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Climate Crisis 

 

Welcome! 
 

Take time to settle. 
 

Use these opening minutes to ... 
 

become aware ... 
of the surroundings, 

of those around, 
of those you carry within. 



 

Gathering 
 

From the chaos of emptiness 

From the loneliness and lifelessness 

Come, Creator, Come 

 

From darkness and shapelessness 

From the abyss and awfulness 

Come, Creator, Come 

 

From fearfulness and hopelessness 

From weakness and dreadfulness 

Come, Creator, Come 

 
David Adam, Tides and Seasons: Modern Prayers in the Celtic Tradition, 2010 

 

 

 

Song 

 

1 

Beauty for brokenness 
Hope for despair 
Lord, in the suffering 
This is our prayer 
Bread for the children 
Justice, joy, peace 
Sunrise to sunset 
Your kingdom increase! 
 

 
 
2 
Shelter for fragile lives 
Cures for their ills 
Work for the craftsman 
Trade for their skills 
Land for the dispossessed 
Rights for the weak 
Voices to plead the cause 
Of those who can't speak 
 



God of the poor 
Friend of the weak 
Give us compassion we pray 
Melt our cold hearts 
Let tears fall like rain 
Come, change our love 
From a spark to a flame 

3 
Refuge from cruel wars 
Havens from fear 
Cities for sanctuary 
Freedoms to share 
Peace to the killing-fields 
Scorched earth to green 
Christ for the bitterness 
His cross for the pain 

4 
Rest for the ravaged earth 
Oceans and streams 
Plundered and poisoned 
Our future, our dreams 
Lord, end our madness 
Carelessness, greed 
Make us content with 
The things that we need 

God of the poor… 

5 
Lighten our darkness 
Breathe on this flame 
Until your justice 
Burns brightly again 
Until the nations 
Learn of your ways 
Seek your salvation 
And bring you their praise                   God of the poor… 

Graham Kendrick Copyright © 1993 Make Way Music 



Confession 

Rest for the ravaged earth 
Oceans and streams 
Plundered and poisoned 
Our future, our dreams 
Lord, end our madness 
Carelessness, greed 
Make us content with 
The things that we need 

Graham Kendrick Copyright © 1993 

 

O God, your fertile earth is slowly being stripped of its riches, 

Open our eyes to see 
 
O God, your living waters are slowly being choked with chemicals, 

Open our eyes to see 
 
O God, your clear air is slowly being filled with pollutants, 
Open our eyes to see 
 
O God, your creatures are slowly dying and your people are suffering, 

Open our eyes to see 
 
God our maker, so move us by the wonders of creation, 

That we repent and care more deeply. 
 
So move us to grieve the loss of life, 

That we learn to cherish and protect your world. 
 

Iona Abbey Creation Liturgy, Wild Goose Publications 2001 

 



Attending 

Reading from Colossians 1:15-20(NIV)  

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before 
all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or 
things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the 
cross”.  

Dave Bookless comments in his book Planetwise; “This passage blows 
apart any idea of a cosy, comfortable pocket-size Jesus. Instead Jesus 
is:      The source of creation  
          The sustainer of creation 
          The saviour of creation”.  

A quote from Bill McKibben  

Bill McKibben, the American environmentalist and founder of 350.org 
writes: "I've mostly given up being either optimistic or pessimistic. 
Our odds of success are not incredibly good, but I wake up every day 
saying "What can I do to change the odds a little?  

And it's not impossible, the task that we have ahead. We're not going 
to stop global warming, but slowing it to the point that we can cope 
with it remains within the realms of possibility.  

"Fun" is not quite the right word, but there is something deeply 
satisfying about trying. It's the biggest challenge that humans have 
ever got to take part in. It's exciting to be part of that. To be doing 
something that crucial is a great honour."  

 



Responding 
 

We share a time of silence for our own reflections and prayers, lasting 

approximately 10 minutes. 

During this time, you might like to look at the images of creation shown. 

 

Abiding

 

A prayer from Pope Francis ’Laudato Si’  

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey 
on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.  

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of 
the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe 
and contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with 
every creature as we journey towards your infinite light.  

We thank you for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in 
our struggle for justice, love and peace.  



You are invited to light a candle as a prayer for the climate and for the 
COP 26 UN Climate Talks this November 2021 in Glasgow.  

Venturing 

 
God, grant me the  
serenity to accept the things I cannot change,  
courage to change the things I can,  
and wisdom to know the difference. 
 

Reinhold Niebuhr (1892–1971) 
 

Lead us from Death to Life 
from falsehood to truth. 

 
Lead us from Despair to Hope 

from fear to trust. 
 
Lead us from Hate to Love 
 From War to Peace. 
 
Let Peace fill our hearts 
 our World, our Universe. 
 

 

 

 

Please feel free to stay in the worship space 
for as long as you wish after the service. 

 

 
 
 
 

 



Please consider making a donation to support the work of St Mark’s Church. 
A plate is available at the back of church – please complete and use a Gift Aid 

envelope if you can. Or if you’d prefer, you can make a donation by texting 
'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 plus a std rate msg. 

Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole amount up to £20. 
 

Thank you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Printed on recycled paper. 

 
 

The following sources have been used in compiling this service: [i.list sources] 

Cover image via. NASA Unsplash Licence 

All hymns and songs recorded and licensed under 

 ONE LICENSE A-632945 and CCLI 887387. 
All rights reserved. 


