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Welcome
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Introit: 

Cantate Domino

Welcome and Singing Bowl

Followed by a period of quiet reflection



Opening Hymn
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Our God is a great big God,

our God is a great big God, 

our God is a great big God 

and he holds us in his hands

and he holds us in his hands.
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He's higher than a skyscraper,

And he's deeper than a submarine. 

He's wider than the universe, 

And beyond my wildest dreams.

And he's known me and he's loved me, 

Since before the world began. 

How wonderful to be a part ,

Of God's amazing plan.



Our God is a great big God,

our God is a great big God, 

our God is a great big God 

and he holds us in his hands

and he holds us in his hands.

Words and Music: Jo Hemming and Nigel Hemming

Copyright: 2001 Vineyard Song



Prayers of Approach
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May God be with you

And also with you
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The hand of God encircles us:

God of our beginnings holding us firm.

The feet of Christ walk before us:

God of our journeying showing us the way.

The wings of the Holy Spirit lift us up:

God, who is our company, our energy, our joy.

Amen.



Prayers of Penitence and Renewal

Gracious God,

we know that we have not always been faithful to you:

when the noise of the world has been too loud;

when being your church has seemed too difficult.

Loving God,

You know what is in our hearts,

You know that we long to do better,

You know how to turn around 

our failings and weaknesses.
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Help us to hear your word of forgiveness

And know ourselves forgiven, loved and set free.

Loving God,

For your unfailing belief in us,

For the new life you offer us,

We bring our thanks and praise.

In Christ we are set free.

Through Christ we are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.  Amen.
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The Peruvian Gloria

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Father.

To God be glory forever. To God be glory forever.

Alleluia! Amen. Alleluia! Amen. (repeat 3 times)

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to Christ Jesus…

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit…

Traditional Peruvian (collected by John Ballantine, b 1945)
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Collect

14

Merciful God,

your Son came to save us:

may we trust in your mercy

and know your love,

rejoicing in the righteousness

that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.



Journeying Together in Faith

As we prepare to explore God’s word,

let us pray together:

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ,

whatever our age or experience.

The love of God be with us all.

Amen
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Gospel – Mark 7: 31-37(NIV)

Read by Alice Newitt
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Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Mark.

Glory to you, O Lord.

Reading…

At the end:

This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you O Christ



Reflection
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Reflection from Sarah Rose

‘New Beginnings'

Followed by music for reflection



Prayers of the People

Led by Lizzie Ilsley

In hope and faith:

We open our hearts to you.

Help us to open our eyes and ears to each other,

to dare to love one another, because of,

not in spite of, our beautiful diversity.

In hope and faith:

We open our hearts to you. Amen. 19



Song & Greeting of Peace

20

Those who sow in peace

raise a harvest of righteousness.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another



Offertory Hymn
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Let us talents and tongues employ,

reaching out with a shout of joy:

bread is broken, the wine is poured,

Christ is spoken and seen and heard.

Jesus lives again,

earth can breathe again,

pass the word around

loaves abound!



Christ is able to make us one,

at his table he sets the tone,

teaching people to live, to bless,

love in word and in deed express.

Jesus lives again,

earth can breathe again,

pass the word around

loaves abound!
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Jesus calls us in, sends us out

bearing fruit in a world of doubt,

gives us love to tell, bread to share:

God-Immanuel everywhere!

Jesus lives again,

earth can breathe again,

pass the word around

loaves abound!
Words: Fred Kaan (1929-2009) 

Jamaican folk-song adapted by Dorren Potter



Abiding

Preparation

24

Creator God,

Give us a heart for simple things;

Love and laughter,

Bread and wine,

Tales and dreams.
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Fill our lives with green and growing hope,

Make us a people of justice

Whose song is ‘Alleluia’

And whose name breathes love.

Amen



The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray:

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Question Why is it right to give thanks and praise?

Answer Listen, and we will hear

Lord of all life,

you created the universe,

where all living things reflect your glory.

You give us this great and beautiful earth,

to discover and to cherish.
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You give us friends and families

busy streets for young and old,

the life of an earthly city

fulfilled in your city to come.

You made us all,

each wonderfully different,

to join with the angels

and sing your praise:



Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.
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We thank you, loving God,

because, when we turned away,

you sent Jesus, your Son.

He gave his life for us

and shows us the way to live.

Send your Holy Spirit

that these gifts of bread and wine

may be for us Christ’s body and his blood.
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Question Why do we share this bread and wine?

Answer Listen, and we will hear.

On the night before he died,

when darkness had fallen, Jesus took bread.

He gave thanks, broke it,

and shared it with his disciples, saying:

‘This is my body, given for you.

Do this to remember me.’
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After they had eaten, 

he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, 

and shared it with his disciples, saying:

‘This is my blood, 

poured out for you and for many,

for the forgiveness of sins.’
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So, with this bread and this cup

we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.

As you feed us with these gifts,

send your Holy Spirit,

and change us more and more

to be like Jesus.
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Question How do we follow Jesus Christ?

Answer Listen, and we will hear.

Help us, God, to love one another,

as we look forward to that day

when suffering is ended,

and all creation is gathered in your loving arms.
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And now with Mary, Mark and John

and all your saints

we give you glory,

through Jesus Christ,

in the strength of the Spirit,

today and for ever.

Amen.
Common Worship Prayer Two (adapted)



The Lord’s Prayer
OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
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The bread is broken

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, 

we are one body,

because we all share 

in one bread.
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Words of invitation follow

Come God’s people,

come and share in Christ’s kingdom

The body and blood of Christ, 

keep you in eternal life.  Amen.



40At the conclusion, silence is shared.

Music during communion

Let all who are thirsty come,

let all who wish receive

the water of life freely.

Amen, come Lord Jesus.

Amen come Lord Jesus.

Taize



Prayers of Commitment
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Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe,

creator of light and giver of life,

to you be glory and praise for ever.

In Jesus your light shines in the world

and your Holy Spirit, 

as a stream of life-giving water,

refreshes and renews the face of the earth.
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Let your light shine in us,

that we may be beacons of justice;

your waters refresh us

that we may be bearers of hope.

Amen



Announcements

To support the ministry of this church 

please visit the website.

Thank you.
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Blessing

May God the Holy Spirit,

who hovered over the waters of creation

and formed the world from chaos,

form you in the likeness of Christ and 

renew the face of the earth. 
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And the blessing of God

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer

rest upon you and all whom you love 

both living and departed

now and always. Amen.



Final Hymn
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One more step along the world I go.

One more step along the world I go.

From the old things to the new

Keep me travelling along with you.

And it's from the old I travel to the new.

Keep me travelling along with you.
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Give me courage when the world is rough,

Keep me loving though the world is tough.

Leap and sing in in all I do,

Keep me travelling along with you. 

And it's from the old I travel to the new.

Keep me travelling along with you.
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You are older than the world can be,

You are younger than the life in me.

Ever old and ever new,

Keep me travelling along with you.

And it's from the old I travel to the new.

Keep me travelling along with you.

Sydney Carter (1915-2004); Tune: Southcote



Commission

By love and through the maker:

We will walk in wonder.

By faith and through Jesus:

We will walk in justice.

By hope and through the Holy Spirit:

We will walk in wisdom and in joy.
Ruth Burgess

49



Commission

Go in the light and peace of Christ 

Thanks be to God. 

50



51

Voluntary

Oh When the Saints

Streetview Dixie Club
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Friendship Time

Sharing in the hospitality of Christ continues after this service 

in breakout rooms,  in the conversations we have on the phone

in the postcards or emails we share with each other

and wherever and whenever 

friendship is shared in Christ’s name.

After the service ends, you will be invited to join 

a randomly-generated break-out room where up to 5 households are able to 

chat. If you don’t want to join one, please leave the meeting at the end of the 

Voluntary. Thank you!



The following sources have been used in compiling this 

service: ‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of 

England’; ‘The New Zealand Prayer Book (1989)’; Prayers for an 

Inclusive Church,’ by Steven Shakespeare; Liturgies for the Journey of 

Life by Dorothy McRae-McMahon (The Iona Community Worship Book); 

Adopted from Louise Gough “Promises” (Magnet: Spring 2011); and 

locally crafted texts.

Hymns and songs are reproduced under Church Copyright Licence 

Number 887387 and OneLicense A632945.

Scripture quotations are from the New International Version of the Bible.
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