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Welcome

“We want communion, 

a world renewed, we hope against hope.

With the God of history 

we want to make all things new.”

Brazilian young people 

(World Council of Churches)
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Gathering

Introit: 

O sing joyfully

Adrian Batten (1591 - 1637)
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Welcome and Singing Bowl 



Opening Hymn

Holy wisdom, lamp of learning,

Bless the light that reason lends.

Teach us judgement as we kindle

sparks of thought your Spirit sends.

Sanctify our search of knowledge

and the truth that sets us free.

Come, illumine mind and spirit

joined in deepest unity.
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Vine of truth, in you we flourish;

By your grace we learn and grow.

May the word of Christ among us

shape our life, your will to know.

Joined to Christ in living, dying,

May we help the church convey

witness to the saving gospel,

bearing fruit of faith today.



7

Text: Ruth C Duck (b. 1947)

Tune: In Babilone

Holy God, the hope of nations,

Tune us to your righteous will,

As the symphony of ages

claims our best, our finest skill.

Shape our search for peace and justice

through prophetic word and deed.

Christ, conduct us, set our rhythm,

That God's praise be ever heard.



Prayers of Approach
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The Lord is here.

God’s Spirit is with us.

Be with us, Spirit of God;

Nothing can separate us from your love.

Breathe on us, breath of God;

Fill us with your saving power.

Speak in us, wisdom of God;

Bring strength, healing and peace.



Prayers of Penitence & Renewal
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Christ calls us to share his love

with all the saints in earth and heaven.

Knowing the shortcomings of the world;

let us confess our share 

in what is wrong

Silence for reflection



God forgive us,
for we are fragmented persons.

We mouth liberation, but live oppression.

We shout peace, but live violence and anarchy.

We shout justice, but walk injustice.

We preach love, but practise hate.

Through your compassion,

have mercy on us and make us whole;

that we may discern your voice

and follow your Way. Amen.
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Adapted from a prayer 

by the National Council of Churches of the Philippines 1989



God who is both power and love,

forgive you and free you from all sin,

heal and strengthen you by the Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ.

Amen.
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Gloria
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GLORIA, gloria,

in excelsis deo,

Gloria, gloria,

Alleluia, alleluia.

Taizé

Glory, glory

to God in the highest,

Glory, glory

Alleluia, alleluia !



The Collect 
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God of love

who asks no sacrifice

of animal or outcast:

turn our heart and mind

to love all creatures

and you, the source of life,

that we might find our strength

in the kingdom’s open feast;

through Jesus Christ, the high priest of heaven.

Amen.
Steven Shakespeare



Journeying Together in Faith

As we prepare to explore God’s word,

let us pray together:

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ,

whatever our age or experience.

The love of God be with us all.

Amen
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Attending

First Reading: Deuteronomy 6.1-9

Read by Arthur Button

At the end the reader says:

How is this God’s word of life for us today?

Followed by music for reflection
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Gospel

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Mark

Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 12. 28-34

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Revd Michael Bayley

Afterwards we share in a time of quiet reflection
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Prayers of the People
Led by David Price
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May your presence encourage us.

May your light 

shine through us. 

At the end

Amen



Greeting of Peace

“Where two or three 

are gathered together in my name,”

says the Lord, 

“there am I in the midst of you.”

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.
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We share a sign of peace with one another



Offertory Hymn
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A new commandment I give unto you:

that you love one another as I have loved you,

that you love one another as I have loved you.

By this shall all know that you are my disciples:

if you have love one for another.

By this shall all know that you are my disciples:

if you have love one for another.



A new commandment I give unto you:

that you love one another as I have loved you,

that you love one another as I have loved you.

True love is patient, nor arrogant nor boastful;

Love bears all things, love is eternal.

True love is patient, nor arrogant nor boastful;

Love bears all things, love is eternal.
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Text: vs 1 unknown, vs 2 Aniceto Nazareth, 

based on John 15 and 1 Corinthians 13



Abiding
Preparation

As the grain once scattered in the fields

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside

are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,

so Lord, may your whole Church

soon be gathered together

from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.

Receive them for the renewal of the world. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Christ, our companion,

we thank you for calling us

to be your body here on earth –

each of us a different member

with a unique part to play,

all of us belonging to one another –

united by your Spirit,

bound together in love.
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We thank you for the glorious variety

of those who follow in your way:

people of every age and outlook,

embracing every culture and language,

inhabiting every continent and nation

finding their vocation in you.

And so, with all in every age

who have sought to serve you

and to live in your light,

we raise our voices in acclamation, singing:



Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.
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And now we remember the night

when, before giving up your body to death,

you entrusted it to your own.

At that meal with your friends,

taking a loaf of bread,

you blessed it, broke it into pieces

and offered it them, saying:

‘This is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me’
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A little later, taking a cup of wine

you blessed it and offered it to them,

with these words:

‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.’
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As we remember how your fragile body was broken,

breathe upon us your life-giving Spirit

that all who eat this bread

and drink from this cup

may find their communion in you

and their place within your body –

that what you lived for and died for

may live on in us.

Amen.
Ian Wallis (adapted)

Inspired by 1 Corinthians 11 & 12



Lord’s Prayer & Communion
OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
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The bread is broken and the invitation extended

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.
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Bread and wine,

gifts of the earth, 

work of human hands,

food both of earth 

and of heaven.
Source unknown
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Taizé

During our communion we sing the following chant:

The kingdom of God 

is justice and peace

and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Come, Lord, and open in us 

the gates of your kingdom. 



Prayers of Commitment
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Stir up, O Lord,

the wills of your faithful people;

that we may plenteously bring forth 

the fruit of good works, 

and so may know ourselves 

to be plenteously rewarded;

through Jesus, our Guide upon the Way. 

Amen.



Announcements

To support the ministry of this church please use 

the card reader at the back of church or 

visit the website for more options.

Thank you.
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Blessing
GO FORTH into the world in peace;

be of good courage;

hold fast that which is good;

render to no one evil for evil;

strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;

help the afflicted; honour all people;
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and the blessing of God,

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer,

be among you, and all whom you love,

both living and departed, now and always.

Amen



Final Hymn
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Lord, you call us to a journey, 

to a never ending quest; 

always seeking new horizons, 

always reaching for the best.

Young or old, it makes no difference, 

still the journey's just begun, 

keep on looking in the distance, 

never dream the race is run.
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Let the search for truth continue, 

may its flame for ever burn -

what we know is only partial, 

there is more we need to learn.

Do not fear what seems to challenge, 

do not cling to what is dead. 

Let the voice of God disturb you -

by the way of Christ be led. 
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Text: Nick Fawcett (born 1957)

Tune: Hyfrydol

Faith must always be evolving, 

if it is to stay alive -

not viewed as some destination, 

where one day we must arrive.

Lord, you call us to a journey, 

always taking one step more. 

Help us then to keep believing 

that you hold the best in store.



Commission

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands.

Now we put our lives in yours.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ   Amen.
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Voluntary
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Friendship Time

Praeambulum

Petrus Hasse (1585 - 1640)



The following sources have been used in compiling this service:

‘Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England,’ and 

‘Common Worship: Times and Seasons,’ copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 

2000 & 2006; as well as Industrial Christian Fellowship and North Western 

Baptist Association and locally crafted texts.  Scripture quotations are from the 

New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicized Edition, copyright © 

1989, 1995.  

Hymns and songs are reproduced under 

Church Copyright Licence Number 887387 or OneLicense A-632945. 
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