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The world has been created for everyone's use,

but you few rich are trying to keep it for yourselves.

For not merely the possession of the earth,

but the very sky, the air, and the sea

are claimed for the use of the rich few…

The earth belongs to all, not just to the rich.

St. Ambrose of Milan (340-397)
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Gathering

Introit

Holy is the true light

William H Harris 1883-1973
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Welcome and Singing Bowl 



Opening Hymn
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Lord for the years

your love has kept and guided,

urged and inspired us, 

cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us, 

pardoned and provided, 

Lord of the years,

we bring our thanks today.
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Lord, for our land,

in this our generation,

spirits oppressed by pleasure, 

wealth and care:

for young and old,

for commonwealth and nation, 

Lord of our land,

be pleased to hear our prayer.
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Lord, for ourselves; 

in living pow'r remake us,

self on the cross

and Christ upon the throne;

past put behind us, 

for the future take us, 

Lord of our lives,

to live for Christ alone.

Words:Timothy Dudley-Smith (1926)

Music: L Michael Baughen (b. 1930), arr. David Iliff (b. 1939)



Prayers of Approach
May God be with you

And also with you.

EVER-BECKONING GOD,

you call us to leave behind falsehood

and seek our integrity in you:

may our hearts be open to your love

and our minds to your truth,

that we may learn to worship what is worthy

and to serve what is good,

in Jesus’ name. Amen. 9



The Collect 

HEAVENLY Father,

by the power of your Holy Spirit

you give to your faithful people

new life in the water of baptism.

Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit,

that we who are born again

may serve you in faith and love,

and grow into the full stature of your Son,

Jesus Christ.  Amen.
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Presenting Ruth to the Congregation
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Members of St Mark’s introduce Ruth at the front of 

church

We present Ruth to be baptized

and to take her place within the body of Christ.



12

As part of the Church of Christ, we all have a duty to 

support Ruth by prayer, example and teaching. 

So I ask all present today: 

Will you support Ruth as she begins her journey of faith? 

With the help of God, we will. 

Will you help her to live and grow within God’s family? 

With the help of God, we will. 



The Decision

We all wander far from God and lose our way: 

Christ comes to find us and welcomes us home. 
In baptism we respond to God’s call. 

Therefore I ask Ruth’s parents and godparents: 



Do you turn away from sin?   I do. 

Do you reject evil?   I do. 

Ruth and her parents and godparents, turn.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?  I do. 

Do you trust in Christ as Lord?  I do. 
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Let us affirm together the faith 

into which Ruth is to be baptized.

We believe in God the Father, from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts 

through faith, and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,

who strengthens us with power from on high.

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen.
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FAITHFUL and loving God,

bless those who care for Ruth

and grant them your gifts

of love, wisdom and faith.

Pour upon them your healing

and reconciling love,

and protect their home from all evil.

Fill them with the light of your presence

and establish them in the joy of your kingdom,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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Parents and godparents are anointed with holy oil

For strength and inspiration, with these words:

I anoint you for service;

remain faithful to your calling

as God remains faithful to you.
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Chant

During which the baptism party moves to the font

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful

In the Lord I will rejoice

Look to God, do not be afraid

In him rejoicing the Lord is good

In him rejoicing the Lord is good.

Taize
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Prayer over the Water

Praise God who made heaven and earth

Who keeps his promise for ever.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God

It is right to give thanks and praise
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The Baptism
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There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism:

by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body.

Ruth, we welcome you into the fellowship of faith;

we are children of the same heavenly Father;

we welcome you.

Welcome



Peruvian Gloria 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest.

To God be glory forever. To God be glory forever.

Alleluia! Amen. Alleluia! Amen. (repeat 3 times)

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to Christ Jesus…

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit…

Traditional Peruvian (collected by John Ballantine, b 1945)
22



Gospel 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Mark

Glory to you, O Lord.

Reading: Mark 9.38-end

At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Prayers of the People, led by John Schofield

The following set of biddings and responses may be used:

God of life and love:

Graciously hear us.

Living, suffering, loving God,

Hear us and help us 

to care for your creation.   Amen.
John Schofield
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Greeting of Peace

Those who sow in peace

raise a harvest of righteousness.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another
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Offertory Hymn
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I, the Lord of sea and sky,

I have heard my people cry.

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.

I who made the stars of night,

I will make their darkness bright.

Who will bear my light to them?

Whom shall I send?
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Here I am, Lord.

Is it I, Lord?

I have heard you calling in the night.

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.

I will hold your people in my heart.
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I, the Lord of snow and rain,

I have borne my people’s pain.

I have wept for love of them.  They turn away.

I will break their hearts of stone,

give them hearts for love alone.

I will speak my word to them.

Whom shall I send?



33

Here I am, Lord.

Is it I, Lord?

I have heard you calling in the night.

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.

I will hold your people in my heart.
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I, the Lord of wind and flame,

I will tend the poor and lame.

I will set a feast for them.

My hand will save.

Finest bread I will provide

till their hearts be satisfied.

I will give my life to them.

Whom shall I send?
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Here I am, Lord.

Is it I, Lord?

I have heard you calling in the night.

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.

I will hold your people in my heart.

Words: Daniel L. Schutte (born 1947) 

Tune: Here I am Lord



Abiding

Preparation

Creator God,

Give us a heart for simple things;

Love and laughter,

Bread and wine,

Tales and dreams.
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Fill our lives with green and growing hope,

Make us a people of justice

Whose song is ‘Alleluia’

And whose name breathes love.

Amen
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Lifegiving God, your word speaks into chaos,

giving shape to that which is unformed.

We are thankful for this beautiful earth,

for each life and all life in its wonderful diversity.

We are mindful of humanity’s misuse of resources

and long to be partners in a new creativity.

Therefore, with all who share this fragile earth,

we join our voices in the eternal song of hope singing:
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Locally crafted text



Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.
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How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.

As a mother tenderly gathers her children,

you embraced a people as your own.

When they turned away and rebelled

your love remained steadfast.

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, 

born of Mary, to be the living bread,

in whom all our hungers are satisfied.  

He offered his life for all, 

and with a love stronger than death

he opened wide his arms on the cross. 41



On the night before he died,

he came to supper with his friends

and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.

He broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

This is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 

of sins. Do this, in remembrance of me.



Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you

these gifts of your creation;

may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

Form us in the likeness of Christ,

that we may fulfil your great commission

and the whole earth may sing your glory:

Blessing and honour and glory and power

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.
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Eucharistic Prayer G, adapted



Lord’s Prayer & Communion
OUR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever.  Amen.
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The bread is broken

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

Words of invitation follow

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father. 45



During Communion the choir sings

A blessing on our gathering (3 times)

The harvest of God’s seeds

A blessing on our giving (3 times)

Born of fearless strength
Words: Steven Shakespeare

Music:Andrew Sanderson 

At the conclusion, silence is shared.
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Prayers of Commitment

Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe,

creator of light and giver of life,

to you be glory and praise for ever.

In Jesus your light shines in the world

and your Holy Spirit, as a stream of life-giving water,

refreshes and renews the face of the earth.
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Let your light shine in us,

that we may be beacons of justice;

your waters refresh us

that we may be bearers of hope.

Amen.
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Announcements

To support the ministry of this church 

please visit the website.

Thank you.

49



Gift of Light
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Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world.

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,

but will have the light of life.’

Receive the light of Christ;

walk in this light all the days of your life.

May God kindle in you

the flame of faith

the fire of love

and the torch of truth.  Amen.



May God the Holy Spirit,

who hovered over the waters of creation

and formed the world from chaos,

form you in the likeness of Christ 

and renew the face of the earth. 
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Blessing



And the blessing of God,

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer

rest upon you and all whom you love,

both living and departed, 

now and always.  

Amen.
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Final Hymn
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Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,

naught be all else to me save that thou art;

thou my best thought in the day and the night,

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Riches I need not, nor all the world's praise,

thou mine inheritance through all my days;

thou, and thou only, the first in my heart,

high King of heaven, my treasure thou art!
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High King of heaven, when battle is done,

grant heaven's joy to me, O bright heav'n's sun;

Christ of my own heart, whatever befall,

still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Words: Irish 8th century, trans. Mary Byrne (1880-1931) and 

Eleanor Hull (1860-1935)

Tune: Slane



Commission

Go in the light and peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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Voluntary
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Elegy

GT Thalben-Ball


