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Hope 
A themed service 

Welcome! 
 

Take time to settle. 
 

Use these opening minutes to ... 
 

become aware ... 
of the surroundings, 

of those around, 
of those you carry within. 



 
 
Gathering 
 
Come to us this night, O God, 
Come to us with light. 
 
Speak to us this night, O God, 
Speak to us your truth. 
 
Dwell with us this night, O God, 
Dwell with us in love. 

Iona Community 
 
 
The leader welcomes everyone to the space and introduces the service. 
 
We sing together: 
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus 
Vast unmeasured, boundless, free 
Rolling as a mighty ocean  
in its fullness over me 
Underneath me, all around me,  
is the current of His love 
Leading onward, leading homeward to 
Thy glorious rest above 
 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus 
Tis a heav'n of heav'ns to me 
And it lifts me up to glory,  
for it lifts me up to Thee 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus 
Spread His praise from shore to shore 
How He loveth, ever loveth, changeth 
Never, nevermore 
 
 

S. Trefor Francis 
Bunessan arr Audrey Assad 

 



 
 
 
Thanks be to you, O Christ, 
For the many Gifts you have bestowed on us, 
each day and night, each sea and land, 
each weather fair, each calm, each wild. 
 
Each night may we remember your mercy 
given so gently and generously. 
Each thing we have received, from you it came; 
each thing for which we hope, from your love it will come; 
each thing we enjoy, it is of your bounty; 
each thing we ask, comes of your disposing. 
 
O God, from whom each thing that is, freely flows, 
Grant that no tie over strict, no tie over dear, 
may be between ourselves and this world. Amen. 

Iona Community 
 
 
 
Reading Colossians 1:24–29 

24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what 
is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which 
is the church. 25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave me 
to present to you the word of God in its fullness— 26 the mystery that has 
been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the 
Lord’s people. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the 
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory. 
28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 29 To this 
end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in 
me. 

 

 
 



Reflection 
 
 
An imaginative exercise: 
 

• Imagine tomorrow, the people you may meet and the situations you 
may face, your hopes and your fears. 

• If Jesus is in you and acts through you tomorrow, what might that 
look like? 

• Turn your hopes for tomorrow into prayers. 
 

Adapted from Roger Bretherton 
 

Responding 
 
We share a time of silence for our own reflections and prayers, lasting 
approximately 10 minutes. 
 
During this time, you might like to light a candle as a sign of a prayer for hope. 
 
At the end of the silence, we sing together: 
 



 
 
 
Venturing 
 
O Trinity of Love, 
You have been with us at the world’s beginning, 
Be with us till the world’s end. 
 
You have been with us at our life’s shaping, 
Be with us at our life’s end. 
 
You have been with us at the sun’s rising, 
Be with us till the day’s end.  
 
The blessing of the God of life be ours, 
The blessing of the loving Christ be ours, 
The blessing of the Holy Spirit be ours, 
To cherish us, to help us, to make us holy. 
Amen. 

Iona Community 
 



Please feel free to stay for social time after the service. 

 
Please consider making a donation to support the work of St Mark’s Church. 

You can make a donation by texting 'STMARKS 5' to 70085 to donate £5. This 
costs £5 plus a std rate msg. Alternatively, you can opt to give any whole 

amount up to £20. 
 

Thank you. 
 

During the covid-19 crisis, the Taizé Community has given permission free of charge for 
the use of the songs of Taizé in any streamed, podcast or online services or prayers in the 

UK and Ireland.  
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