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Welcome 
 

A warm welcome to everyone gathered here this evening,  

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s. 

 

Covid-19 

In order to make this gathering as safe as possible for everyone, we ask that you 

observe the following practicalities: 

 

Please wear face masks throughout the service. 

Please maintain physical distancing throughout the service  

and share the peace at a distance.  

As we are not permitted to all sing together,  

the choir will sing the hymns and chants on our behalf. 

  

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation 
 
 

 
As we gather for worship, you may like to pray  

for the candidates who are preparing for Baptism and/or Confirmation: 

 
All Saints, Ecclesall Stephen Holme 

St Gabriel, Greystones Jane Duckitt 

St John Ranmoor Clare Wood 

St Mark, Broomhill & Broomhall Saied Dadaei 

Hadis Lak 

Behzad Nazrollahi 

Arman Parvi 

Saman Parvi 
St Timothy, Crookes Julie Priestly 

Tim Randall 
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Gathering 
 

Organ Voluntary 

Welcome  
 

Processional Hymn 
You are invited to stand. 

Sing for God's glory 

that colours the dawn of creation,  

racing across the sky, 

trailing bright clouds of elation; 

sun of delight succeeds the velvet of night,  

warming the earth's exultation. 
 

Sing for God's power 

that shatters the chains that would bind us, 

searing the darkness of 

fear and despair that confines us,  

touching our shame with love that will not lay blame, 

reaching out gently to find us. 
 

Sing for God's justice 

disturbing each easy illusion, 

breaking down barriers, 

and putting our pride to confusion:  

lifeblood of right, resisting evil and slight,  

offering freedom's transfusion. 

 

 

The Bishop greets the people 
 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be his kingdom,  

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

There is one body and one spirit. 

There is one hope to which we were called; 
 

one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

one God and Father of all. 
 

Peace be with you. 

And also with you. 

Kathy Galloway (b.1952) 
Tune: LOBE DEN HERREN 
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Collect 
 

Let us pray, 
 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, 

that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have 

ascended into the heavens, 

so we in heart and mind may also ascend 

and with him continually dwell; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen.  We sit 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

Reading  Acts 1.1-11 read by Clare Wood (English), and then Hadis Lak (Farsi) 
 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and 

to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he 

showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was 

alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 

kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 

them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 

promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptised with 

water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.” So when 

they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them: “It is not for you to know 

the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 

hid him from their sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was 

going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of 

Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same 

Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven.”  
 

At the end the reader says: 

How is this God’s word of life for us today? 

followed by incidental music 
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Gospel   Luke 24.44-53 You are invited to stand 
 

At the beginning the reader says: 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord. 

Remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
Cf Matthew 28.19,20 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.  

Glory to you O Lord.  

 

Jesus said to the disciples, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 

Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could 

understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ 

will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and 

forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my 

Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with 

power from on high.” When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, 

he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left 

them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshipped him and returned 

to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, 

praising God.  

At the end the reader says:  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.  

Please be seated 

Sermon 
 

The Rt Revd Dr Pete Wilcox, Bishop of Sheffield 
 

  

Afterwards we share a time of quiet 
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Liturgy of Initiation 
 
 

 

Presentation of the Candidates 
 

The bishop asks those who are candidates for baptism 
 

Do you wish to be baptized? 

I do. 
 

The bishop asks the candidates for confirmation who have been baptized 
 

Have you been baptized  

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit? 

I have. 
 

The bishop asks all the candidates 

 

Are you ready with your own mouth  

and from your own heart  

to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ? 

I am. 

 

The bishop addresses the whole congregation 
 

Faith is the gift of God to his people. 

In baptism the Lord is adding to our number those whom he is calling. 

People of God, will you welcome these candidates 

and uphold them in their life in Christ? 

With the help of God, we will. 
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The Decision 
 

The bishop addresses all the candidates 
 

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask: 
 

Do you turn to Christ? 

I turn to Christ. 
 

Do you repent of your sins? 

I repent of my sins. 
 

Do you renounce evil? 

I renounce evil. 

 

 
 
Signing with the Cross 
 

The bishop or another minister makes the sign of the cross on the forehead of 

each candidate for baptism, saying 
 

Christ claims you for his own. 

Receive the sign of his cross. 
 

When all the candidates for baptism have been signed, the bishop says to them 

and invites the whole congregation to respond: 
 

Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified. 
 

Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ 

against sin, the world and the devil, 

and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 
 

May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness, 

restore in you the image of his glory, 

and lead you in the light and obedience of Christ. 

Amen. 
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Prayer over the Water 
 

The choir sings as we pray: 
 

Veni Sancte Spiritus   Come, Holy Spirit 
Taizé 

 

During the chant the ministers and candidates for baptism gather at the 

baptismal font. The congregation turns to face the font.  
 

 

The bishop stands before the water of baptism and says  
 

Praise God who made heaven and earth, 

who keeps his promise for ever. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of water 

to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life. 

Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 

Through water you led the children of Israel 

from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Land. 

In water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John 

and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, 

to lead us from the death of sin to newness of life. 
 

We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism. 

In it we are buried with Christ in his death. 

By it we share in his resurrection. 

Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore, in joyful obedience to your Son, 

we baptize into his fellowship those who come to him in faith. 
 

Now sanctify this water that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

they may be cleansed from sin and born again. 

Renewed in your image, may they walk by the light of faith 

and continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be all honour and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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Profession of Faith 
 
 

The bishop addresses the congregation 
 

Let us affirm, together with those who are being confirmed, our common 

faith in Jesus Christ.  

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  

source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

I believe and trust in him.  

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

I believe and trust in him.  

 

Do you believe and trust in the God the Holy Spirit,  

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world?  

I believe and trust in him.  

 

This is the faith of the Church.  

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
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Baptism 

The bishop addresses each candidate for baptism by name, saying 

N, is this your faith? 
 

and candidates answer in their own words, or 
 

This is my faith. 
 

The bishop pours water on them, saying  
 

N, I baptize you 

in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

The bishop says  
 

May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, 

pour upon you the riches of his grace, 

that, within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people, 

you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit, 

and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory. 

Amen. 
 

The bishop says 
 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 

with all who have been baptized into your name. 

Keep us faithful to our baptism, 

and so make us ready for that day 

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.   Amen. 

 

 

The bishop and the candidates gather at the front of the church. 

The choir sings as we pray: 
 

Veni Sancte Spiritus   Come, Holy Spirit 
Taizé 
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Confirmation 
 

The bishop stands before those who are to be confirmed and says  
 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

who has made heaven and earth. 
 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The bishop extends his hands towards those to be confirmed and says  
 

Almighty and ever-living God, 

you have given these your servants new birth 

in baptism by water and the Spirit, 

and have forgiven them all their sins. 

Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them: 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding; 

the Spirit of counsel and inward strength; 

the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness; 

and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord. 

Amen. 
 

In turn, the candidates kneel and their sponsor introduces them to the b ishop. 

The bishop addresses each candidate, 
 

N, God has called you by name and made you his own. 
 

He then lays his hand on the head of each, saying 
 

Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

The bishop invites the congregation to pray for all those 

who have been confirmed. 
 

Defend, O Lord, these your servants  

with your heavenly grace, 

that they may continue yours for ever, 

and daily increase in your Holy Spirit  

more and more 

until they come to your everlasting kingdom. Amen. 
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Commission  
Those who have been confirmed stand. 
 

Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

With the help of God, I will.  
 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, 

and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

With the help of God, I will. 
 

Will you proclaim by word and example 

the good news of God in Christ? 

With the help of God, I will. 
 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, 

loving your neighbour as yourself? 

With the help of God, I will. 
 

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, 

by prayer for the world and its leaders, 

by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice? 

With the help of God, I will. 
 

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, 

that you may be rooted and grounded in love 

and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

 
Chant 
 

Veni Sancte Spiritus   Come, Holy Spirit 
Taizé 

 

Prayers of Intercession  
led by The Revd Canon Dr Matthew Rhodes, Area Dean of Hallam Deanery 
 

 

We sit or kneel for our prayers 
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The Welcome and Peace 
 

The bishop addresses the newly baptized and confirmed. 
 

There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 

N and N, by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. 

We welcome you in the fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same heavenly Father; 

we welcome you. 
 

The congregation greets the newly baptized and confirmed with applause. 

 

 

 

The bishop introduces the Peace  

You are invited to stand 

 

Jesus says: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  

If you love me, rejoice because I am going to the Father.’ Alleluia.  
John 14.27,28 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

 

Remaining in our pews, we share a sign of peace with those around us,  

remembering those from whom we are estranged. 
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Offertory Hymn 
 
 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 

for everyone born, clean water and bread, 

a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, 

for everyone born, a star overhead, 

 

and God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 

yes, God will delight when we are creators 

of justice, justice and joy! 

 

For everyone born, a place at the table, 

to live without fear, and simply to be, 

to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, 

for everyone born, the right to be free, 

 

and God will delight when we are creators 

of justice and joy, compassion and peace: 

yes, God will delight when we are creators 

of justice, justice and joy! 

 
Shirley Erena Murray (1931-2020)  
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Communion 
 We remain standing 

Preparation 
 
 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, 

the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; 

for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

All things come from you, 

and of your own do we give you. 
 

 1 Chronicles 29.11-14 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Let us pray. We sit or kneel 
 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 
 

Let us give thanks to our gracious God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and good,  

our duty and our joy,  

always and everywhere to give you thanks,  

holy Father, almighty and eternal God,  

through Jesus Christ the King of glory.  

Born of a woman,  

he came to the rescue of our human race.  

Dying for us,  

he trampled death and conquered sin.  

By the glory of his resurrection  

he opened the way to life eternal  

and by his ascension,  

gave us sure hope  

that where he is we may also be.  

Therefore the universe resounds with Easter joy  

and with choirs of angels we sing forever in your praise: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of truth and love, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
  

 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 

we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 
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Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Through him, and with him, and in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 
 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.  Eucharistic Prayer A 

 
Lord’s Prayer & Sharing in Communion 
 

We pray together in the words that Jesus gave us, 

 

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  

Amen. 
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The bread is broken  
 

Be present, be present, 

Lord Jesus Christ,  

crucified and risen; 

make yourself known  

in the breaking of bread. 

 

Words of invitation follow 
 

I am the bread of life, says the Lord. 

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 

whoever believes in me will never thirst. 

Taste and see that the Lord is good: 

happy are those who place their trust in him. 

   

The body and blood of Christ,  

keep you in eternal life.    Amen. 

 

The newly confirmed are invited to receive communion first and then everyone is 

invited to share in the communion through receiving the bread or, if preferred, a 

silent prayer of blessing. Please indicate if you would like to receive a gluten free 

wafer. 

 

Please follow the directions of the stewards to approach for communion. 

 

During Communion, the organ will play the following hymn.  

You may wish to pray the words as you listen: 

 

1 Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire 

   and lighten with celestial fire; 

   thou the anointing Spirit art, 

   who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

 

2 Thy blessed unction from above 

   is comfort, life, and fire of love; 

   enable with perpetual light 

   the dullness of our mortal sight. 

 

3 Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

and thee, of both, to be but one; 

that through the ages all along 

this may be our endless song: 

 

4 Praise to thine eternal merit, 

   Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

Attributed to: Rabanus Maurus (784?-856) 
Trans: John Cosin (1594-1672) 

Tune: VENI CREATOR SPIRITUS 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of mercy, 

by whose grace alone we are accepted 

and equipped for your service: 

stir up in us the gifts of your Holy Spirit 

and make us worthy of our calling; 

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 

in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

Blessing      You are invited to stand 
 

The God of all grace, 

who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 

establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 

Giving of a Lighted Candle 
 

A light is taken from the paschal candle, from which all the candles are lit. 
 

The Bishop or another person may give all candidates a lighted candle.  

When all have received a candle, the bishop says 

 

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 

and has given us a place with the saints in light. 
 

You have received the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life. 
 

The congregation responds: 
 

Shine as a light in the world 

to the glory of God the Father.  
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Final Hymn 
The Bishop leads the newly baptized and confirmed through the church. 

 
 

We shall go out with hope of resurrection, 

We shall go out, from strength to strength go on, 

We shall go out and tell our stories boldly, 

Tales of a love that will not let us go. 

We’ll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted, 

We’ll dream our dream of hurts that can be healed, 

We’ll weave a cloth of all the world united 

Within the vision of a Christ who sets us free. 

  

We’ll give a voice to those who have not spoken, 

We’ll find the words for those whose lips are sealed, 

We’ll make the tunes for those who sing no longer, 

Vibrating love alive in every heart. 

We’ll share our joy with those who are still weeping, 

Chant hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief, 

We’ll leap and dance the resurrection story 

Including all within the circles of our love. 
 June Boyce-Tillman (b.1943) 

Tune: LONDONDERRY 

 

 
Commission (please face the back of church) 
 
 
 

Go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Organ Voluntary 

 
 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  ‘Common Worship: 

Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ 

Council 2000 & 2006. 

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence Number 887387 
and OneLicense A632945. 
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