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Welcome

A warm welcome to everyone joining together this morning, 

especially if this is your first visit 

to St Mark’s.

Thank you for being here.

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.

Before the service begins,

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection.
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The world has been created for everyone's use,

but you few rich are trying to keep it for yourselves.

For not merely the possession of the earth,

but the very sky, the air, and the sea

are claimed for the use of the rich few…

The earth belongs to all, not just to the rich.

St. Ambrose of Milan (340-397)
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Gathering

Introit:

Sicut cervus

Palestrina (1525-94)

Welcome (4th Sunday before COP26)

and Singing Bowl



Opening Hymn
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O Jesus, I have promised

to serve thee to the end;

be thou for ever near me,

my Master and my Friend:

I shall not fear the battle

if thou art by my side,

nor wander from the pathway

if thou wilt be my guide.



O let me feel thee near me:

the world is ever near;

I see the sights that dazzle, 

the tempting sounds I hear;

my foes are ever near me,

around me, and within;

but, Jesus, draw thou nearer,

and shield my soul from sin.
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O let me see thy foot-marks,

and in them plant mine own;

my hope to follow duly

is in thy strength alone:

O guide me, call me, draw me,

uphold me to the end;

and then in heaven receive me,

my Saviour and my Friend.

Credit: John Ernest Bode (1816-1874)

Tune: Wolvercote



Prayers of Approach
May God be with you

And also with you.

EVER-BECKONING GOD,

you call us to leave behind falsehood

and seek our integrity in you:

may our hearts be open to your love

and our minds to your truth,

that we may learn to worship what is worthy

and to serve what is good,

in Jesus’ name. Amen. 9



Prayers of Penitence & Renewal

We remain standing for our prayers of penitence, please sit if 

you prefer.

As we reflect upon the ways in which

we diminish one another

and our beautiful earth’s resources,

we come before God in sorrow

and to renew our commitment.

Silence for preparation 10



Refresh our insight, Living One.

Help us to become children again,

alive to the newness and wonder of things,

ready to ask the troubling questions.

Refresh our compassion, Loving One.

Help us to build a world of inclusion,

where many voices, bodies and experiences

weave together the web of justice.
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Refresh our rage, Challenging One.

Help us resist 

the forces of enslavement and empire,

the colonizing of peoples

and the killing of the earth and its creatures.
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Steven Shakespeare



Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy.

May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you,

heal you and strengthen you

and give you the courage 

to make a difference.

Amen
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Peruvian Gloria 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest.

To God be glory forever. To God be glory forever.

Alleluia! Amen. Alleluia! Amen. (repeat 3 times)

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to Christ Jesus…

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit…

Traditional Peruvian (collected by John Ballantine, b 1945)
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The Collect 

Faithful God, 

whose steadfast love never ceases

and whose mercies never come to an end:

grant us the grace to trust you

and to receive the gifts of love

new every morning,

through Jesus Christ, Amen.

Common Worship
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Journeying Together in Faith

As we prepare to explore God’s word,

let us pray together:

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ,

whatever our age or experience.

The love of God be with us all.

Amen
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Attending

First Reading: Hebrews 4.12-end

Read by Frances Gray
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At the end:

God of our yearning;

We seek you.

Followed by music



Gospel 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Mark

Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark: 10.17-31 

At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Revd Dr Beth Keith

Afterwards we share a time of quiet
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Prayers of the People   led by Jane Padget

The following set of biddings and responses may be used:

God of life and love:

Graciously hear us.

Living, suffering, loving God,

Hear us and help us 

to care for your creation.   Amen.

John Schofield
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Greeting of Peace

Those who sow in peace

raise a harvest of righteousness.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another

27



Offertory Hymn
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There's a wideness in God's mercy,

Like the wideness of the sea;

There's a kindness in his justice,

Which is more than liberty

There is no place where earth's sorrows

are more felt than in God's heaven:

There is no place where earth's failings

have such kindly judgement given.
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For the love of God is broader

than the grasp of mortal mind;

and the heart of the Eternal

is most wonderfully kind.

If our love were but more simple,

We would take him at his word;

And our lives be filled with glory

from the glory of the Lord.

Credit: Music: Maurice Bevan (1921-2006), Words: Frederick William Faber (1814 - 1863)

Tune: Corvedale



Abiding
Preparation

Creator God,

Give us a heart for simple things;

Love and laughter,

Bread and wine,

Tales and dreams.
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Fill our lives with green and growing hope,

Make us a people of justice

Whose song is ‘Alleluia’

And whose name breathes love.

Amen
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Lifegiving God, your word speaks into chaos,

giving shape to that which is unformed.

We are thankful for this beautiful earth,

for each life and all life in its wonderful diversity.

We are mindful of humanity’s misuse of resources

and long to be partners in a new creativity.

Therefore, with all who share this fragile earth,

we join our voices in the eternal song of hope singing:
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Locally crafted text



Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of truth and love.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
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How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.

As a mother tenderly gathers her children,

you embraced a people as your own.

When they turned away and rebelled

your love remained steadfast.

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, 

born of Mary, to be the living bread,

in whom all our hungers are satisfied.  

He offered his life for all, 

and with a love stronger than death

he opened wide his arms on the cross. 35



On the night before he died,

he came to supper with his friends

and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.

He broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

This is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 36



Do this, in remembrance of me.

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you

these gifts of your creation;

may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

Form us in the likeness of Christ,

that we may fulfil your great commission

and the whole earth may sing your glory:

Blessing and honour and glory and power

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.
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Eucharistic Prayer G, adapted



Lord’s Prayer & Communion
OUR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever.  Amen.
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The bread is broken

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

Words of invitation follow

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father. 39



A blessing on our gathering (3 times)

The harvest of God’s seeds

A blessing on our giving (3 times)

Born of fearless strength

Words: Steven Shakespeare

Music:Andrew Sanderson 

At the conclusion, silence is shared.
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Prayers of Commitment

Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe,

creator of light and giver of life,

to you be glory and praise for ever.

In Jesus your light shines in the world

and your Holy Spirit, as a stream of life-giving water,

refreshes and renews the face of the earth.
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Let your light shine in us,

that we may be beacons of justice;

and your waters refresh us

that we may be bearers of hope.

Amen
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Announcements

To support the ministry of this church please use 

the card reader at the back of church or 

visit the website for more options.

Thank you.
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May the God who lives in the heart of things

be the source of our life.

May the God who loves in the heart of things

be the source of our compassion.

May the God who is the ground of all things

be the blessing in our midst.
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Blessing



And the blessing of God,

Creator, Redeemer and Spirit of Life

rest upon you and all whom you love,

both living and departed, 

now and always.  

Amen.
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Final Hymn
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Will you come and follow me

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know

and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown,

will you let my name be known,

will you let my life be grown,

in you and you in me?
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Will you leave yourself behind

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind

and never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare

should your life attract or scare?

Will you let me answer prayer

in you and you in me?
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Lord, your summons echoes true 

when you but call my name.

Let me turn and follow you 

and never be the same. 

In your company I'll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow 

in you and you in me.

Credit: John L Bell (born 1949) and Graham Maule (1958-2019)

Tune: Kelvingrove



Commission

Go in the light and peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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Voluntary
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Voluntary in D

Edward Elgar (1857-1934)


