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Welcome
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“We want communion, 

a world renewed, we hope against hope.

With the God of history 

we want to make all things new.”

Brazilian young people 

(World Council of Churches)



Gathering

Introit:

Grant us thy peace

Mendelssohn (1809 - 47)
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Welcome and Singing Bowl 



Opening Hymn
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O God, our help in ages past,

Our hope for years to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast,

And our eternal home;

Before the hills in order stood,

Or earth received her frame,

From everlasting Thou art God,

To endless years the same.
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Text: Isaac Watts (1674 - 1748)
Music: William Croft (1678 - 1727)
Tune: St Anne

A thousand ages in Thy sight

Are like an evening gone;

Short as the watch that ends the night

Before the rising sun.

O God, our help in ages past,

Our hope for years to come,

Be Thou our guard while troubles last,

And our eternal home!



Prayers of Approach

The Lord is here.

God’s Spirit is with us.

Be with us, Spirit of God;

Nothing can separate us from your love.

Breathe on us, breath of God;

Fill us with your saving power.

Speak in us, wisdom of God;

Bring strength, healing and peace.
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Prayers of Penitence

Let us acknowledge before God

the sins and shortcomings of the world.

Let us confess our share in all that is wrong,

and our failure to seek and establish that peace

which God wills for all people.

Silence for reflection
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God forgive us,
for we are fragmented persons.

We mouth liberation, but live oppression.

We shout peace, but live violence and anarchy.

We shout justice, but walk injustice.

We preach love, but practise hate.

Through your compassion,

have mercy on us and make us whole;

that we may discern your voice

and follow your Way. Amen.
9

National Council of Churches of the Philippines 1989 (adapted)



God who is both power and love,

forgive you and free you,

heal and strengthen you by the Spirit,

and raise you to new life in Christ.

Amen.
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Gloria, setting by John Rutter
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Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth

Lord God heavenly King, almighty God and Father.

We worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.
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Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world

have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father

receive our prayer
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For you alone are the holy one

you alone are the Lord

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit

in the glory of God the Father,    Amen.



The Collect 

God, our refuge and strength,

bring near the day when wars shall cease

and poverty and pain shall end,

that earth may know the peace of heaven

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen
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Common Worship



Journeying Together in Faith

As we prepare to explore God’s word,

let us pray together:

May God guide each of us in the way of Christ,

whatever our age or experience.

The love of God be with us all.

Amen
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Attending

First Reading: Excerpts from, The Hill we Climb

by Amanda Gorman

Read by Gill Macgregor

Followed by music for reflection
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Gospel

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Mark

Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 13.1-8

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Revd Dr Beth Keith

Afterwards we share a time of quiet
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Prayers of the People
Led by Eve Saunders
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May your presence encourage us.

May your light 

shine through us. 

At the end

Amen



Greeting of Peace

‘Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they are God’s own.’

We meet in Christ’s name and share his peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.
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We share with one another a sign of peace
.



Offertory Hymn
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Christ's is the world in which we move,

Christ's are the folk we're summoned to love,

Christ's is the voice which calls us to care

and Christ is the one who calls us here.

To the lost Christ shows his face;

to the unloved he gives his embrace,

to those who cry in pain or disgrace,

Christ makes with his friends a touching place.
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Feel for the people we most avoid,

strange or bereaved or never employed;

feel for the women, and feel for the men

who fear that their living is all in vain.

To the lost Christ shows his face;

to the unloved he gives his embrace,

to those who cry in pain or disgrace,

Christ makes with his friends a touching place.
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Feel for the lives by life confused,

riddled with doubt, in loving abused;

feel for the lonely heart, conscious of sin,

which longs to be pure but fears to begin

To the lost Christ shows his face;

to the unloved he gives his embrace,

to those who cry in pain or disgrace, 

Christ makes with his friends a touching place.

Text: John L Bell & Graham Maule

Tune: Dream Angus



Abiding
Preparation

As the grain once scattered in the fields

and the grapes once dispersed on the hillside

are now reunited on this table in bread and wine,

so Lord, may your whole Church

soon be gathered together

from the corners of the earth into your kingdom.

Receive them for the renewal of the world. 
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The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Christ, our companion,

we thank you for calling us

to be your body here on earth –

each of us a different member

with a unique part to play,

all of us belonging to one another –

united by your Spirit,

bound together in love.
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We thank you for the glorious variety

of those who follow in your way:

people of every age and outlook,

embracing every culture and language,

inhabiting every continent and nation

finding their vocation in you.

And so, with all in every age

who have sought to serve you

and to live in your light,

we raise our voices in acclamation, singing:



Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.
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And now we remember the night

when, before giving up your body to death,

you entrusted it to your own.

At that meal with your friends,

taking a loaf of bread,

you blessed it, broke it into pieces

and offered it them, saying:

‘This is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me’
34
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A little later, taking a cup of wine

you blessed it and offered it to them,

with these words:

‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’
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As we remember how your fragile body was broken,

breathe upon us your life-giving Spirit

that all who eat this bread

and drink from this cup

may find their communion in you

and their place within your body –

that what you lived for and died for

may live on in us.

Amen.
Ian Wallis (adapted)

Inspired by 1 Corinthians 11 & 12



Lord’s Prayer & Communion

OUR FATHER in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and for ever. Amen. 37



The bread is broken and the invitation extended

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.
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Jesus said:

‘Blessed are those who hunger

and thirst after righteousness;

they shall be satisfied.’

Matthew 5:6
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Taizé

During communion we sing the following chant:

The kingdom of God 

is justice and peace

and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Come, Lord, and open in us 

the gates of your kingdom. 



Act of Remembrance and Commitment to Peace

Let us pray

EVER-BECKONING GOD,

lead us from death to Life, from falsehood to Truth.

Lead us from despair to Hope, from fear to Trust.

Lead us from hate to Love, from war to Peace.

Let Peace fill our heart,

our world, our universe. Amen.

40Satish Kumar (adopted by the Prayer for Peace movement)



A Prayer (for those who wish to remember, but can’t)
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Lord, I have no memory of war.

Yet, I remember what it’s like to feel scared;

I remember what it’s like to feel sad;

I remember what it’s like to lose something precious to me.

Help me to use my own memories in understanding

what this act of remembrance is all about

so that I can join my prayers

with those who do remember.  Amen.

Rachel Parkinson.



Act of Remembrance
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They shall grow not old

As we that are left grow old.

Age shall not weary them,

nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun

and in the morning,

we will remember them.        Laurence Binyon (1869-1943)

We will remember them.



Act of Remembrance
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The Silence

Two minutes’ silence is observed.

We remember all whose lives have been diminished by 

war, and all who make sacrifices to bring about lasting 

peace including all who, during this pandemic,

are at the front-line of health care services.

The Last Post is played on the viola
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Blessing

GO FORTH into the world in peace;

be of good courage;

hold fast that which is good; render to no one evil for evil;

strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;

help the afflicted; honour all people;

and the blessing of God,

Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer,

be among you, and all whom you love,

both living and departed, now and always. Amen.



Final Hymn

45

For the healing of the nations,

Lord, we pray with one accord,

for a just and equal sharing

of the things that earth affords.

To a life of love in action

help us rise and pledge our word.
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All that kills abundant living,

let it from the earth be banned:

pride of status, race or schooling,

dogmas that obscure your plan.

In our common quest for justice

may we hallow life's brief span.
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Text: Fred Kaan (1929-2009)

Tune: Alleluia Dulce Carmen 

You, Creator-God, have written

your great name on humankind;

for our growing in your likeness

bring the life of Christ to mind;

that by our response and service

earth its destiny may find.



Act of Commitment

Let us commit ourselves to responsible living 

and faithful service.

Will you strive for all that makes for peace?

We will.

Will you seek to heal the wounds of conflict?

We will.

Will you work for a just future for all humanity?

We will. 48



Commission

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life in our hands.

Now we put our lives in yours.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

In the name of Christ   Amen.
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Voluntary
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Friendship Time

Nimrod 

Edward Elgar (1857 – 1934)


