer
Linda Langthorne
07871 796682

Faith & Justice
Fabric & Finance
Communications
Hospitality &
Pastoral Care
Study & Learning
Worship & Liturgy

The Vicar normally has Tuesday off parish duties.
THE CHURCH OFFICE IS WORKING FROM HOME!
Please contact the office to book for private prayer
office@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 0114 266 3613
Visit us on www.stmarkssheffield.co.uk

office
@stmarkssheffield.co.uk
0114 266 3613

david.treasurer3
@gmail.com
Contact the office

For details
see website or contact
Church Office:
266 3613

