
 

A Splash of Words: Shaping our Stories 

 

A weekend to gather together 

 FRIDAY 16th - SUNDAY 18th 

September 2022 

At St Mark’s Church 



Why a weekend at home?  

This Weekend at Home is the chance to build on the success of the 

Parish Day at Home we held last year. Benefits include meeting 

together in familiar surroundings without having to worry about 

excessive financial cost, childcare or packing. We are planning to offer 

“camping” for those who would like an unforgettable sleepover! This 

allows us to be more flexible in responding to the challenge of the 

pandemic, offers more choices and we can implement measures that 

help us to keep one another safe. 

Who is the Weekend for? 

Whether you come as someone who is single, in a partnership or in a 

family, we are planning the weekend so that it is filled with fun 

everyone can enjoy. Some activities will be more suited to children or 

adults whilst others will be intergenerational. Let us know if you have 

any particular needs. 

 
 

What will we be doing? 

The weekend is being designed to gather and connect people from 

across St Marks’ various congregations. This will be achieved through a 

variety of activities including sharing refreshments, being creative, 

learning, making music, socialising and worship. It is being facilitated by 

a group of people from St Mark’s who have invited a guest speaker, Mark 

Oakley.  



 

Mark has been described as being “one of the most distinctive, 

intelligent and refreshing voices in the Church of England, always 

illuminating, never stale or second hand.” He is well known for his 

interest in poetry and the arts, a regular columnist for the Church 

Times and The Tablet and frequently broadcasts on BBC Radio 4. He 

is Dean of St John’s College Cambridge and Canon Theologian 

(honorary) of Wakefield Cathedral. 

In August 2016 he published The Splash of Words: Believing in Poetry. 

Dame Carol Ann Duffy wrote: "this beautiful and wise meditation 

centred around the soul language of poetry opens new windows in the 

shared house of both poetry and belief".  

Rowan Williams commented 'Some writers have the gift of simply 

letting you know you can trust them. Mark Oakley has this gift in 

abundance: in this book we read in his company a succession of very 

diverse poems; we listen to his honest, careful, demanding reflections 

on them; and we recognise that this is a deeply authentic voice that 

can be relied on not to give us either clichés or indulgent ramblings. A 

very moving book, opening all kinds of doors into a more 

compassionate, more truthful understanding'. 

The poet Imtiaz Dharker has said of the book: 'Even believing in 

poetry, he still leaves space for unease and uncertainties, because he of 

all people recognises that ‘there is no Road that is right entirely’. In 

doing so he illuminates the way for those who think they know the 

territory as well as for those who may be wary of it. Dipping in to this 

book, the spirit is cleansed in the sparkle of language'.  



Whether camping or staying at home, the weekend is an opportunity 

to reconnect and get to know old and new members of the 

congregation in a relaxed setting, and to have some fun together.  

 

How much will the weekend cost?  

We have budgeted £25 per person aged 16 and over for the weekend 

to cover expenses. Camping will be an additional £10 per night 

including breakfast and the Saturday evening meal will be an additional 

£10 per adult. The whole weekend will be free for under-16’s.  

In order that everyone who wants to can attend, please pay whatever 

you can -more if this is easy for you or less if you need to – we don’t 

want money to stop anyone from attending. 

How can I make a payment? 

Bank Transfer 

Sort Code 40-41-18 

Account Number 80724548 

Account Name St Marks Church Parochial Council 

Reference 2022 Parish Weekend 
 

By Cheque payable to “St Marks PCC”. 

It is easier for us if all contributions are paid by bank transfer or 

cheque rather than cash, but we won’t turn anything down! You can 

start paying into the kitty as soon as you like!  



How can I get involved? 
 

There will be many ways in which you can help us prepare for and 

deliver this weekend. If you would like to help with catering, music, 

organising an activity or workshop, worship, etc…  please be in touch 

with a member of the planning team:  

            

(entertainments) Andrew Sanderson – amsanderson1235@gmail.com 

(worship) Anne Padget – befree@hotmail.com 

(worship) Beth Keith – beth@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

(music) David Willington – music@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

(families) Hannah Jones – childrensworker@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

(workshops/activities) Jane Padget – jane@evaconsulting.co.uk 

(camping) Lu Skerratt-Love – lesskerratt@gmail.com 

(creative activities) Margot Fox -foxmargot1@outlook.com 

(catering) Shan Rush – shan@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 

(logistics) Sue Hammersley - sue@stmarkssheffield.co.uk 
 

What next? To book scan this QR code, visit the 

St Mark’s home page or click here and complete 

the booking form. If unable to do this online, please 

complete the paper copy at the end of the booklet 

and return it to the office. We need firm numbers 

for catering by Mid July but please register ASAP so 

we know numbers for our planning.  
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Nearer the time we'll provide more details about the weekend and ask 

for more details such as dietary requirements. To save money on 

printing we’ll send these to you via email, but if you’d prefer a hard 

copy, please indicate this on the booking form. 

Provisional Programme outline 

Friday evening 

6pm Social gathering with Bring your own / Bring and share food.  

8.30pm Community prayers with stories  
 

Saturday 

9.00am Registration and Refreshments 

9.30am Community Prayers with stories 

10.00am-12.30pm 2 sessions with Mark Oakley (with refreshments) 

separate activities for children led by Yo Tozer-Loft 

12.30pm – 2.00pm Bring your own / Bring and share Lunch  

2.00pm - 4.30pm – 2 sessions of workshops for all age groups 

4.30pm – 6pm Free time 

6.00pm Evening Meal prepared by Blend Kitchen 

£10 per adult. Under 16’s free.  Booking essential 

7.30pm Home-spun entertainments. Bring your own drinks. 

9.00pm Community Prayers 
 

Sunday 

9am Choir / music practice 

10am Themed Service drawing on contributions from the weekend 

followed by Refreshments 

 



2022 PARISH WEEKEND PAPER 

BOOKING FORM 

We are so pleased you would like to be a part 

of the parish weekend.  

We would prefer digital sign ups here:  

www. stmarkssheffield.co.uk/parish-weekend-2022 

 scan this QR code or  

visit the St Mark’s home page. 

 

Please only use the form below if you are 

unable to complete the one online.  

Please complete ASAP so we know numbers for our planning.  

Name Age if under 16 

  

  

  

  

  

  

I am interested in staying overnight  

at an additional cost of £10 per night per adult    Yes / No 

I would like to book places for the Saturday meal for  

…. adults and   …. children at an additional cost of £10 per adult 

Vegan option □ x … 

Chicken option □ x … 

I would prefer information as a hard copy □ 

Please complete your Contact Details overleaf 

 



Address: 

 

E-mail: 

Phone: 

 

I can offer help with: 

 Serving refreshments (several groups) 

 Children’s activities (with Yo Tozer-Loft) 

 Craft activities 

 Music 

 Worship 

 Welcoming people and helping direct people 

 Car-parking 

 Other ________________________________ 

 

My questions are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


