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Welcome

A warm welcome to everyone joining 

together this morning, 

especially if this is your first visit to St Mark’s.

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.

Thank you for being here.

Before the service begins,

you are invited to share 

in a time of quiet reflection.
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Gathering

Mysterious Trinity,

beyond us, within us, around us,

uncontainable truth

that is God,

teach us the rhythm of your ways,

draw us into your embrace.
Ian Wallis
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Introit: 

Lead Me Lord

SS Wesley (1810-1876)
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Welcome and Singing Bowl



6

Opening Hymn

The kingdom of God

is justice and joy,

for Jesus restores

what sin would destroy;

God's power and glory

in Jesus we know,

and here and hereafter

the kingdom will grow.
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The kingdom of God

is mercy and grace,

the prisoners are freed,

the sinners find place,

the outcast are welcomed

God's banquet to share,

and hope is awakened

in place of despair.
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The kingdom of God

is challenge and choice,

believe the good news,

repent and rejoice!

His love for us sinners

brought Christ to his cross,

our crisis of judgement

for gain or for loss.
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God's kingdom is come,
the gift and the goal,
in Jesus begun,
in heaven made whole;
the heirs of the kingdom
shall answer his call,
and all things cry glory
to God all in all!

Words: Bryn Rees (1911-1983)
Tune: Hanover



Prayers of Approach
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May God be with you.

And also with you.
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EVER-LOVING GOD,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden;

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Prayers of Penitence and Renewal

We come seeking forgiveness

for all we have failed to be and do

as members of Christ’s body.

Silence

In God there is forgiveness.
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Loving and all-seeing God, forgive us;

where we have fallen short of your image in us;

where we have failed to support one another;

where we have failed to serve you;

where our thoughts and actions fail to reflect 

your love.

We ask your pardon.
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God forgives us; be at peace.

Rejoice and be glad, for Christ is resurrection,

reconciliation for the whole human race.

We shall be one in Christ,

one in our life together, even when we are apart.

Praise to God who has created us,

accepted us, and who sends us into the world.

Amen.
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The Gloria

GLORIA, gloria Glory, glory

in excelsis Deo! to God in the highest.

Gloria, gloria Glory. glory

alleluia, alleluia! praise God, praise God.

Taize
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The Collect
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O God, lover of sinners,

You celebrate our return

as a women rejoices with her friends.

Where we are lost, search us out.

and where we are locked away,

claim us for your own;

that together we may adorn

the beauty of your face,

through Jesus Christ,  Amen.  

Janet Morley



Journeying Together in Faith

As we prepare to explore God’s word,

let us pray together:

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ,

whatever our age or experience.

The love of God be with us all.

Amen
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Attending

First Reading:

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

read by: Gill Macgregor
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At the end the reader says,

Let us listen for God’s word of life.

Followed by incidental music



Gospel: Mark 4:35-end
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Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Glory to the Giver of Life.

Glory to the Bearer of Pain.

Glory to the Maker of Love. Alleluia.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Mark. Glory to you, O Lord.

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon 

Revd Michael Bayley

The sermon is followed by quiet reflection
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Affirmation

Let us give voice to our convictions 

and substance to our hopes.
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We live by faith;

in the love of God, 

embodied in Jesus the Christ.

We live in hope;

which does not disappoint, but brings love to life.

We live in the power of the Spirit;

transforming our lives 

and the whole of creation.

Amen. So be it. John Schofield
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Prayers of the People

led by Eve Saunders

Let us pray

For your love and goodness:

We give you thanks. O God.

God of grace:

You hear our prayer. Amen.
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Greeting of Peace
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Christ who nourishes us is our peace.

He has broken the barriers which keep us apart

and draws us to him and to each other.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

We share a sign of peace, 

remembering all from whom we are separated or estranged .



Offertory Hymn
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God among us, Sense of life,
Christ whose love befriends us,
Spirit whose unsettling call
brings us here - then sends us,
bless this human-measured space
which in faith we enter;
God, in water, bread and wine,
be our source, our centre.



Show us how to be as one,
for each other caring,
of our lives to take control:
being, growing, sharing.
Let this be a hearth of peace,
quest and celebration;
God, we long to learn our role
in your good creation.
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As we worship, wrestle, pray,
fire our hearts for mission;
what we have and who we are
bring to full fruition.
In our search for human worth -
where your children suffer -
use our vision, skills and hope
which in love we offer.
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May tradition leave us free,
insights we inherit
make us doers of the Word,
challenge all who hear it.
Help us, God, in faith to rise,
by your love en-hearted,
cross into the unexplored,
risk a life uncharted! 

Words: Fred Kaan (1929-2009)
Tune: Llanfair



Abiding

Preparation
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We come to remember:

the hands that touched the untouchables;

the feet that got dusty along city streets;

the arms that welcomed the stranger;

the eyes that blazed against injustice

and saw the potential in everyone;

the lips that wove stories and painted pictures 

of a new community and a better world.
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This blessed body

that was broken, abused and rejected,

we come to remember,

for we are called 

to be the body of Christ.



The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
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We praise you

Ground of Being, great I Am,

who brings life to life.

In Jesus you displayed your love,

made known your wisdom,

and called us to yourself. 

You wait and weep and sorrow

as we prefer self-interest over all that is good:

for us, for others and for our world.
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Reaching out with open arms 

you draw us to yourself, 

revealing the strength of love

where we see only weakness.

And so with all who,

through time, in our time and for all time, 

rejoice in your being, 

we join our voices in a song of endless praise:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.
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Blessed is Jesus, the Bread of Life:

on the night when he was betrayed

he took a loaf of bread,

and when he had given thanks,

he broke it and said,

This is my body that is for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.
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In the same way he took the cup also,

after supper, saying,

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

Do this in remembrance of me.
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Blessed is Jesus, the Bread of Life:

Dying you destroyed our death;

Rising you restored our life;

Come to us, Lord Jesus.
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Be with us now, 

breathe your Spirit into this bread and wine

and into our lives,

that we may grow in Christ,

and be the breath of love

in our being and becoming. 
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Calling us to Christlike living,

fulfil in us all that you intend,

as in our lives, 

and in community with Christ,

we worship you,

source and ground and purpose of our being,

now and throughout all ages.

Amen.

John Schofield



Lord’s Prayer & Communion

OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
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The bread is broken

The broken bread we share

is the body of Christ;

A sign of all that we live

and risk together

as the community of Christ.
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Words of invitation

Come God’s people,

come and share in Christ’s kingdom

The body and blood of Christ, 

keep you in eternal life.  Amen.
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Music during communion

At the conclusion, silence is shared.

Eat this bread

drink this cup

come to me and never be hungry.

Eat this bread

drink this cup

trust in me and you will not thirst

Taize



Prayers of Commitment
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LIVING ONE,

Creator and Lover of the world,

we offer our lives to you this day,

and our life together in you.

Accept us as we are,

with all our stumbling and all our courage.

Guide us into what you would have us be…
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And in the power of the Spirit

enable us to be a sign of your presence 

in the world,

in the name of Jesus, 

your true and well-beloved.  

Amen.



Announcements

To make a donation to support the mission and ministry of 

St Mark’s, text ‘STMARKS 5’ to 70085 to donate £5. 

This costs £5 plus std. rate message; you can give any whole 

amount between £1 and £20.
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Alternatively, please join our regular giving scheme

by emailing the office. You can also give by scanning 

the QR code with your phone. Thank you.
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Blessing

The blessing of God,

Ground of Being, 

Bread of Life and 

Spirit of Peace

rest upon you and all whom you love,

both living and departed,

now and always. Amen.



Final Hymn
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God is love: his the care,
tending each, ev'rywhere.
God is love, all is there!
Jesus came to show him,
that we all might know him!

Sing aloud, loud, loud!
Sing aloud, Ioud, loud!
God is good! God is truth!
God is beauty! Praise him!



None can see God above;
we can share life and love;
thus may we Godward move,
seek him in creation,
holding ev'ry nation.

Sing aloud, loud, loud!
Sing aloud, Ioud, loud!
God is good! God is truth!
God is beauty! Praise him!
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Jesus lived on the earth,
hope and life brought to birth
and affirmed human worth,
for he came to save us
by the truth he gave us.

Sing aloud, loud, loud!
Sing aloud, Ioud, loud!
God is good! God is truth!
God is beauty! Praise him!
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To our Lord praise we sing,
light and life, friend and King,
coming down, love to bring,
pattern for our duty,
showing God in beauty.

Sing aloud, loud, loud!
Sing aloud, Ioud, loud!
God is good! God is truth!
God is beauty! Praise him!
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Words: Percy Dearmer (1867-1936) alt

Tune: Personent Hodie



Commission

By love and through the maker:

We will walk in wonder.

By faith and through Jesus:

We will walk in justice.

By hope and through the Holy Spirit:

We will walk in wisdom and in joy. Ruth Burgess
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:

In the name of Christ.  

Amen
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Voluntary

Allegro - 4th mvt of Sonata No. 8 in C

G B Pescetti (1704 - 66)

Played by Zulfiqar Willington 
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Friendship Time

Sharing in the hospitality of Christ continues after this service 

in breakout rooms,  in the conversations we have on the phone

in the postcards or emails we share with each other

and wherever and whenever 

friendship is shared in Christ’s name.

After the service ends, you will be invited to join 

a randomly-generated break-out room where up to 5 households 

are able to chat. If you don’t want to join one, please leave the 

meeting at the end of the Voluntary.

Thank you!



The following sources have been used in compiling this service:  

‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of 

England,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006 

Fire & Bread, Ruth Burgess (Ed) and locally crafted texts. 

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright 

Licence Number 887387 and OneLicense A632945.

The image on the front cover is of Rublev’s Icon of the Trinity, 

also known as, The Hospitality of Abraham. 
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