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Welcome! 
 

Take time to settle. 
 

Use these opening minutes to ... 
 

become aware ... 
of the surroundings, 

of those around, 
of those you carry within. 

 

Gathering 
 

Come to us this night, O God, 

Come to us with light. 
 

Speak to us this night, O God, 

Speak to us your truth. 
 

Dwell with us this night, O God, 

Dwell with us in love. 
Iona Community 

 

The leader welcomes everyone to the space and introduces the service. 

 

Thanks be to you, O Christ, 

For the many Gifts you have bestowed on us, 

each day and night, each sea and land, 

each weather fair, each calm, each wild. 
 

Each night may we remember your mercy 

given so gently and generously. 

Each thing we have received, from you it came; 

each thing for which we hope, from your love it will come; 

each thing we enjoy, it is of your bounty; 

each thing we ask, comes of your disposing. 
 

O God, from whom each thing that is, freely flows, 

Grant that no tie over strict, no tie over dear, 

may be between ourselves and this world. Amen. 
Iona Community 



Attending 

 

We are smaller than the world...  

I am only one person. I am small. I am nothing. Compared to the 

unimaginable distances of space, the ever-spreading deserts, the 

vastness of the oceans, I go unnoticed in the crowd. I can't do 

anything, make any real difference, have any effect. Like dropping a 

grain of sand in the sea, not even a ripple stirs the surface. The world 

is bigger than I, too big for me to cause even a ripple.  

pause 

We are as numerous as the stars in the sky, and seemingly as 

insignificant. As small in this world as a grain of sand on the beach, as 

a tear-drop in the sea. So many people, dispersed throughout the 

world. But each of us only one. The world is an ocean in which we 

are dissolved, from a distance we go unseen and unnoticed.  

Mothering God, nurturer, comforter, 

We pray for those who are small in this world.  

Whose voice is lost in the clamour of the everyday.  

Who go unnoticed among the crowd. 

May they feel your presence, 

and may we strive to bring that presence to life.  

Chant 

we sing or listen as we pray together: 

The Kingdom of God is justice and peace 
and joy in the Holy Spirit! 

Come Lord, and open in us 

the gates of your kingdom. 

Taizé 



We pray for ourselves,  

when we feel small and insignificant, 

when we are overwhelmed  

by the distance and spaces surrounding us. 

Guard us from feeling powerless, from giving up before we begin. 
Enable us to use the strengths we have,  

to bring about the changes we wish to see.  

pause 

We are bigger than the world...  

It’s a small world... this town, this city, this country... and it only gets 

smaller. I talk to people across the country, across the world as much 

as, more than, I talk to the people next door. There's nothing to stop 

me driving from one country to another, flying across oceans, across 

whole continents. The whole world is on my doorstep, I can go 

where I please. The world is not so big, not so special anymore.  

pause 

This world of ours is small, and shrinking, growing ever more 

compact day by day. We can get a message to anyone, no matter 

where they are, in a matter of seconds. We are linked to people in 

every corner of the globe. Borders between countries have blurred, 

lessened, barriers broken down. Connections spread across these 

borders, unaware of the distinctions of nationality, language, and 

distance.  

 
Father God, Creator, Sustainer, 

We pray for those who feel big in this world, 

who make decisions that will affect the lives of many 

who have power over those smaller and weaker than themselves  

May they understand the importance of their position 

and use their power to create connections rather than barriers.  

 



Chant 

we sing or listen as we pray together: 

The Kingdom of God is justice and peace 

and joy in the Holy Spirit! 

Come Lord, and open in us 

the gates of your kingdom. 

Taizé 

We pray for ourselves,  

when we think ourselves too important to change our ways,  

too big to have to fit the needs of the world. 

Guard us from the complacency  

which thinks that everyone but us is at fault,  

which believes we are living in the world while we are living off it.  

Lead us to realise the effect our actions have  

on those we have never met,  
and enable us to use the influence we have  

to speak for those who have none.  

pause 

We are part of the world...  

We are here as individuals, as whole within ourselves as each tiny cell 

of which we are made. We stand alone, independent. As individuals 

we have everything we need to survive. We are separate from the 

world, and yet cannot disconnect ourselves from it. We are 

inextricably linked to every person and living thing around us. We 
breathe the same air, walk the same earth, are warmed by the same 

sun and guided by the same moon.  

pause 

Each of us a member of a community; a university, workplace, church, 

household. Just as many grains of sand come from one rock, we are 

members of the one body, and all owe our being to the one creator. 



Each of us different, each of us unique, but connected, interlinked, 

supported by and supporting others.  

God within each of us, 

allow us to see that we are individuals  

and yet also members of a worldwide community. 

May we be able to combine these two identities  

without compromising either. 

Give us the gift of understanding,  

that we might see the threads  

connecting us with the world around us.  

Chant 

we sing or listen as we pray together: 

The Kingdom of God is justice and peace 

and joy in the Holy Spirit! 

Come Lord, and open in us 

the gates of your kingdom. 

Taizé 

 

Responding 
 
We share a time of silence for our own reflections and prayers, lasting 

approximately 10 minutes. 

 

During this time, you might like to light a candle as a sign of prayer. 

 
At the end of the silence, we sing or listen together: 

 

The Kingdom of God is justice and peace 

and joy in the Holy Spirit! 

Come Lord, and open in us 

the gates of your kingdom. 

Taizé 
 

 



Venturing 
 
O Trinity of Love, 

You have been with us at the world’s beginning, 

Be with us till the world’s end. 

 

You have been with us at our life’s shaping, 

Be with us at our life’s end. 

 

You have been with us at the sun’s rising, 

Be with us till the day’s end.  

 
The blessing of the God of life be ours, 

The blessing of the loving Christ be ours, 

The blessing of the Holy Spirit be ours, 

To cherish us, to help us, to make us holy. 

Amen. 
Iona Community 

 

 

 

Please feel free to stay for social time after the service. 

 
 

Please consider making a donation to support the work of St Mark’s Church. 
You can make a donation by texting 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This 

costs £5 plus a std rate msg. Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole 
amount up to £20. 

 

Thank you. 
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