
Five things you might not know about the budget 
No 4 – Electricity 

This is the fourth of 5 brief articles about St Marks 2022 budget. 

Or electricity bills are very large for 2022 we have budgeted 

£14,000. Why is it so much? 

While we use electricity for a variety of things the vast majority of 

the cost is for heating. The lounge and upper room are heated by 

gas boilers but the main worship area is heated by several 

underfloor electric heating elements. 

In addition to the vast cost the heating is also very slow to warm 

the building and difficult to control. An additional complication is 

that the heating only works off peak – evenings and weekends. 

We are very fortunate that a couple of years ago we had a 

purpose-built computer controlled new heating controller installed 

(at cost only). We have not had a chance to see all its benefits yet 

due to the pandemic but it monitors both internal and external 

temperatures as well as the weather forecast to try to get the 

building to desired temperature on a Sunday morning.  

The combination of the slow rate of heating and the limited times 

means that to get the building warm for Sunday morning it has to 

start work on about Friday evening or possibly earlier. 

Due to the amount of electricity that we use we have to negotiate 

contracts with suppliers that run for 2 or 3 years. This fixes the 

cost per unit for that time but also means that each time it has to 

be renewed there is a significant price increase. We have recently 

completed the renewal that comes into place in September next 

year.  

A final point is that for quite a few years now we have gone for a 

green tariff to reduce the impact on the environment of the power 

we consume. 

I hope you fine this helpful 

David. 

For further information on any Stewardship matters please contact either David Armstrong, 

Treasurer, or one of the Stewardship team (Briony, Nana or Lu). Emails to the church office 

will be forwarded 


