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Welcome

A warm welcome to everyone joining together this morning, 

especially if this is your first visit 

to St Mark’s.

Thank you for being here.

Our celebration is richer for your part in it.

Before the service begins,

you are invited to share in a time of quiet reflection.
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The world has been created for everyone's use,

but you few rich are trying to keep it for yourselves.

For not merely the possession of the earth,

but the very sky, the air, and the sea

are claimed for the use of the rich few…

The earth belongs to all, not just to the rich.

St. Ambrose of Milan (340-397)
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Gathering

Introit:

The Lamb

John Taverner (1944 - 2013), arr Andrew Sanderson

Welcome



On this third Sunday before the COP26 talks,

we pray

For world leaders to agree radical actions in Glasgow 

this November that will help protect our world from 

the impact of global heating for future generations. 

We pray especially for our leaders who host this 

summit and the staff who support them. Amen

Singing Bowl



Opening Hymn
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Come down O love divine,

Seek thou this soul of mine,

And visit it with thine own ardour glowing;

O Comforter draw near,

Within my heart appear,

And kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.



O let it freely burn,

Till earthly passions turn

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;

And let they glorious light

shine ever on my sight,

And clothe me round, the while my path consuming.
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And so the yearning strong,

With which the soul will long,

Shall far outpass the pow'r of human telling;

Nor can we guess its grace,

Till we become the place

wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.

Text: Bianco da Siena (d. 1434), trans. Richard F Littledale 
(1833 - 1890), Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Tune: Down Ampney



Prayers of Approach
May God be with you

And also with you.

EVER-BECKONING GOD,

you call us to leave behind falsehood

and seek our integrity in you:

may our hearts be open to your love

and our minds to your truth,

that we may learn to worship what is worthy

and to serve what is good,

in Jesus’ name. Amen. 10



Prayers of Penitence & Renewal

As we reflect upon the ways in which 

we diminish one another 

and our beautiful earth’s resources,

we come before God in sorrow

and to renew our commitment.

Silence for preparation
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Refresh our insight, Living One.

Help us to become children again,

alive to the newness and wonder of things,

ready to ask the troubling questions.

Refresh our compassion, Loving One.

Help us to build a world of inclusion,

where many voices, bodies and experiences

weave together the web of justice.
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Refresh our rage, Challenging One.

Help us resist 

the forces of enslavement and empire,

the colonizing of peoples

and the killing of the earth and its creatures.
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Lord have mercy.

Christ have mercy.

May the God of love and power

forgive you and free you,

heal you and strengthen you

and give you the courage 

to make a difference.

Amen
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Peruvian Gloria 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory in the highest.

To God be glory forever. To God be glory forever.

Alleluia! Amen. Alleluia! Amen. (repeat 3 times)

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to Christ Jesus…

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to the Spirit…

Traditional Peruvian (collected by John Ballantine, b 1945)
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The Collect 

Christ our Lord,

you refused the way of domination

and died the death of a slave.

May we also refuse to lord it

over those who are subject to us,

but share the weight of authority

so that all may be empowered

in your name,  Amen.
Common Worship
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Journeying Together in Faith

As we prepare to explore God’s word,

let us pray together:

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ,

whatever our age or experience.

The love of God be with us all.

Amen
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Attending

First Reading: Hebrews 5.1-10

Read by Cath Williamson
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At the end:

God of our yearning;

We seek you.

Followed by music



Gospel 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Mark

Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark: 10.35-45 

At the end

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Revd Sue Hammersley

Including the image:

Kiss of Betrayal, by Lorna May Wadsworth

With the permission of the artist

Afterwards we share a time of quiet
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Prayers of the People   led by Philip Booth

The following set of biddings and responses may be used:

God of life and love:

Graciously hear us.

Living, suffering, loving God,

Hear us and help us 

to care for your creation.   Amen.

John Schofield
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Greeting of Peace

Those who sow in peace

raise a harvest of righteousness.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

We share a sign of Christ’s peace with one another
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Offertory Hymn
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Here in this place new light is streaming,

now is the darkness vanished away,

see in this space our fears and our dreamings,

brought here to you in the light of this day.

Gather us in – the lost and forsaken,

gather us in – regardless of shame;

call to us now, and we shall awaken,

we shall arise at the sound of our name.
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Not in the dark of buildings confining,

not in some heaven, light-years away.

But here in this place the new light is shining,

now is the Kingdom, now is the day.

Gather us in and hold us for ever,

gather us in and make us your own;

gather us in – all peoples together,

fire of love in our flesh and our bone.

Credit: Marty Haugen (born 1952)
Tune: Gather us in



Abiding

Preparation

Creator God,

Give us a heart for simple things;

Love and laughter,

Bread and wine,

Tales and dreams.
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Fill our lives with green and growing hope,

Make us a people of justice

Whose song is ‘Alleluia’

And whose name breathes love.

Amen
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Lifegiving God, your word speaks into chaos,

giving shape to that which is unformed.

We are thankful for this beautiful earth,

for each life and all life in its wonderful diversity.

We are mindful of humanity’s misuse of resources

and long to be partners in a new creativity.

Therefore, with all who share this fragile earth,

we join our voices in the eternal song of hope singing:
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Locally crafted text



Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.
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How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord.

As a mother tenderly gathers her children,

you embraced a people as your own.

When they turned away and rebelled

your love remained steadfast.

From them you raised up Jesus our Saviour, 

born of Mary, to be the living bread,

in whom all our hungers are satisfied.  

He offered his life for all, 

and with a love stronger than death

he opened wide his arms on the cross. 37



On the night before he died,

he came to supper with his friends

and, taking bread, he gave you thanks.

He broke it and gave it to them, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

This is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 38



Do this, in remembrance of me.

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before you

these gifts of your creation;

may they be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

Form us in the likeness of Christ,

that we may fulfil your great commission

and the whole earth may sing your glory:

Blessing and honour and glory and power

be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer & Communion
OUR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours,  

now and for ever.  Amen.
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The bread is broken

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

Words of invitation follow

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father. 41



A blessing on our gathering (3 times)

The harvest of God’s seeds

A blessing on our giving (3 times)

Born of fearless strength

Words: Steven Shakespeare

Music:Andrew Sanderson 

At the conclusion, silence is shared.
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Prayers of Commitment

Blessed are you, Lord God of the universe,

creator of light and giver of life,

to you be glory and praise for ever.

In Jesus your light shines in the world

and your Holy Spirit, as a stream of life-giving water,

refreshes and renews the face of the earth.
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Let your light shine in us,

that we may be beacons of justice;

and your waters refresh us

that we may be bearers of hope.

Amen
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Announcements

To support the ministry of this church please use 

the card reader at the back of church or 

visit the website for more options.

Thank you.
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May the God who lives in the heart of things

be the source of our life.

May the God who loves in the heart of things

be the source of our compassion.

May the God who is the ground of all things

be the blessing in our midst.
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Blessing



And the blessing of God,

Creator, Redeemer and Spirit of Life

rest upon you and all whom you love,

both living and departed, 

now and always.  

Amen.
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Final Hymn
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We rejoice to be God's chosen

not through virtue, work or skill,

but because God's love is generous,

unconformed to human will.

And because God's love is restless,

like the surging of the sea,

we are pulled by heaven's dynamic

to become, not just to be.
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We rejoice to be God's chosen,

to be gathered to God's side,

not to build a pious ghetto

or be steeped in selfish pride;

but to celebrate the goodness

of the One who sets us free

from the smallness of our vision

to become, not just to be.
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We rejoice to be God's chosen,

to align with heaven's intent,

to await where we are summoned

and accept where we are sent

We rejoice to be God's chosen

and, amidst all that we see,

to anticipate with wonder

that the best is yet to be.

Credit: Words John L Bell (born 1949) Music: Nettleton
Tune: Nettleton



Commission

Go in the light and peace of Christ.

Thanks be to God.
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Voluntary
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Preludio op 156

Joseph Rheinberger


