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For the Easter season



Gathering

Introit:

If  Ye Love Me

Thomas Tallis (1505 - 85)
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Welcome

Followed by a period of quiet reflection

All the flowers of all the tomorrows

have their seeds in today.



Easter Song

4

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising,

give me joy in my heart, I pray. 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising,

keep me praising till the end of day.

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King of kings

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King!
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Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving,

Give me peace in my heart, I pray;

Give me peace in my heart, keep me loving,

Keep me loving till the break of day

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King of kings

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King!
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Give me love in my heart, keep me serving,

Give me love in my heart, I pray;

Give me love in my heart, keep me serving,

Keep me serving till the break of day.

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King of kings

Sing Hosanna! Sing Hosanna!

Sing Hosanna to the King!



Prayers of Approach

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!

May God be with you

And also with you.
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EVER-LOVING GOD,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden;

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Prayers of Penitence and Renewal

We sit or kneel to pray: 

GOD OF LIFE, when our actions 

diminish the humanity of others

and we refuse to care for the world we share,

we deny your life in us and around us.

Forgive us, and fill us with your Spirit;

challenge us to respond with your love 

and live as signs of Christ, 

for the life of the world.  Amen. 9



The president offers absolution

May God's Spirit

breathe healing upon us

and release within us 

new life in Christ. Amen.
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Gloria  setting by John Rutter
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Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth

Lord God heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father.

We worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory.
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Lord Jesus Christ, only son of the Father

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world

have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father

receive our prayer
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For you alone are the holy one

you alone are the Lord

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit

in the glory of God the Father,    Amen.



The Collect
Eternal God,

from whose gentle hands

none can snatch us away:

give us faith to believe

that we are known and loved

with a passion strong enough

to bring the whole world back to you;

through Jesus Christ, 

who is one with the source of life.

Amen. 14
Steven Shakespeare



Journeying Together in Faith

As we prepare to explore God’s word, we pray together:

May God guide each of us 

in the way of Christ,

whatever our age or experience.

The love of God be with us all.  Amen

We sit as the children go into their groups

and we prepare for our first reading.
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Attending

First Reading: Acts 9. 36 – end

read by Mike Hunt
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At the end the reader says,

How is this God’s word of life?



Gradual Hymn
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The Lord's my shepherd, I'll not want;

he makes me lie in pastures green,

he leads me by the still, still waters,

his goodness restores my soul.

I will trust in you alone,

and I will trust in you alone,

for your endless mercy follows me,

your goodness will lead me home.
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He guides my ways in righteousness,

and he anoints my head with oil;

and my cup - it overflows with joy,

I feast on his pure delight

I will trust in you alone,

and I will trust in you alone,

for your endless mercy follows me,

your goodness will lead me home.
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And though I walk the darkest path

I will not fear the evil one,

for you are with me, and your rod and staff

are the comfort I need to know

I will trust in you alone,

and I will trust in you alone,

for your endless mercy follows me,

your goodness will lead me home.

Stuart Townend (based on Psalm 23)



Gospel John 10. 22-30
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Alleluia, Alleluia!

I was dead and behold I am alive for, evermore  

Alleluia!

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end of the reading:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.



Sermon 

Lu Skerratt-Love

The sermon is followed by quiet reflection
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Intercessions Chant

Please sit or kneel in preparation

O Lord listen to my prayer,

my prayer as I call to you.

O Lord listen to my prayer,

my prayer as I call to you.
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Prayers of the People

Led by John Schofield

Let us pray

Risen Christ:

We long to see your love.

God of new life:

May we live and hope

as your faithful people.  Amen.
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Chant

O Lord listen to my prayer,

my prayer as I call to you.

O Lord listen to my prayer,

my prayer as I call to you.

Margaret Rizza
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Greeting of Peace
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The risen Christ stood among his disciples and said, 

‘Peace be with you. 

As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 

Receive the Holy Spirit.’    John 20.19-20

The peace of the Lord be always with you.

And also with you.

We share a sign of peace
.



Offertory Hymn
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Morning glory, starlit sky,

leaves in springtime, swallows' flight,

autumn gales, tremendous seas,

sounds and scents of summer night;

Soaring music, towering words,

art's perfection, scholar's truth,

joy supreme of human love,

memory's treasure, grace of youth;
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Open, Lord, are these, thy gifts,

gifts of love to mind and sense;

hidden is love's agony,

love's endeavour, love's expense.

Love that gives, gives ever more,

gives with zeal, with eager hands,

spares not, keeps not, all outpours,

ventures all, its all expends.
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Therefore he who thee reveals

hangs, O Father, on that Tree

helpless; and the nails and thorns

tells of what thy love must be.

Thou art God, no monarch thou,

throned in easy state to reign;

thou art God, whose arms of love

aching, spent, the world sustain.

William Hubert Vanstone (1923-1999)

Music: John Earwaker



Abiding

Preparation
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Lord Jesus Christ,

may our hearts be open to your love,

and our lives to your risen life.  

New Zealand Prayer Book



The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

Let us pray.

May God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to our gracious God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
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With joyful hearts we give you thanks,

gracious God, source of all that is.

We celebrate your love

reaching out to us in Jesus 

through his outstretched arms,

drawing us to your love

to your self-giving, re-creating power.

And so with followers in every age,

with all creation and every voice that you have made

we join the song of endless praise:
John Schofield 33



We all sing

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of truth and love. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.
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On the night before he died,

Jesus met with his friends in the Upper Room

to celebrate your saving love.

At supper he took the bread

broke it, gave it to them and said:

This is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.
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Then he took the cup of wine,

Blessed it and shared it with them saying

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.
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Breaking bread in the inn at Emmaus

and on the lakeside’s shore,

Jesus showed himself to his doubting disciples

transforming their pain into joy.

May we who share these holy gifts

meet with him and be fed by him

as you pour out your promised Spirit on us

and on these gifts.
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Transformed by his death-defying life

may we live gently in your creation, 

uniting earth with heaven as Jesus unites us with you.

Rejoicing in our risen and ascended Saviour 

we worship you:

Praise and glory to the God of life

who is stronger than all kinds of death.

Alleluia! Amen
John Schofield



Lord’s Prayer & Communion
OUR FATHER in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours, now and for ever.

Amen.
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The bread is broken

Be present, be present,

Lord Jesus Christ,

crucified and risen;

make yourself known 

in the breaking of bread.
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Words of invitation follow

All Christ once was and continues to be

is offered to us in bread and wine, 

and in the company of others;

so come, let us celebrate the feast.



During Communion we sing the Taize Chant

Confitemini domino, quoniam bonus. 

Confitemini Domino alleluia

Trans – Give thanks to the Lord for he is good

And the choir will sing the anthem

These are they which follow the lamb

by John Goss (1800-1880) 

At the conclusion, silence is shared.42



Prayers of Commitment

EASTER GOD,

you have  met us in bread and wine,

and surprised us with your joy.

Send us out into the world,

dancing with delight

and with hallelujahs ringing in our hearts,

to share your justice and your praise.  

Amen.
Jan Berry
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Announcements

We hope you will be able to stay 

for refreshments after the service

To support the ministry of this church 

please use the card-reader at the 

back of church or visit the website.

Thank you.
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Blessing

May the God of undying life, bring us to life;

may Christ who set us free to love,

accompany us on our way;

may the Spirit, source of inspiration,

fill us with wisdom and joy;

and the blessing of God,

Creator, Christ and Spirit of Life

rest upon us and all whom we love, both living 

and departed, now and always. Amen.



Final Hymn  
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Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go,

My daily labour to pursue,

Thee, only thee, resolved to know

In all I think, or speak, or do.

The task thy wisdom has assigned

O let me cheerfully fulfil,

In all my works thy presence find,

And prove thy good and perfect will
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For thee delightfully employ

Whate'er thy bounteous grace has given,

And run my course with even joy,

And closely walk with thee to heaven.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Tune: Song 34



Commission

In the strength of the Spirit,

We go and live Christ’s risen life.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Voluntary

String duet for viola and cello in E flat

Beethoven (1770 - 1826)

Friendship Time

Refreshments are served at the end of 

the service.  


