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Gathering

Introit:

O for a closer walk with God

CV Stanford (1852 - 1924)
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Welcome

Followed by a period of quiet reflection

All the flowers of all the tomorrows

have their seeds in today.



Easter Song
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Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising,

give me joy in my heart, I pray. 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising,

keep me praising till the end of day.

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King of kings

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King!
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Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving,

Give me peace in my heart, I pray;

Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving,

Keep me loving till the break of day

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King of kings

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King!
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Give me love in my heart, keep me serving,

Give me love in my heart, I pray;

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving,

Keep me serving till the break of day.

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King of kings

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King!
Arr Colin Hand. Tune Sing Hosanna



Prayers of Approach

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

May God be with you

And also with you.
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EVER-LOVING GOD,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden;

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Prayers of Penitence and Renewal

We sit or kneel to pray: 

GOD OF LIFE, when our actions 

diminish the humanity of others

and we refuse to care for the world we share,

we deny your life in us and around us.

Forgive us, and fill us with your Spirit;

challenge us to respond with your love 

and live as signs of Christ, 

for the life of the world.  Amen. 9



The president offers absolution

May God's Spirit

breathe healing upon us

and release within us 

new life in Christ. Amen.
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Gloria  setting by John Rutter
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Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth

Lord God heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father.

We worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.
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Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world

have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father

receive our prayer
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For you alone are the holy one

you alone are the Lord

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit

in the glory of God the Father,    Amen.



The Collect
God of glory,

whose Beloved took the shadow road

and found life in the darkness:

may his love be our law,

undimmed by the fear

that condemns what it does not understand;

slipping through the hands

of those who cling to sacred power;

making us witness to the power of new birth;

through Jesus Christ, the Firstborn. Amen.

14Steven Shakespeare



Journeying Together in Faith

As we prepare to explore God’s word, we pray together:

May God guide each of us 

in the way of Christ,

whatever our age or experience.

The love of God be with us all.  Amen

We sit as the children go into their groups

and we prepare for our first reading.
15



Attending

First Reading: Acts11. 1-18

read by Robin Saunders
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At the end the reader says,

How is this God’s word of life?



Gradual Hymn
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Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,

Wheat that in the dark earth many days has lain;

Love lives again, that with the dead has been:

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.

In the grave they laid him, Love by hatred slain,

Thinking that never he would wake again,

Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen:

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.
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Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,

He that for three days in the grave had lain,

Quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen:

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,

Thy touch can call us back to life again,

Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been:

Love is come again, like wheat that springeth green.

John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872–1958)

Tune: Noel Nouvelet



Gospel John 13. 31-35
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Alleluia, Alleluia!

I was dead and behold I am alive for, evermore  

Alleluia!

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end of the reading:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.



Sermon 

Revd Michael Bayley

The sermon is followed by quiet reflection
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Intercessions Chant

Please sit or kneel in preparation

O Lord listen to my prayer,

my prayer as I call to you.

O Lord listen to my prayer,

my prayer as I call to you.

24



Prayers of the People

Led by Anne Padget

Let us pray

Risen Christ:

We long to see your love.

God of new life:

May we live and hope

as your faithful people. Amen.
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Chant

O Lord listen to my prayer,

my prayer as I call to you.

O Lord listen to my prayer,

my prayer as I call to you.

Margaret Rizza
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Greeting of Peace
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The risen Christ stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

Receive the Holy Spirit.’    John 20.19-20

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

We share a sign of peace
.



Offertory Hymn
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The love of God comes close

where stands an open door

to let the stranger in,

to mingle rich and poor:

the love of God is here to stay,

embracing those who walk his way.
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The peace of God comes close

to those caught in the storm,

forgoing lives of ease

to ease the lives forlorn:

the peace of God is here to stay,

embracing those who walk his way.
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The joy of God comes close

where faith encounters fears,

where heights and depths of life

are found through smiles and tears;

the joy of God is here to stay,

embracing those who walk his way.
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The grace of God comes close

to those whose grace is spent,

when hearts are tired or sore

and hope is bruised or bent:

the grace of God is here to stay,

embracing those who walk his way.
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The Son of God comes close

where people praise his name,

where bread and wine are blest

and shared, as when he came:

the Son of God is here to stay,

embracing those who walk his way.

John L Bell (b.1949) and Graham Maule (b. 1958)

Tune: Love Unknown



Abiding

Preparation
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Lord Jesus Christ,

may our hearts be open to your love,

and our lives to your risen life.  

New Zealand Prayer Book



The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray.

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
34



With joyful hearts we give you thanks,

gracious God, source of all that is.

We celebrate your love

reaching out to us in Jesus 

through his outstretched arms,

drawing us to your love

to your self-giving, re-creating power.

And so with followers in every age,

with all creation and every voice that you have made

we join the song of endless praise:
John Schofield 35



We all sing

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.
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On the night before he died,

Jesus met with his friends in the Upper Room

to celebrate your saving love.

At supper he took the bread

broke it, gave it to them and said:

This is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.
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Then he took the cup of wine,

Blessed it and shared it with them saying

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.
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Breaking bread in the inn at Emmaus

and on the lakeside’s shore,

Jesus showed himself to his doubting disciples

transforming their pain into joy.

May we who share these holy gifts

meet with him and be fed by him

as you pour out your promised Spirit on us

and on these gifts.
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Transformed by his death-defying life

may we live gently in your creation, 

uniting earth with heaven as Jesus unites us with you.

Rejoicing in our risen and ascended Saviour 

we worship you:

Praise and glory to the God of life

who is stronger than all kinds of death.

Alleluia! Amen
John Schofield



Lord’s Prayer & Communion
OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and for ever.

Amen.
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The bread is broken

Be present, be present,

Lord Jesus Christ,

crucified and risen;

make yourself known 

in the breaking of bread.
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Words of invitation follow

All Christ once was and continues to be

is offered to us in bread and wine, 

and in the company of others;

so come, let us celebrate the feast.

All are welcome at the table, to receive a wafer, dipped in 

wine, or a blessing. Please come forward with those around you.



During Communion we sing the Taize Chant

Nada te turbe nada te espante

quien a Dios tiene nada le falta

Nada te turbem nada te espante

solo Dios basta

And the choir will sing the anthem

Ubi Caritas

Ola Gjeilo

At the conclusion, silence is shared.44



Prayers of Commitment

EASTER GOD,

you have  met us in bread and wine,

and surprised us with your joy.

Send us out into the world,

dancing with delight

and with hallelujahs ringing in our hearts,

to share your justice and your praise.  

Amen.
Jan Berry
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Announcements

We hope you will be able to stay

for refreshments after the service

To support the ministry of this church

please use the card-reader at the back 

of church or visit the website.

Thank you. 46
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Blessing

May the God of undying life, bring us to life;

may Christ who set us free to love,

accompany us on our way;

may the Spirit, source of inspiration,

fill us with wisdom and joy;

and the blessing of God,

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life

rest upon us and all whom we love, both living 

and departed, now and always. Amen.



Final Hymn  
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We will walk with God, together,

we will walk with God.

We will walk with God, together,

we will walk with God.

We will go rejoicing, 

till the kingdom has come. (Repeat)
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Sizohamba naye (wo wo wo) sizohamba naye

Sizohamba naye (wo wo wo) sizohamba naye

ngomhla wenjabula

sizohamba naye

ngomhla wenjabula

sizohamba naye.
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We will walk with God, together,

we will walk with God.

We will walk with God, together,

we will walk with God.

We will go rejoicing, 

till the kingdom has come. (Repeat)

Eswatini traditional.  Translation by John L Bell (born 1949)

Tune: Sizohamba Naye



Commission

In the strength of the Spirit,

We go and live Christ’s risen life.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Voluntary

Voluntary in A Minor for Double Organ

Christopher Gibbons (1615-1676)

Friendship Time

Refreshments are served at the end of 

the service. Those on Zoom are 

invited to join a breakout group to say 

hello to others.


